Megan Powell     Student Number: 1800574
[bookmark: _GoBack]Using a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes (Donaldson) in an integrated, cross-curricular approach.  

The activities I have chosen will be aimed at pupils of 9-10 years old where I have chosen the theme of the Tudors as I believe that this is an interesting topic for pupils to learn and research in further detail which also gives pupils the opportunities to develop numerous skills. The Tudors is also a broad topic which gives the opportunity to cover the six areas of learning and the four purposes from Donaldson’s Successful Futures Document. It also gives the pupils knowledge and understanding of not only what happened but why it happened too. It is important for the activities to have a cross-curricular approach as Donaldson recommends that “Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competence should be Cross-curriculum Responsibilities for all teachers and people who work with children and young people” (Donaldson, 2015, p. 40) All lessons that teachers conduct need to include the cross curricular responsibilities as it gives a holistic approach which benefits the pupils.

The following activities link to prior knowledge of the Tudor monarch King Henry VII. The first activity is for the children to create a timeline of the key events that happened during King Henry VIII’s lifetime using the iPads to research. This activity gives the children to opportunity to research independently which promotes the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) as children need to “use a range of strategies for skimming, e.g. finding key words, phrases, gist” (Government W. , 2013) This activity promotes the humanity area of learning as pupils learn the skills of chronological awareness and historical knowledge and understanding as they are able to “identify significant people and describe events within and across periods… understand why people did things… what caused specific events and the consequence of those events (Government W. A., History in the National Curriculum for Wales, 2008, p. 12) Once children have completed their timeline of King Henry VIII the next task will be to investigate who were the other Tudor Monarchs. They will research the dates of their reign then using prior maths knowledge from previous lessons pupils will convert the duration of the reign of each monarch from years into months in pairs. (Excluding Lady Jane Grey from this activity as she only reigned for 9 days) Once pupils have checked their answers are correct with their peers, they will then use the Hwb tool J2E then data to create a bar graph to present the data. This activity promotes the LNF further as pupils are able to “represent data using bar charts” (Government W. , 2013) and the Digital Competency Framework (DCF) combined with thinking skills  “asking questions, activating prior skills, knowledge and understanding, gathering information” (Government W. A., Skills Framework for 3-19-year-olds in Wales , 2008, p. 14) This activity is beneficial for the pupils as it gives the opportunity for children to work independently and in groups. It also covers the humanities area of learning combined with literacy and language, mathematics and numeracy and includes digital competency. Bruner had the idea of the ‘spiral curriculum’ where he said the underlying principle is that children should “… revisit…basic ideas repeatedly, building upon them until they grasp the full formal apparatus that goes with them”  (Bruner, 1960, p. 13) During this activity children are revisiting previous ideas which they are able to build upon which increases their confidence and knowledge in the area. The mathematical strategies taught in Maths sessions will be used to calculate the number of months each monarch reigned along with the data handling skills to produce the graph.

This activity shows hierarchical cross-curricular teaching and learning which is one of the most common methods as Barnes states “hierarchical cross-curricular methods aim at achieving progress in one discipline by using aspects of another” (Barnes, 2011, p. 56) in this activity history is used as an aspect to improve the progress in the area of maths. This is a positive method of teaching cross-curricular as it means that “one subject is simply a tool to enliven learning in the superior subject” (Barnes, 2011, p. 57) which is beneficial as it gives the opportunity to combine subjects together to encourage further learning however a negative with this method of teaching it means that there is a chance that the ‘superior’ subjects such as Maths, English and Science have further emphasises on them rather than the subjects that are not seen to be so superior such as Art, Geography, Design and Technology which “become cast forever in this subservient and submissive role” (Barnes, 2011, p. 57) This activity also links with an aspect of Donaldson’s four purposes of the curriculum of all young people and children being “ambitious, capable learners who…undertake research and evaluate critically what they find” (Donaldson, 2015, p. 29) which will benefit the pupils in the future.

The next activity is following on from the first activity where children will be split up into groups of four. They will use their research of King Henry VIII’s events to create questions that they would want to ask the King, pupils will also need think of a suitable response that the King would give. Pupils will create a script for the interview in their groups. This activity promotes wider skills such as thinking skills as children need to come together as a group and think of suitable questions and responses where the LNF is therefore promoted in this activity as pupils will use a specific structure in their writing in the form of a script. This activity also promotes pupil voice as pupils are given the opportunity to think of questions that they would like the answers to where then they can creatively and freely think of a suitable response that they believe the King may answer with.  Pupils will then use role play where one pupil is dressed as King Henry VIII, one dressed as an interviewer, one pupil will hold the script for the King and interviewer to read off if necessary and one pupil will film the interview on the iPads where pupils will also use the resource of a green screen. During this activity children will use their oracy skills where they will “explore issues or themes through role play” (Government W. , 2013)  This activity also promotes DCF as children will be using the iPads to film with the green screen app and then upload the interview onto their See-Saw Account. 
It is argued that “teaching in a cross-curricular context makes the place of the learner central, rather than the place of content, and requires a different approach to teaching in order to be effective” (Kerry, 2011) I agree with this as it is always important for the learner to be central of each activity that takes place therefore with this activity pupil voice is really important in order for the task to be effective and successful. Pupils are choosing the questions and answers but they will then also critically evaluate their own work and each others work to give areas of improvement which uses their reflective skills where they “evaluate own learning and thinking and reviewing the process/method” (Government W. A., Skills Framework for 3-19-year-olds in Wales , 2008, p. 15b) This activity combines humanity area of learning with expressive arts which allows the children to be creative and imaginative with their responses. One positive teaching method which is known by the term “scaffolding” which was thought by the theorist Bruner is the process of the teacher modelling how to solve a problem and then step back, offering support if needed. It is though that this way of teaching means that children have a better chance of being successful by having support when they are learning something new in order for them then to retain the knowledge and have a better chance of using the new knowledge independently. 

This activity shows inter-disciplinary cross-curricular method of teaching and learning as Barnes states this method “aims at progression in two or more subjects, together with the promotion of creative thinking and connection making between the subjects involved” (Barnes, 2011, p. 60) this activity gives the opportunity for pupils to make progression in the literacy and language area of learning, technology and expressive arts and it gives pupils the opportunity to be creative as a group and conduct a final product of their interview with King Henry VIII. This method of cross-curricular teaching and learning is beneficial as it often generates creative responses from pupils however, it is also argued that by combining two or more subjects can mean that there is less clarity about what a subject may entail. Therefore, in order for it to be successful method of teaching teachers need to be confident and clear about the subject knowledge and learning intentions for the pupils. There are many benefits learning in a cross curricular environment as connections through cross-curricular learning leads to enhanced strength of problem-solving abilities. This activity follows one of Donaldson’s recommendations of children being “enterprising, creative contributors who…lead and play different roles in teams effectively and responsibly” (Donaldson, 2015, p. 29) this is beneficial as it gives pupils the life skills that they need for the future which is one of Donaldson’s aims for the new curriculum where it is highlighted that the curriculum needs to be related to pupils daily lives and their future. 

The third activity is for pupils to compare Tudor daily life with the present daily life in Wales focussing on the poor and rich people during the Tudor period. This ensures that an element of Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship is being covered within the lesson with the focus of health and wealth and poverty. Pupils will use the iPads to research which jobs people had during the Tudor times, what the living conditions, education, leisure activities and how lives of poor and rich differed. With this information then pupils will compare it to current daily life in Wales by creating a non-chronological report. This promotes the LNF as pupils are “using paragraphs, which have a main idea and related details” (Government W. , 2013) this activity promotes the humanities area of learning and language and literacy and also health and well-being as pupils within this task will focus on hygiene and living conditions. This links with one of the purposes of the curriculum “ethical and informed citizens who “are knowledgeable about their culture, community, society, and the world, now and in the past” (Donaldson, 2015, p. 30) This is beneficial to the pupils as they are able to research what life was like in the past and how it has changed encouraging them to see how fortunate they are now. The activity also promotes the DCF as pupils are using the iPads to conduct their research improving their skills of trusting sources online and skimming and scamming skills. The activity also promotes thinking skills as the pupils need to think sensibly on what sources to trust from online so are therefore developing their gathering information skills. 

This activity promotes opportunistic cross-curricular teaching where Barnes states “Opportunistic cross-curricular teaching aims at allowing children to dictate the depth and direction of disciplinary learning in a number of subjects relating to a shared theme of experience” (Barnes, 2011, p. 63) Children will be dictating the depth they research the shared experience of daily life by combining the use of English, History and Technology to complete this task. This method of cross-curricular teaching is child led which to some people is negative because it is unpredictable as the responses are unplanned and unexpected. However, it is also positive method of teaching as it gives children creative freedom with a huge emphasis on pupil voice. 

To conclude, cross-curricular teaching is extremely beneficial in education. It ensures that children are developing different skills within the same lesson instead of the learning being isolated into specific subjects.  Cross-curricular teaching is also beneficial as it can improve pupil’s motivation for learning and their engagement within the lesson. There are many different approaches to cross-curricular teaching and learning but hierarchical is the most commonly used within education according to Barnes all methods have both strengths and weaknesses to them. With the change to the curriculum cross-curricular responsibilities are highlighted further within the report by Donaldson (2015) with an emphasis on the curriculum ensuring that children have the correct skills for their future lives with the recommendation of the four purposes of the curriculum. The introduction to the six areas of learning also gives further opportunity for lessons to combine numerous areas of learning and experience rather than being isolated. I believe that my chosen theme is relevant to children today as it gives them the opportunity to learn about past events to gain further understanding and to compare how life was in the past to present day. It is also relevant to cross-curricular teaching because it is such a broad topic that you are able to integrate numerous areas of learning and experience, the four purposes and the cross-curricular responsibilities. The activities chosen ensure that pupils are developing the correct skills needed following the national curriculum and the LNF and DCF with an emphasis on pupil voice. 
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