Critical Literature Review: Sustainable Supply Chain Resilience in the Face of Global Disruptions -- Integrating Circular Economy Principles
Research Question 
How does top-managerial incorporation of circular economy principles improve firm supply chain robustness amid global disruptions?
Aim and Objectives
The research objective is to conduct a systematic literature review to facilitate the understanding of how the circular economy concept can be applied to strengthen MNC supply chains in the face of disruptions. The specific goals are: 
1. Discuss the effects of global disruptions on existing supply chain management paradigms and key weaknesses
2. Assess the impacts of circular economy strategies on the vulnerability of supply chains.
3. Assess ways for integrating circular economy principles in supply chain resilience.
Part 1- Different Types of Literature Review
There are different kinds of literature reviews depending on the nature of the research question and the research method. Descriptive reviews focus on the presentation of the findings and reporting of the state of knowledge without statistical aggregation (Nassaji, 2015). Examples of this kind include the narrative review that only presents a qualitative synthesis of the literature, and the textual narrative synthesis that organizes the findings into a story while linking the themes together (Xiao and Watson, 2019). The technique of meta-synthesis provides strategies to summarize and quantify themes (Lachal et al., 2017), while the method of meta-narrative review aims at charting the development of different schools of research (Siddaway, Wood, and Hedges, 2019). Lastly, the scoping review provides an overview of a broad research area and highlights important ideas and knowledge gaps without quality of the studies.
Secondly, meta-analysis reviews involve the process of examining and utilizing data to test a hypothesis or determine an effect magnitude. As a type of research synthesis, the meta-analysis integrates results from several studies and provides an overall effect size (Pigott and Polanin, 2020). Thirdly, mapping reviews systematically categorize and visualize research within a field, helping to identify key trends, methodologies, and gaps. By organizing studies based on themes, populations, or interventions, they provide researchers with a clear overview of the existing body of work (Campbell et al., 2023). Unlike systematic reviews, which focus on in-depth synthesis and quality assessment, mapping reviews prioritize structure and distribution of research. Similarly, scoping reviews take a broad, exploratory approach to reviewing literature. They aim to map out key concepts, summarize available evidence, and highlight research gaps within a particular topic (Tricco et al., 2016). These reviews help clarify definitions, categorize different types of studies, and guide future research directions.
The last type is a hybrid method, which uses elements from the other methods when the research questions involve both qualitative and quantitative data. These reviews allow the researchers to build on the strong points but avoid the weaknesses of either approach, thereby providing a multi-method approach that is methodologically diverse and contextually sensitive.
Part 2- Excel Template
Global disruptions represent a threat to the established paradigms of supply chain management. According to Canwat (2024), COVID-19, as supplemented by exposed the vulnerability of the supply chain and MSME business continuity (Harapko, 2023; World Economic Forum, 2022). These disrupts forced change throughout the industry and prompted reconsideration of the old paradigms.  Moreover, Bednarski et al., (2025) underscore that geopolitical shifts have become increasingly essential in supply chain management, thus contributing to its complexity. Regulated from this source, there is need to shift from a pandemic scope-centered approach to embrace systemic risk considerations.   
Drawing from the above sources, the research thesis is, global disruptions including those fueled by a pandemic or of a geopolitical nature have clearly exposed the inefficiencies of existing supply chain systems. Some of the main areas of concern that have emerged consist of lack of risk resiliency especially among the MSMEs and insufficient consideration of various risk considerations that mandates a transition towards better and stronger risk management frameworks.
Part 3- Structure of the Literature Review
In light of this, this research adopts the systematic critical literature review (SCLR) approach to review articles that address sustainable supply chain resilience within the lens of circular economy. This critical literature review explores sustainable supply chain resilience and circular economy principles using a structured and transparent approach based on the PRISMA framework.
The process will begin with identification, where clear inclusion and exclusion criteria will be established to select relevant studies. To gather a comprehensive dataset, academic databases such as Scopus, Web of Science, Google Scholar, and ScienceDirect will be searched using targeted keywords like “circular economy,” “supply chain resilience,” “global disruptions,” “MNCs,” and “risk management.” Boolean operators (AND, OR) will help refine search queries, ensuring precision. All retrieved studies will be documented, and duplicate entries will be removed before moving forward.
Next is the screening phase, where study titles and abstracts will be carefully reviewed to filter out any irrelevant research. This process will be managed using Excel to maintain consistency. Studies that do not explicitly address both circular economy principles and supply chain resilience in the context of global disruptions will be excluded.
Following this, the eligibility phase will involve a thorough full-text review of the remaining studies. Any research lacking empirical or conceptual insights into managerial decision-making, risk management frameworks, or the real-world application of circular economy strategies will be set aside. Only peer-reviewed journal articles, conference papers, and authoritative reports will be considered to ensure credibility.
In the data extraction and analysis phase, key details such as research focus, methodology, findings, and thematic contributions will be systematically recorded. A thematic analysis will be conducted to categorize findings based on the impact of global disruptions, circular economy strategies, and integration approaches that enhance supply chain resilience. The results will be presented using conceptual frameworks and structured summaries.
Finally, the findings will be synthesized to highlight key insights, existing gaps, and potential areas for future research. A PRISMA flow diagram will visually outline the study selection process, ensuring transparency and clarity in the review.
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Excel 
	No.
	Year
	Author
	Research question/ topic/problem
	Contribution(s)
	Method
	Why relevant/ problematic
	Notes

	1
	2025
	Bednarski et al. 
	To what extent does the geopolitics impact the supply chain design, implementation and control?
	Provides a comprehensive review of the existing literature on geopolitical disruptions in supply chains.
	Systematic literature review, analysis of academic journals in operations, production, and supply chain management. Key concepts: geopolitical disruptions, supply chain resilience, risk management.
	Addresses a critical and increasingly important issue in global supply chain management.
	Focuses on academic research, providing a theoretical foundation. highlights the need for supply chain redesign, including regionalization and the adoption of new technologies.

	2
	2024
	Canwat 
	How did COVID-19-related disruptions affect the resilience and vulnerability of MSMEs?
	Examines the resilience and vulnerabilities of this crucial sector
	Involves qualitative and quantitative analysis of MSME responses to the pandemic, Key concepts: supply chain resilience, MSME vulnerability, COVID-19 impact.
	MSMEs are a vital part of the global economy, and their resilience is crucial
	Concentrates on the practical impact of the pandemic on a specific sector.

	3
	2023
	Harapko 
	What were the key impacts of COVID-19 on supply chains, and what are the future implications?
	rovides practical, industry-focused insights from a major consulting firm.
	Survey, Key concepts: supply chain disruption, pandemic impact, future supply chain trends.
	Offers real-world, actionable insights.
	Offers a practioner perspective

	4
	2022
	World Economic Forum 
	What are the major ways in which the COVID-19 pandemic has reshaped supply chains?
	Offers accessible insights from a global perspective.
	Analysis of global trends, expert opinions, and summaries of key developments.Key concepts: supply chain transformation, pandemic impact, global supply chains.
	due to it's nature, it is a very high level view, and lacks deep dive analysis.
	Provides a broad, global perspective




