TENSE:  an introduction 
According to Matthews (1997: p374), tense is defined as an inflectionary category whose basic role is to indicate the time of an event in relation to the moment of speaking. Consequently, tenses have traditionally been divided into three groups – PRESENT (at the moment of speaking), PAST (earlier than the moment of speaking), and FUTURE (later than the moment of speaking). However, such labels are often misleading since the relationship is much more complex. Chalker and Weiner (1998: pp34-35) refer to a factor known as aspect which describes how the action of a verb is marked. Furthermore, they consider English to have two aspects – progressive (often referred to as continuous) and perfect.  The former stresses action in progress, i.e. incomplete, and the latter to completed action. Traditionally, both aspects are treated as part of the English tense system and we learn of terms such as present progressive and past perfect. However, there is a distinction between tense and aspect. Tense is more concerned with time and aspect with duration.
As this module is concerned primarily with the teaching of grammar, the tense system will be examined via the 12 traditional forms:
1 present simple


7   present perfect simple
2 present continuous


8   present perfect continuous
3 past simple



9   past perfect simple
4 past continuous


10 past perfect continuous
5 future simple


11 future perfect simple
6 future continuous


12 future perfect continuous
According to Alexander (1988: p159), some grammarians believe that tense must always be shown by the actual verb form. As a result, English really has just 2 tenses – the present and the past. This is because there are only two cases where the form of the verb varies. For example walk, talk (present) and walked, talked (past). Thus, in the present perfect (I have talked) and the future simple (I will walk), the verb is no different from its past/present form. However, it is convenient to refer to all combinations of be + present participle and have + past participle as tenses. The same goes for will + bare infinitive (e.g. I will talk) 
	
	Simple
	progressive
	

	Present
	I work
	I am working

	Past
	I worked
	I was working

	Present perfect
	I have worked
	I have been working

	Past perfect
	I had worked
	I had been working

	Future
	I will work
	I will be working

	Future perfect
	I will have worked
	I will have been working




         -  from Longman English Grammar (1988: p159) by Louis Alexander
