

As a record of England in the late eleventh-century, Domesday Book is an invaluable resource. Based on the records produced by a survey ordered by William the Conqueror and carried out in 1086, it enables us to understand the society, politics and government of England at the time in much greater depth than would otherwise be possible. 

In considering key editions to include in this bibliography the texts themselves have been consulted where possible. Secondary texts on Domesday Book have also been used, principally Elizabeth Hallam and David Bates’ Domesday Book,[footnoteRef:1] Bates’ A Bibliography of Domesday Book,[footnoteRef:2] and the works of David Roffe,[footnoteRef:3] all of which have contributed to an overview of the book’s publication history. Reviews of specific editions have also provided important detail on their contents, distinguishing features and significance. [1:  E. M. Hallam and D. Bates, Domesday Book (Stroud: Tempus, 2001). ]  [2:  D. Bates, A Bibliography of Domesday (Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 1986).]  [3:  See in particular D. Roffe, Decoding Domesday (Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, 2007) and Domesday Now: New Approaches to the Inquest and the Book, eds. D. Roffe and K. S. B. Keats-Rohan (Martlesham: Boydell & Brewer, 2016).] 



1 Domesday Book; seu liber censualis Willelmi primi regis Angliae inter archivos regni in domo capitulari Westmonasterii asservatus. Jubente Rege Augustussimo Georgio Tertio praelo mandatus, (London: J. Nichols, 1783), ed. A. Farley. 

The first edited publication of Domesday Book, this edition printed Abraham Farley’s seminal transcription of the Latin text in a specially designed font (Record Type, according to Roffe ‘intended to reproduce as far as possible the forms of the manuscript’ but ‘thus difficult to read’.)[footnoteRef:4] The quality of the transcription continues to be an invaluable resource for researchers, and made possible much early Domesday scholarship. Andrew Prescott has described it as ‘a work of stupendous accuracy’, and it has not yet been bettered.[footnoteRef:5]  [4:  Roffe, Decoding Domesday, pp.35-36. ]  [5:  Prescott, A., ‘Sir Henry Ellis and Domesday Book’, in Hallam and Bates, Domesday Book, (p.162).] 



2 Domesday Book; seu libri censualis, vocati Domesday Book, additamenta ex codic. antiquiss. Exon Domesday; Inquisitio Eliensis; Liber Winton; Boldon Book, (London: printed by Command, 1816), ed. H. Ellis.

This Record Commission republication of the Farley edition is expanded into four volumes and offers an added introduction, indexes and, importantly, the ‘satellite texts’ associated with Domesday but not a part of either Great or Little Domesdays.[footnoteRef:6] The edition does not offer a translation and is therefore, like the original Farley, inaccessible to most readers. 	 [6:  Roffe argues against use of the term ‘satellite texts’, but it is used widely to indicate record sources related to, but not part of, Great and Little Domesdays. See Roffe, ‘Domesday Now: A view from the stage’, Domesday Now, p.11.] 


3 L. F. Salzman (ed), ‘Domesday Survey: the text’, A History of the County of Oxford: Volume 1 (Victoria County History, London: Oxford University Press, 1939), pp. 396-428.

A part of the wider Victoria County History (hereafter VCH) project, these editions (of which the cited Oxford volume is representative) consist of an introduction and translation for each county, in addition to a detailed map (in which the involvement of renowned Domesday scholar J. H. Round can be seen). Even were they not important in their own right as the first cohesive attempt to make a translation of Domesday widely available, they would be so as the basis for the comprehensive Alecto editions. 


4 C. W. Foster & T. Longley (eds), The Lincolnshire Domesday and the Lindsey Survey (Horncastle: Lincoln Record Society, 1924).

Containing detailed indexes and useful appendices, a lengthy introduction, and parallel Latin and English texts this edition provides the modern names of places mentioned in Domesday Book. Its significance is increased as a result of VCH never producing a translation for Lincolnshire; it therefore formed the (loose) basis for the Alecto translation.

5 Galbraith, V. H. & Tait, J., Herefordshire Domesday, circa 1160-1170 (London: printed for the Pipe Roll Society by J. W. Ruddock & Sons, 1950).

Noted for the significance of its introduction, this edition made available detailed facsimiles of the illuminated Balliol College manuscript (Balliol MS. 350).[footnoteRef:7] The fold-out front and end pages display the beauty of the manuscript, demonstrating that by the twelfth century Domesday Book was considered worthy of such treatment, and the detailed notes make it a useful edition for scholars.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Oxford, Bodleian Library, Balliol College MS. 350.]  [8:  See Clanchy, M. T., From Memory to Written Record: England: 1066-1307 (London: Edward Arnold, 1979), p.228 for his discussion of the significance of the manuscript’s illumination.] 


6 Morris, J. (ed), Domesday Book. 24. Staffordshire (Chichester: Phillimore, 1976).

The Phillimore editions did much to widen access to Domesday Book, also helping to ensure that the Farley transcription remained readily available. Despite its excellent notes and indexes, the translation itself is aimed more at a wide audience than a scholarly one, with an approach adopted which favours modernisation (and thus ease of understanding) over accuracy.[footnoteRef:9] Roffe’s summary of these editions as ‘cheap and cheerful’ is understandable, but perhaps unfairly disparaging.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  ‘the nearest ordinary modern English is therefore chosen whenever possible’, John Morris, Domesday Book, 24: Staffordshire (Chichester: Phillimore, 1976), see final page of introduction (no page numbers provided). ]  [10:  Roffe, Decoding Domesday, p.33.] 


7 R. W. H. Erskine, A. Williams, and G. H. Martin (eds), Domesday Book (London: Alecto Historical Editions, 1986-2000).

Providing a standardised and improved translation, these editions make it possible for readers to see Domesday in as close a form to the manuscript itself as possible through new facsimiles.[footnoteRef:11] The introductions to each county advance Domesday scholarship and the overall design of the edition is award-winning. The variety of versions (Collectors, Library and County) renders this edition not only of immense value to scholars, but useful also in schools, universities and public libraries. It remains the most comprehensive non-digital edition of Domesday Book available. [11:  Copies of the Alecto facsimiles can currently be downloaded from TNA for free, The National Archives, <URL: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/results/r?_q=Horsforth&_cr1=E+31&_col=online&_hb=tna&_dt=D>, [Accessed: 4th November 2021].] 

	

8 Palmer, J. J. N., Palmer, M., and Slater, G., Domesday Explorer: Great Domesday Book on CD-ROM (Version 1.0) (Chichester: Phillimore, 2000). 

Computerising Domesday Book for the first time, Domesday Explorer provides a potentially global audience with an accessible translation of the text and advanced analytical capabilities.[footnoteRef:12] The images used are high-quality copies of those taken using the photozincographic process pioneered by Sir Henry James, director of the Ordnance Survey, impressive for their time but not as accurate as the Farley transcription.[footnoteRef:13] Significantly less expensive than the equivalent digital offering from Alecto, it can output search results in multiple forms and provides an excellent index; the search functionality enables its use as an advanced research tool. [12:  This edition includes only the text of Great Domesday Book (hereafter GDB).	]  [13:  See E. M. Hallam, Domesday Book Through Nine Centuries (Toledo: Thames and Hudson, 1986), pp.154-156 for more information on James’ process. ] 



9 A. Williams and G. H. Martin (eds), Domesday Book: A Complete Translation (London: Penguin Books, 2002).

This single volume edition uses the exemplary Alecto translation and has the advantage of being both affordable and accessible. Its minimal introduction and lack of the Latin text ensures that it is not a scholarly edition, but the publication of Domesday Book in a single volume is an important development.


10 The Digital Domesday Book: The Scholar’s Edition, Alecto Historical Editions (London: Phillimore, 2002).

Including both Great and Little Domesdays, this edition combines the highest-quality digital images of the manuscripts with the Farley transcription, Alecto translation, essays, and introductions. The cost of this edition, and the scholarly nature of the accompanying material, indicates that the intended audience is researchers rather than a wider readership.


11 Powell-Smith, A., Open Domesday: the first online copy of Domesday Book of 1086, 2011, <https://opendomesday.org/>. 

The first free online edition of the Domesday Book, Open Domesday uses high-resolution copies of the Ordnance Survey images and the Phillimore translation as a basis for the information it provides on people and places.[footnoteRef:14]  Its focus is on map and search functionality, with little accompanying information in the form of translation, introduction or notes, and it is therefore less suited to researchers.   [14:  The data behind Open Domesday is the same as that used in Domesday Explorer; my thanks to Anna Powell-Smith for confirming the original source for the folio images. ] 
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