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Children and young adults can be subject to many types of abuse online  including.
         BULLYING
· CYBERBULLYING
· EMOTIONAL ABUSE
· SEXTING
· SEXUAL ABUSE
· SEXUAL EXPLOITATION
· ONLINE GROOMING
(NSPCC, LEARNING,2021)
In the UK there are limited dedicated online safety helplines, other broader helplines can help support, manage, report and recover from online abuse.

PROFESSIONALS ONLINE SAFETY HELPLINE (POSH)

NSPCC AND O2 ONLINE SAFETY HELPLINE

CHILDLINE 
(Green, Wilkinson and wyld,2021)
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	E-Safety
[image: Online meeting outline]keeping children and young PEOPLE SAFE online
Internet safety 

With children spending more time online than ever before. Keeping children safe online has become a worldwide concern.
[image: Call center outline]Online abuse can happen anywhere that allows digital communication.

   Social networks
  Online chats 
[image: Phone Vibration outline]Messaging apps
Text messages 
Emails
On live streaming site

[image: Internet outline]According to the Daily Express, 2021, more than 10% of children have received online sexual messages from a stranger.
The NSPCC states, the web has become a user-friendly hunting ground for sexual predators. (Daily Express,2021)

In the first six months of 2020, 44%of all child sexual abuse content the internet watch foundation dealt with involved images filmed by the victims themselves (The Guardian, 2020). 

According to (Greens, Wilkinson and Wyld,2021) we live in a “generation where 59% of 11–12-year-olds are on social media, and more than 1in 3 Internet users are children. 
Gov.uk 2019 reports in the UK alone, it is estimated there are 80,000 people who present a sexual threat to children online. HOW CAN WE KEEP CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE SAFE ONLINE?
Talk to your child!
Check apps and settings!
Set up parental controls!
Keep devices in communal room! (NSPCC, no date)




	
	
	



References:
Bentley, H. et al. (2020) How safe are our children? an overview of data on adolescent abuse. London: NSPCC Availabel at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/how-safe-are-our-children

Daily express, February,10, 2021, KICK IN THE TEETH FOR NHS HEREOS, available at: https://www.thepaperboy.com/uk/daily-express/front-pages-today.cfm?

https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2019/06/25/fact-sheet-on-online-child-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse/


 Europol(2020) available at:  https://www.europol.europa.eu/publications-documents/exploiting-isolation-offenders-and-victims-of-online-child-sexual-abuse-during-covid-19-pandemi

Green, A., wilkinson, C. and Wyld, G., 2021. Keeping children safe online. [online] Thinknpc.org. Available at: https://www.thinknpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Keeping-Children-Safe-Online-NPC-Nominet-ParentZone-2019.pdf

 NSPCC (no date) Available at: https://nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/onlie-abuse


The Guardian (2020) Deeply dark criminal activity drives rise in child abuse images online. Available at: https://www.guardian.com/global-development/2020/dec/03/deeply-dark-criminal-activity-drives-rise-in-child-abuse-images

Gov.UK (2019) Fact sheet on online child exploitation and abuse. Available at: https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2019/06/25/fact-sheet-on-online-child-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse/














[bookmark: _Hlk65929667]During this paper one will identify the key points highlighted in the E-safety flyer and discuss the impact internet safety has on children and young people, reflect on procedures that promote welfare and how society has failed children in the past and present with failures to communicate effectively and intervene. One will identify the importance of safeguarding and early interventions, and legislative development and guidelines on how we can keep children and young people safe online. 
Technology has many benefits and is ever developing and will continue to grow and evolve. Children and young people rely on technology for schoolwork, gaming, and communicating with friends. Celebrities use the media to promote images and children are often intrigued to follow favorite youtube, Instagram stars. Technology is all around us. Schools have plans to develop internet literacy.The New curriculum of Wales states the importance of delivering a broad and balanced curriculum, and the significance of technology in the modern world cannot be overstated (Gov.wales, no date). The four purposes outlined in the curriculum is for leaners to use digital technologies creatively to communicate, find and analyze information. One of the core purposes is how technological innovations can support improvements in health and lifestyle (Gov.wales. no date). Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs identifies the importance of wellbeing and basic needs to develop and thrive. However, providing safety from harm especially online has become an ever-growing concern according to the NSPCC, and has become “a major 21st century child protection issue” (BBC News, 2017). Therefore, have a devasting impact on vulnerable children and young people. Online abuse can happen on any form of device, computer, tablet, smart phone anywhere online. Green, Wilkinson and Wyld, suggests there are,
“common characteristics which are often associated with a higher level of vulnerability online, which include socioeconomic status, transition from primary to comprehensive, gender, sexuality, family support and special educational needs”. (Green,Wilkinson and Wyld,2019). 
It is imperative children and young people, and adults have the knowledge on how to stay safe online. During the covid pandemic children are exposed to an array of online sites such as chat forums, tick tok, Snapchat, WhatsApp, Facebook, gaming is just a few. Unfortunately, these sites give perpetrators a platform for easy access to children of all ages. Educare, found children as young as 10 years had access to social media, The Telgraph reports of 40% of children were using sites such as whatsapp even though the consent age was 16years (Educare,2015). So how do we keep children safe in society? The National Crime Agency (NCA) reports,

“child abuse is three or four clicks away and there is no block, no barrier to entry at all, any search engine will allow people with a sexual interest in children and meet likeminded individuals who normalize it, rationalize it, encourage it. They will then move to closed chat forums where they will be told they need to abuse a child to gain entry to image-sharing sites “(Grant, 2021).

Child protection and safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. The Statutory guidance working together to safeguard children states “nothing is more important than children’s welfare. Children who need help and protection deserve high quality and effective support as soon as a need is identified” (Gov.wales, 2018.p.6). 
School A provides safeguarding, child protection, and internet safety training to all staff and volunteers, documents are read and dated. Staff are aware of safeguarding procedures and have pocket size cards with a step-by-step guide on what to do if they have a safeguarding concern. All staff are aware of who the designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and the importance of early intervention. Is it enough to keep children safe? Every child matter statement highlights the importance of improving standards and suggests.
 “we have to do more both to protect children and to ensure each child fulfils their potential. Security and opportunity must go hand in hand (Gov.wales, 2003, Every child matters).  
Protecting children from harm was the driving force for the children’s act, “the children’s act brought together private and public law affecting children and reinforced the principle that the welfare of the child must be paramount, and their interests separately considered” (Ferguson,2019).
The children’s act 1989 made a distinct promise which consisted of  
“under Section 17 to provide support to all children and families ‘in need’ were to promise all children that they and their family would be positively supported to live, love and grow together by offering a whole range of community services and supportive social care practices” (Evans,2019).
Even though the legislation was considered as adequate there were discrepancies with how the act was being delivered on a local level. The tragic death of Victoria Climbie exposed the failings in protecting the most vulnerable children in society. Social services, Police, and the NHS failed to communicate and act which led to her death, sadly this case is not alone with inquiries into Marie Colwell, Jasmine Beckford, Lauren wright and Ainlee Walker, where poor coordination and communication with multi agencies were evident in all cases which inevitably society let them down. (Every child matters, 2003).
Unfortunately, society has failed children over the years and continues today, with malfunction of communication. The children’s act 1989 and 2004 states local authorities play a lead in safeguarding children, The working together to safeguard children consultation draft identified that,
“agencies must work together by placing new duties on the police, clinical commissioning groups and the local authority to make arrangements to work together and with other partners locally to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children in their area (Gov.UK, 2018 working together to safeguard children). With cuts in public services, it often becomes a post code lottery on what services are available. 
Every child matters document states when children and young people were asked what was important to them five outcomes were identified, being healthy physically and mentally, staying safe, being protected, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution, and economic well-being. (Gov.wales,2003)

 Since the 1982 children act there has seen significant change in the way children are protected. The welsh Government states the united nations convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC) is an international agreement which protects the human rights of children up to 18 years old. In 2011 the Welsh Government made the UNCRC law in Wales and is called the rights of the child and young persons (Wales) measure 2011, By adopting the Law the Government agreed to ensure the child’s rights are in everything they do. However according to Nutbrown, no date argues that “the need to safeguard children’s rights requires those adults responsible for children’s services, for housing, health and social services to ask deep and searching questions”. (Nutbrown, no date ) continues “In a save the children study of young children’s rights, the study examined children’s involvement in decisions which affected them. The study showed that children’s input were often unrecognized by adults” (Nutbrown,no date).However even with new policies, intervention, children’s rights, children’s safety is still of great concern, According to reports, 

 “It is disappointing that were still seeing agencies working in silos, and professionals lacking the confidence to challenge decisions that aren’t in children’s best interest. There is a striking lack of grip-nationally and locally- on this endemic problem. This has to change.” (Savage,2020).

With an alarming increase in child abuse cases the metropolitan police are stretched, The Guardian reports 
“the scale of the extent in the UK has huge implication on the Law enforcement with around 700 arrests and voluntary attendances to the police every month with relation to indecent images of children and grooming offences, 900 children are safeguarded every month “(Grant, H,2021).

Everyone has a duty of care to ensure that every child is safe from harm, even with the governments legislations and schools safeguarding policies cases of abuse are still increasingly high in the Uk. The BBC,2017 reported In September 2017 a former Teaching assistant was convicted for grooming teenagers online and admitted fifteen counts of sexual offences against children. Last year in south Wales a former teaching assistant who worked with vulnerable young people was jailed for 10 months, the perpetrator had visited a Russian website which hosted images of sexual abuse 38,000 times. The police found 5,300 indecent images of child sex abuse. In both cases there were no history of any convictions, and there conduct in the workplace was never a concern. (BBC news,2017) The National Crime Agency (NCA) state The National Crime Agency (NCA) states,
“the urgency for tackling serious organized crime and called for a 2.7 billion investment from the Government to stomp out the increasing numbers of people involved in organizing crime and online child abuse” (Barnes, 2019).
 
The reason one has chosen internet safety is to raise awareness of the increasing abuse children are experiencing online. During the recent pandemic children have been isolated from their friends and extended families, therefore have become dependent on technology to stay in touch with the outside world. Perpetrators have taken advantage of the pandemic, and the NSPCC has seen a sharp increase.  Experts’ findings state ‘top child abuse investigators have warned more than 144,000 web users in Britain are increasingly using the anonymization technology to chase niche material while lowering the risk of detection’ (Barnes, 2019). The dark world of online child abuse is quickly growing and training children, parents, careers multi agencies is of great urgency. 
School A recognizes the importance of internet safety and holds an annual E-safety week. However, internet safety should be taught daily, in schools and regular information packs should be shared with families and outside agencies. Parents and careers should be aware of new apps that lure children in to thinking they are chatting with a friend. According to reports children with special educational needs are at higher risk of being abused than children without additional needs. Mencap findings suggests
 “people with learning disabilities may be up to four times more likely to suffer sexual abuse. The Crown Prosecution Service doesn't record how many people are prosecuted for sexual offences against people with learning disabilities. But a study by Mencap in 2001 revealed there were around 1,400 cases a year, but only 1% resulted in a conviction” (Deith, 2015). 
Therefor it is imperative that there is a greater awareness to protect children and young people from becoming victims of abuse. The guardian states, It is clear that professionals working with children, and the systems they work within, must be better equipped to identify and act on the signs of abuse (Guardian, 2020).

 Multi agencies, schools must work with families to educate them ensure they get the best opportunities in life to a safe and nurturing environment. We must act on equipping everyone who works with children the comprehension to stay safe online and protect children from harm. Tabloid reports suggest “online grooming of children is one of the most insidious internets enabled criminal threats to civil society (BBC, news, 2017). The future of internet safety suggests “to develop a safer online environment, build supportive and resilient communities, and equip children with the capabilities to not just survive but thrive in an increasingly digital world. (Green,Wilkinson and Wyld, 2019,p.22). 
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