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Workbook Guidance

Please read these notes carefully. They provide essential information. The documents you will use in developing your workbook are on the following pages.

What is the workbook for?

The purpose of this workbook is to enable learners to demonstrate and provide evidence of how they meet the learning outcomes set by the College of Policing, for the BSc programme. Essentially, you are being asked to outline your experiential learning based upon your theoretical understanding in a range of operational situations.

This workbook differs from those that you have already completed in that Task 3 -it has an options section giving you the opportunity to answer on an 'advanced learning' area. 

Complete the question relevant to the area that has been agreed with the force to study in year 3.

You are expected to answer only 1 of the 5 options below:

1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations.

You may wish to use the same incidents as you’ve outlined in the Occupational Competence Portfolio. Wherever possible we are looking for you to reflect on your personal experience. However, if for any reason there are areas that you feel that you can only answer from a 'hypothetical' perspective, then make this clear within your answer.
 
How should the workbook be presented?
 
Blank electronic copies can be found on Moodle of this workbook. You must submit this document electronically therefore it is important that you save your work regularly and upload the final typed version through Turnitin on Moodle. 
 
Word count policy can be found in chapter 7 of the Academic Quality under section 7.7 (this applies to presenting work above and under the specified word count).  
(https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/academic-office/aqh-chapters/chapters---en/Chapter_07_Assessment_Taught_Programmes_Pages_72-79-UPDATED-05-11-2019.pdf) 
 
Reflective practice is a core aspect for your workbooks and although there is a variety of useful resources on Moodle, there is one particular book, that is specifically based on reflective practice in policing, here is a link to one chapter from Selina Copley’s Reflective Practice for Policing Students: 
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/298870/mod_resource/content/1/Reflective%20Practice%20for%20Policing%20Students%20-%20Selina%20Copley%20Chapter5.pdf
 
How is the workbook assessed?
 
Advice and support about the completion of this workbook will be provided by university staff as part of your initial training day.  Your tutor constable and in-force training staff will not be involved in assessing or marking your workbook after it has been submitted. 
 
Dates of workbook submission will be made available during the initial training day and posted on Moodle.
 
Once submitted your workbook will be assessed and marked independently.






Confidentiality

It is important that no individual can be identified either directly or indirectly from the information in the workbook. However, you must:

· adhere to guidance in the Candidate Handbook about confidentiality;
· not identify individuals including witnesses, victims or offenders by name;
· not write information that enables any individual to be identified indirectly through the description you provide. This includes references to names, colleagues, places (including hospitals, schools, town, villages, streets) specific incidents which were high profile and could be identified due to past publicity, other professionals or any other personal information including medical or other conditions;
· take personal responsibility for adhering to confidentiality rules. 
· not include any dates of any incidents or anything that specifically identifies an actual incident.


Please be aware that any content that is deemed to be inappropriate, disrespectful, or abusive will not be tolerated. Following review of any content of this nature the information will be shared with the employer of the student responsible.  


Should any health and wellbeing concerns be raised because of disclosures made by the student within this workbook, the employer of the student will be informed.  


NOTE

Your workbook will be submitted electronically via Turnitin on Moodle. Guidance on this is in the Candidate Handbook. 

Remember that the workbook is YOUR responsibility you must not rely on the assessor or anyone else to pick up any confidentiality breaches, as this is your work and you must accept full responsibility for confidentiality. Meeting all the confidentiality requirements is very important. 


Dyslexia and other special circumstances

If you have any condition that you feel may affect your ability to deal with any part of the programme, please see the Candidate Handbook for further guidance. The University has a Student Services Unit that may be able to help but it is the learner’s individual responsibility to contact them. 




Competency Based Workbook 6 - Learner Workbook 


Guidance: 

· Your workbook must contain tasks 1 - 4 below (in the order given);
· You should use the pro-forma to insert your text within each section; 
· Note that this module has 4 compulsory tasks with Task three being a choice of 'advanced learning area’ relevant to the area that has been agreed with the force to study in year 3.. Choose only 1 of the 5 options; as only one of these options will be considered for marking. 
· You should upload your completed document as a saved pdf file of this workbook; if this is not possible then a Word Doc file is acceptable. Do not send a scanned file from a photocopier, an apple.dot file, or a Microsoft publisher file as Turnitin will not be able to assess them, despite you being able to upload them.
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Task 1
Personal Study programme / Individual Learning Plan 
 
 
One of the learning outcomes identified in the accompanying module descriptor (BMPP 6006D) asks that you formulate and implement a personal study programme to further enhance the development of your professional police practice. A template has been added for an ‘Individual Learning Plan’ that you can use for this task.  
 
This task builds upon the last personal study programme/Individual learning plan completed in a previous workbook. Again this learning plan allows you to assess what level you believe you are in key knowledge, skills and experience against where you believe you (and the force) consider you should be – now and in the coming 6 to 12 months. Some elements within it will be the same or similar to those identified before, however the ratings and your development needs would have changed.
 
2000 words equivalent. Please note that this is not the actual number of words used in completing the table, the count reflects the thought and research behind it. 
  
 
ANSWER - please complete the template on the next page: 
 



























 
Knowledge, Skills and Experience Assessment 
 
	 
	REQUIRED 
	RATING 
	DEVELOPMENT NEED 
 

	KNOWLEDGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	I would like to expand my investigative knowledge first and foremost.
I will look to do this by undergoing attachments when permitted with Investigative Departments. This can be attained when resourcing permits over the next 6 to 12 months.
The expansion of operational knowledge is relevant to my continued development, not only whilst as a response officer conducting investigations but in order to gain enough knowledge to progress to a specific department or look to go for promotion in the future where more complex cases are the norm with more complex investigative matters in order to progress through the criminal justice system. 
The continuation of learning is a constant process within Policing, however I look to expand my operational knowledge within the next 12 months in order to then look to specialise.


	SKILLS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	I would like to expand my skill set within the role.
I will look to do this by completing additional courses such as Station Breath Test and Stinger when permitted. This can be attained when resourcing permits over the next 6 to 12 months.
The expansion of my operational skill set is relevant to my continued development, not only whilst as a response officer but in order to gain enough knowledge and skill to aid progressing to a specific department, such as Traffic. 
The attainment of new skills is a constant process within Policing, however I look to expand my skillset within the next 12 months in order to gain more experience and be able to undergo more activities operationally by having a larger skill set.


	EXPERIENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	As I look to be completing probation, I look beyond that to continuously gain experience as I progress through my career. 

I will look to do this first and foremost whilst as a response officer as requirements of the role vary day by day but by undergoing attachments and completing courses to gain new skills. The experience can be obtained when I undergo further attachments and skills and apply them operationally.
The expansion of operational experience is relevant to my continued development, not only whilst as a response officer but in order to gain enough knowledge, skill and experience to progress to a specific department or look to go for promotion in the future.
The continuation of learning is a constant process within Policing, however I look to gain as much experience as possible in order to progress to the next stages of my career in the future.





























TASK 2 
Recognition and confirmation of progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
  
 
 
By signing the section below, you are acknowledging your continuing progress on O.C.P.  
This is recognised by the university as work that is fully supporting this module BMPP 6006D; Policing in the Workplace 3 and in signing it will be equivalent to 2000 words towards the 10000 words total. 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation of the progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
 
I confirm that I am progressing with the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP) in accordance with the regulations.  
 
Signed: BEN WILLMETT (Learner – electronic signature accepted, 
							  or type name in.) 
 
Date: 20/06/2022











TASK 3


This is a reminder that this TASK 3 section is an opportunity for you to answer a question on an 'advanced learning' area - RELEVANT TO THE AREA THAT HAS BEEN AGREED WITH THE FORCE TO STUDY IN YEAR 3. 

You are expected to answer only 1 of these 5 options:

Response Policing.
Policing Communities.
Road Policing.
Information and Intelligence.
Conducting Investigations.

You may wish to use the same incidents as you’ve outlined in the Occupational Competence Portfolio. 

Wherever possible we are looking for you to reflect on your personal experience. However, if for any reason there are areas of your essay that you feel that you can only answer from a 'hypothetical' perspective, then make this clear within your answer.

In your answer to this task, you may also wish to consider how this links into your final year 3 project. 

Were there any practical solutions that you were able to derive from an incident, an investigation, or a case that you attended in year 2/3?
 
Did this play any part in your choice of the topic area you have agreed and intend to study in your final year 3 project? 

There will undoubtedly be areas of common research and learning opportunities that you can utilise for this task and for your final year 3 project.

Whatever option you study for your task 3 it is will be beneficial for you to use a recognised reflective model. 

Within your answer you should consider ‘what went well’, ‘what not so well’ and ‘what you would do differently next time’; consider both your performance and the performance of others around you.











TASK 3 Option 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Response Policing

You should choose a policing incident from year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	Critically analyse the social/political/strategic drivers that impact upon the response to this incident.

You could consider the strategic priorities of your Force; for example, victim led crime, harassment, racially motivated crime, or domestic violence.

Consider how strategies are evolved for those involved in response policing can remain effective in an increasingly challenging environment.

6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:
















TASK 3 Option 2

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

You should choose a policing problem relating to policing communities from year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	
Critically analyse the key emerging issues and potential challenges faced to ‘problem solve’ a solution. 

Consider how this could then help to reduce community tension and promote community cohesion.

Consider the competing priorities, any cost/financial constraints and availability of resources. Also consider community expectations against the capability of your force to respond


6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:























TASK 3 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

You should choose a serious collision that you have been involved from year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
Critically reflect upon the management of a serious collision in which you played a significant role in. What were the causes and what strategies, and initiatives could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring?

6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

In this essay I will critically reflect upon the management of a serious road traffic collision (RTC) to which I attended in year two of my probation and to which I played a significant role in. I will then go on to discuss the causes of this particular road traffic collision. I will then also consider what strategies and initiatives which could potentially be implemented to reduce the likelihood of this reoccurring again.

Firstly, I will critically reflect upon the management of a serious road traffic collision to which I attended whilst on a tour of duty. A part of the role of a Police Officer is to attend RTC that occur, particularly when the Road Traffic Unit (RPU) are unavailable or a considerable distance away. According to a the titled publication “Statistical First Release” by the Welsh Government who stated that ‘South Wales Police recorded a total of 955 road accidents in 2020 representing a 38% decrease on 2019 numbers’ (Welsh Government, 2021). These figures reflect the reporting figures for traffic collisions with the South Wales Police force and show the frequency to which Police attend across the force area. The road traffic collision I will be referring to in this essay was considered a fatal incident, resulting in a loss of life for the singular member of the public that was involved. I, along with my colleague were first on scene to the RTC. The RTC had only occurred a matter of minutes before our spontaneous arrival on scene. The RTC had not yet been reported to the Police and was discovered by us whilst conducting mobile patrol within a marked police vehicle. The RTC involved only one vehicle, namely a Ford Transit Connect. This vehicle was a public taxi which was out working at that particular time. However, the taxi did not have any customer on board and only had one occupant within the vehicle at the particular time, the driver. The driver sustained no physical injuries as a result of the RTC. The RTC occurred on what is called an “A” road, an “A” road as defined by the website Gov.uk states that ‘These are major roads intended to provide large-scale transport links within or between areas. Generally, an A road will be among the widest, most direct roads in an area, and is of the greatest significance to traffic travelling through the area.’ (GOV.UK, 2022). This particular “A” road runs the length and breadth of the valleys community in which I am based. It is a major link to connect each end of the valley and to allow for further travel to the motorway, other transport links and beyond. Despite the aforementioned frequency to which South Wales Police have attended reported incidents, the local authority to the valleys which I am based actually reported the largest reduction with Rhondda Cynon Taff reducing by the amount of 45% in 2020 compared to 2019 (Welsh Government, 2021).

My attendance at this RTC was unique in the fact that I had already within that tour of duty dealt with the deceased, directly before his involvement in this RTC. Therefore my colleague and I were then subject to the post incident procedure (PIP) as this constituted as a death or serious injury (DSI) following police contact. This had implications to how the scene was managed at this particular RTC and had implications to the actions after the RTC management had concluded and had ramifications that continued for months after. In order to reflect upon this incident, I will now outline what the PIP process is, which my colleague and I had to go through following the RTC. The PIP process as described by the College of Policing in their publication titled “A guide to the authorised professional practice for post-incident procedures in death or serious injury (DSI) following police contact matters” states ‘Post-incident describes the period after a DSI, where the criteria for the implementation of a post-incident investigation have been met and an investigation into police action or inaction is to be conducted. It is not possible to identify or prescribe a time limit after which a DSI occurs and a PIP may be implemented. Any decision should therefore be based upon the circumstances and the nature of the investigation. The associated procedure is scalable and, while all elements of the procedure should be considered, it may not be necessary to apply them every time. This will depend on the circumstances, significance and consequences of the event.’ (College of Policing, n.d).

Additionally, the College of Policing also define what is considered a DSI within the very same publication. The College of Policing state that a ‘A DSI matter means any circumstances (unless the circumstances are or have been the subject of a complaint or amount to a conduct matter) in or as a result of a person’s death or serious injury and:  at the time of the DSI, the person had been arrested by a person serving with the police and had not been released, or was detained in the custody of a person serving with the police or  at or before the time of the DSI, the person had direct or indirect contact with a person serving with the police who was acting in the execution of their duties and there is an indication that the contact may have directly or indirectly caused or contributed to the DSI.’ (College of Policing, n.d)

I will discuss the role of the police service with road traffic collision management. The Police Service play a primary role in the investigations of collision investigation and act as the lead agency amongst the other services. According to a the titled publication “Statistical First Release” by the Welsh Government, they stated for the year of 2020 that ‘During 2020, 2,864 road accidents involving personal injury were recorded by the police in Wales, 33.9% lower than in 2019.
Of these accidents:
· 71 were classed as fatal, 
· 657 were classed as serious and 
· 2,136 were classed as slight’ (Welsh Government, 2021).

These figures released from the year 2020, although they show a reduction from the year prior they show that Police have attended 2864 reported road accidents in that reporting year. This reflects the frequency to which the Police attend and manage road traffic collisions on a regular basis and the necessity of the Police to act within their required role as the primary service in collision management. The “College of Policing” state that ‘police are the lead agency for collision investigation, and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries. They must discharge their responsibilities to the coroner, the wider judiciary and family members. (The College of Policing, n.d). Furthermore, the fundamental principles of the preservation of life, co-ordination of a policing response and the golden hour principles of securing and preserving evidence will underpin all police actions at RTC management. 

My colleague and I were conducting mobile patrol in a marked police vehicle following closure of the prior incident we had already attended involving the deceased male. This was the initial incident that was considered the Police contact by the definitions of the PIP procedure with the male prior to the road traffic collision and where the DSI originated from. My colleague and I had initially responded to a call of suspicious behaviour relating to a vehicle and the occupants. It was alleged that the drivers were potentially under the influence of alcohol and there was a concern regarding drugs. My colleague and I attended along with two other units and found three males in the vicinity of the vehicle. However the vehicle was empty with no occupants inside as the three males had alighted the vehicle. Due to the nature of the call and what was presented, there were sufficient grounds and objectives to Stop Search the males. These searches were negative, however it later transpired that the vehicle had no insurance and was subsequently seized. It was from this point that the three males subsequently were moved on following completion of the incident and the attending officers remained at scene whilst the vehicle was awaiting to be recovered. A short time later, my colleague and I have cleared from this incident to continue our tour of duty whilst the two additional units who also attended the call awaited the attendance of recovery of the seized vehicle.

Upon re-joining the ‘A’ Road, my colleague and I have approximately travelled 500 metres down the road and have come across a taxi in the middle of the carriageway. It was stationary and had its rear hazard lights on. My colleague, who was driving the marked police vehicle at the time has immediately activated the marked police vehicle lights to indicate to other road users of a hazard. Upon getting closer to rear of the taxi, we could see two members of the public at the side of the road and a vehicle that was parked in a lay by opposite. Upon arrival adjacent to the taxi, officers could see significant damage to the front of the taxi and a male face down on the floor in the middle of the road, approximately 10 metres in front of the taxi. I have immediately alighted the vehicle and I have utilised my personalised issued radio to notify the control room and request additional units to assist with scene and traffic management. I have then activated my Body Worn Video (BWV) in line with South Wales Policy for initial attendance at any RTC. I have immediately instructed my colleague to position the marked police vehicle in a position to which provided maximum visibility with blue lights to alert other road users of an ongoing incident and a hazard in the carriageway. I have attended to the male on the floor, I could immediately see he had significant injuries to his head and there was already a significant amount of blood and other bodily matter on the floor pooling around him. I distinctly remember pausing momentarily. 

I have then turned the male over to garner a response and I have immediately recognised him as one of the males we had dealt with a short while before. I remember freezing, the significance of dealing with male prior took me by surprise and upon reflection I was in a state of shock, again causing me to pause briefly. Upon reflection, these momentary pauses are what I would say was searching for a moment of clarity in quite a heightened set of circumstances. I remember feeling somewhat out of my depth and at the time of the incident I was still even more junior in my service. I would consider that upon reflecting back, that this to be because this was my first attendance at an RTC with injuries to a person of this significance especially that of someone I had only just dealt with. I distinctly remember my colleague also with a bewildered look upon his face. However, analysis of my initial response upon reflection had no impositions upon the management of the RTC in the first instance. Since reflecting upon my attendance at RTC’s since and the experienced gained from attending this incident I believe I have become more systematic and almost clinical at incidents since whereby I no longer need to pause for the moment of clarity, everything becomes more naturally sequenced and the necessary actions are carried out without thought. I have also not had deal with these particular circumstances since whereby I have attended a fatal with someone I had previously encountered moments before. I believe it would be hard to say how I would deal with it again, however I feel now that I have had experience with such I would always act with more conviction regardless as I am now a more experience police officer.  

I have then instinctively began to assess the response from the male. However despite multiple attempts to rouse any sort of response, there were no signs of any sort of response from the male. I have then attempted to see if I could feel any sort of pulse from the male. Upon checking for a pulse from the male, I was unable to feel one at all and I have then began cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). CPR as described by the “American Heart Assocation” website in the titled webpage “What is CPP?” states that ‘CPR – or Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation – is an emergency lifesaving procedure performed when the heart stops beating. Immediate CPR can double or triple chances of survival after cardiac arrest’ (American Heart Assocation, 2022). I have conducted hands only CPR, meaning that I did not give any rescue breaths to the male. Hands only CPR as described by the “NHS” website on the webpage titled “CPR states that you must do the following:

‘Kneel next to the person and place the heel of your hand on the breastbone at the centre of their chest. Place the palm of your other hand on top of the hand that's on their chest and interlock your fingers.
Position yourself so your shoulders are directly above your hands.
Using your body weight (not just your arms), press straight down by 5 to 6cm (2 to 2.5 inches) on their chest.
Keeping your hands on their chest, release the compression and allow their chest to return to its original position.
Repeat these compressions at a rate of 100 to 120 times a minute until an ambulance arrives or for as long as you can.’ (First aid - CPR, 2022). 

Upon reflection I would consider this method of CPR as appropriate due to consideration to the fact that the male had extensive facial and head injuries meaning that there was heavy bleeding along with other bodily fluid. Therefore on that basis CPR with rescue breaths would not have been appropriate and I would not do anything different upon reflection. I did rounds of CPR for what felt like an eternity, I cannot recall how many rounds I did. However upon reflection it would not have been longer than approximately 5 to 6 minutes before additional units had arrived on scene and took over by helping to conduct rounds of CPR. Reflecting back to the incident, I would not have changed anything about the way in which I conducted CPR on the male, I believe I conducted it to the best of my ability in an attempt to provide life saving measures to the male at the management of this RTC. However upon reflection I believe that I potentially should have been more prompt upon starting CPR without faltering at all, but through reflection I give necessary considerations to the circumstances that acted as a prelude to my attendance at this incident and the fact that it would not be a common occurrence to deal with someone at a fatal RTC that you had only just dealt with prior. 

Sometime later Ambulance crews and multiple first responder paramedics have arrived on scene and they have immediately taken over CPR responsibilities. I have relayed updates of the scene back to the control room via my personal issued radio and have been notified that units from the road policing units were still currently making their way to the incident. Upon reflection, whilst the CPR was ongoing I cannot recall my radio going off and I certainly did not transmit any updated information but due to consideration to the circumstances I do not believe I was in a position to do so due to my involvement with ongoing CPR. I would have relied on my colleague who was not involved with the CPR by this point to assist in doing so. 

Next I have assisted my colleagues with traffic management. This ensured that effective scene management was in place from this point and in order that paramedics and ambulance crews had access where required. This involved cordoning off the immediate scene area and directing additional units to close the road at the roundabouts either side of this particular stretch of “A” road. This was to prevent any more public traffic coming down the roads. Then, giving due consideration to the investigative process and the effects of the road closure for other road users, I have requested via the control room for the Highways Agency to be informed and to attend to set up sufficient road closures to manage disruption to other road users by appropriate signage for diversions and closures set up to inform other road users. The role of the Highways Agency and the Traffic Officers is to deal with routine incidents including non-injury Road Traffic Collisions on the network and to assist the emergency services by dealing with traffic management at more serious incidents. (Welsh Government, n.d). Additionally, I have also requested that the South Wales Police Social Media Officer release via social media a notification of an ongoing incident occurring within the force area and advising the public digitally of a road closure. These actions would have ensured the safety of cars in the locality whilst emergency services carried out the required actions of this RTC and paid due diligence to the Golden Hour principles by securing entry in and out of the scene. This would ensure the management of the RTC appropriately including other members of the public.

Then taking into consideration the nature of the RTC and the role that a Forensic Collision Investigator would play upon their attendance who would be responsible investigating the collision and the causations. My colleagues and I have begun to undergo the required golden hour enquiries and have begun to speak to the driver of the Taxi and the two members of the public who were already on scene by the point of Police arrival to obtain basic details and a first account. It is to note the two members of the public who had stopped were not linked the deceased at all, the two males who were present with the deceased in prior police involvement were not present at the incident and it later transpired that they had walked off on a residential road rather than travel down the “A” Road with the deceased. I, along with my colleagues have recorded via our personal issued mobile devices the time of the report, the details of the person(s), the vehicle information, any sustained injuries and the accounts of all persons. These were recorded appropriately via officer’s electronic pocket note books and BWV initially whilst the scene was ongoing. The driver of the Taxi, understandably was in a state of shock however provided a short account that he was travelling down the road on his way to the next job and has he had cleared the bend, the male was in the middle of the road and it was too late to prevent the impact, as above this was recorded appropriately. It was at this point that Officers have also seized the telephone device of the driver of the Taxi. Upon reflection, I would not have done anything differently by this point. I feel that I had gotten into my stride following my initial faltering after being faced with the initial circumstances of the scene. I feel the information gathered was appropriate and necessary and would have allowed the investigation to continue expeditiously and aid the Forensic Collision Investigator and subsequent investigative team. 

A short time later units from the Roads Policing Unit have arrived. My colleagues and I have liaised with them and relayed the circumstances in their entirety. This included details of those involved and the accounts given so far. It was at this point that my colleague and I have made it known to the senior traffic unit, the attending Sergeant that we had dealt with the male during an earlier incident directly before our attendance at the RTC. It was at this point that the sergeant had made contact with the on duty force incident manager (FIM). This is someone who is at the rank of Inspector. Upon relaying the circumstances to the FIM, they have decided to initiate the PIP process for my colleagues and I who had dealt with the male prior to his involvement in the RTC. The considerations taken by the FIM to initiate the PIP procedure are as outlined by the “College of Policing” in their titled “A guide to the authorised professional practice for post-incident procedures in death or serious injury (DSI) following police contact matters” whereby they state ‘The decision to implement a PIP rests with the chief officer or delegated senior officer with overall responsibility. An injury that meets the definition of a DSI, and therefore requires referral to the IIA, will not always require the implementation of a PIP. It will depend on the nature and severity of the incident and injury. (College of Policing, n.d). 

Upon reflection, my colleague or I could perhaps gone over the air to transmit that we had dealt with the male prior, so that the force incident manager (FIM) could have initiated the PIP process slightly earlier. However, reflecting upon this I believe it did not have any hindrance on the management of the RTC, as for a period of time my colleague and I were the only units on scene and the involvement was unavoidable whilst executing our duties. Additionally for a period of time RPU were not on scene and there were limited units on scene at the RTC, therefore the scene would not have been able to be managed appropriately if we limited our involvement from the first instance. However this was mitigated by the activation from the onset of our BWV. This was a dynamic set of circumstances, the likes to which I had not dealt with previously. My priorities at the time, would remain the same if I had to go through this particular set of circumstances again which was to manage the RTC safely and appropriately. But from the experience, I could reflect and understand the importance of the procedure and understand the necessity to make it known when practicable but the management of the RTC took precedence in this instance.

The driver of the Taxi was subsequently arrested at the road side and the mobile phone of driver was subsequently seized to aid the investigation. The driver was subsequently tested for both drugs and alcohol at the road side by an RPU unit. The driver was negative for both, indicating that the driver was not over the limit at the time of the incident occurring. This would aid the investigation to take into consideration that the driver being over the prescribed limit of drugs and drink was unlikely to be a factor in this incident. 

A short time later, the Paramedics and Ambulance despite their best efforts and working on the male for a significant period of time have declared the male deceased. Following this they have ceased CPR. It was from this point that the PIP process then continued for my colleague and I. We were instructed to reactivate our BWV and a declaration was read over the airwaves received via my personal issued radio in regards to not conferring about the incident. This was to ensure that we could not discuss the events of the matter prior to providing an official account. We were then transported back to the station. It was here that representations from the Professional Standards Department (PSD) and the Police Federation attended the station and we had to singularly provide initial accounts in regards to what happened during the initial incident and then subsequently the RTC and how we managed it upon our attendance. This initial account was brief and was not considered a full statement. A few days later I was required to return to complete a full statement with official independent legal advice. The investigation following that lasted a series of months but it was later found that there was no wrongdoing from the Police Service.

To conclude my reflection, this was my attendance at a serious RTC resulting in a fatality. It was the first time I had attended one to this magnitude and at the time I was more junior in service. The colleague I was with at the time was also relatively young in service. I feel, overall that despite the circumstances we maintained professionalism and carried out the required actions at the scene management timely. I feel that there were points in which I believe that I stalled or faltered very briefly. However I remember feeling initially out of my depth followed by a shock to realise I had dealt with the male prior. As aforementioned, these were mere moments searching for clarity and thinking what to do next. I had not attended a road traffic collision of this magnitude before nor had I ever attended a fatal one to which I had to provide CPR and manage the scene accordingly. I feel that, despite the initial shock I had gathered myself and conducted appropriate life saving measures on the male at the time. Then upon the arrival of additional colleagues became more clinical and methodical in my working method, which then led contributions to the management of the RTC and the subsequent investigation which followed. I felt coordinating the closure of the road at either side in the first instance, whilst liaising with the Police control room to engage the Highway Service to assist was pertinent in controlling the flow of traffic into the scene and to ensure that other road users were safe and aware of an ongoing incident. Additionally, I feel that the request to use Social Media platforms to engage with the Public in order to advise of a road closure and an ongoing incident would have assisted with management of the scene. Furthermore, I feel obtaining details and first accounts from the driver and witnesses are imperative for the investigation to ascertain details of events and those involved which pays due diligence to the Golden Hour enquiries. I feel at a time that was most practicable when there were sufficient units and the opportunity presented itself that I could make it known of my involvement with the male prior, I have done so. I felt I did it at a time that ensured that the management of the RTC could continue with sufficient units. In hindsight, my experience at this RTC was both good and bad. It definitely increased my understanding of RTC management and the severity of the collisions to which Police can attend. The subsequent involvement I had in the investigation of this RTC due to the PIP process made me acutely aware of the important of the first actions upon arrival at an RTC and the important of scene management. The importance of controlling the scene and traffic management and down to obtaining best evidence by carrying out the Golden Hour Enquiries. The management of an RTC is important as it provides a platform for the Forensic Collision Investigators to conduct their work expeditiously. Additionally, the overall experience has significantly improved my methodology in the way in which I deal with RTC’s since and I feel I have benefited in most respects. I feel I have become almost systematic and do not falter. Whilst I feel I will always remember this particular incident due to my involvement, I have a respect for the importance of effective scene management at RTC because I have had an understanding of the scrutiny your actions can be put under as a Police Officer if anything were to come of an incident you attend, particularly that of an RTC. 

There were a number of contributory factors in which I believe may have led to the causation of this particular RTC. Firstly, I consider the “Fatal 5” and I will give due consideration to whether they may or may not have played any part within this incident. The “Fatal 5” as described by the “Chesire Constabulary” website states that ‘Investigations into these collisions show that some of the fatalities could have been prevented and that there are five main contributory factors that cause serious road traffic collisions. These are known as the 'Fatal Five'.

The Fatal Five:

· Careless driving
· Drink and drug driving
· Not wearing a seatbelt
· Using a mobile phone
· Speeding
Road users who commit one of the Fatal Five offences are far more likely to be involved in a fatal collision than those who do not’ (Cheshire Constabulary, N.D).

Now that I have listed what the “The Fatal 5” are, I will consider if any of them played a contributory factor for this incident. The first point, “Careless Driving”, may have potentially played a contributory factor, besides the male driver being arrested for such and the subsequent investigation into the matter. There could have been a multitude of factors, for example as he was a Taxi driving on a shift, he could have been using the Satellite Navigation system within his vehicle at the point of the incident occurring. Additionally, the Taxi driver at the time could have been travelling at an inappropriate speed for the road and the conditions at the time, this could have been regardless of him driving within the speed limit. This may again be something that contributed to this incident, the point of impact between the vehicle and the deceased seemed to be on the end of a bend in the road, if visibility had reduced due to the curvature of the road, considerations may have had to be made to the speed of the vehicle to clear the hazard of the bend. However, it would also be reasonable to suggest that with there being no public walkway or pavements on the “A” Road, the driver of the taxi would not have expected there to be a member of the public walking in the carriageway. The incident took place approximately 2300hrs on a winter’s night, the weather had been dry. However it was cold and dark. The “A” Road is not extensively lit so that paired with the unexpected circumstances of someone in the carriage way on a road the taxi driver would not have expected there to be, the driver may not have been as attentive to the bend as he would have been in a residential area. 

The second point “drink and drug driving”, in this particular incident after units from the RPU arrived, the driver of the taxi was both breathalysed for alcohol and additionally drug swiped, to which he passed both meaning that he had no excess alcohol or drugs in his system at the time of the incident taking place. So within this particular incident, I believe that neither played a contributory factor in this incident. 

The third point, “not wearing a seatbelt” played no particular part in the causation of this particular RTC, the Taxi driver did not sustain any injuries and the deceased was not a passenger in the vehicle. 

The fourth point, “using a mobile phone” this particular point may have played a part in the causation if it was proved that the driver of the Taxi was using his phone. Taking into consideration the line of work of the driver and the fact that he was on shift at the time, it may be a plausible element of the causation that he was using his phone at the time to garner work. Upon the arrest of the male driver, his mobile phone was seized at the point of his arrest. This would ensure that the investigation could progress accordingly by the digital forensics department who would be able to examine the phone for its use around the time that the incident had occurred, therefore having an understanding of whether use of the mobile phone had played a factor in the causation of this incident. 

The fifth and final point of the Fatal 5 that I will consider is “speeding”. This may be one of the more pivotal factors in the causation of the incident if it was proved that the driver of the Taxi was driving in excess or inappropriate speed for the incident. If the Taxi for example was driving at excessive speed, the driver’s ability to then react and stop appropriately or even manoeuvre the vehicle to avoid the male would have been effected. 

In order for the Police to understand the causation of this incident, efforts would need to be made as part of the Golden Hour and subsequent investigation. These would include a forensic examination of the vehicle to try an ascertain the speed of which it was travelling by assessing the amount of crush damage and the forensic collision examiner could create plans of the scene and create time and distance studies. These would all allow for an understanding of the causation of the RTC. Additionally, efforts could be made to try learn and understand the actions of the driver prior to the incident. This could be via appeals for any witnesses which could be organised via the South Wales Police press officer for news publications to be released appealing for anybody with information to come forward and aid the investigation. Additionally, a trawl of CCTV would be pertinent in tracking the movements and behaviour of the manner of driving of the Taxi along the route toward the incident. 

Furthermore, I believe consideration needs to be given to the fact that for whatever the reason may be, the male at that time had made the decision to walk down that particular road at that particular time. The male chose the “A” road route rather than to walk the residential route with the other two males from the earlier incident, which was a built up area with slower moving traffic, pavements and pedestrian walkways. It later transpired that the other two individuals involved had chosen to walk a residential route rather than follow the deceased male down the “A” road, who was insistent that walking that way would have been quicker. The route that the male chose to walk there were no pavements or pedestrian walk ways and the Taxi driver reported the male was walking in the middle of the carriageway. Although there may have been other factors, it cannot be overlooked that the male choosing to walk that particular route, in the middle of the carriageway as reported has put him at unnecessary risk and would have played a major role in the causation of the incident. These factors, paired with the fact that the road has a lot of bends, is not overly well lit and that it was dark would have all contributed in some form also. 

Another causation for this incident may have been vehicle defect, whereby there was some sort of mechanical issue or failure with the vehicle, however this may be unlikely due to the vehicle being relatively new and a public transport vehicle. This would be able to be found out following a forensic examination of the vehicle following the incident. The Welsh Government reported this to be one of the contributory factor (CF’s) in incidents, outlining that the least common CF was vehicle defects, which was only used a total of 33 times representing only 2% of all the listing contributory factors used, (Welsh Government, 2021). 

Lastly within my essay, I will now consider what strategies and initiatives which could be potentially implemented in this instance to reduce the likelihood of this occurring again. In this particular instance, I believe that human error has played a large part in the causation of this incident ultimately. It is difficult to determine in what respect any strategies or initiatives would reduce the likelihood of that particular set of decisions made by the male who unfortunately lost his life took at that particular time. However, I believe that appropriate communication from the Police and transparency about the incident will educate people in the locality. Particularly in a Valley communities where they are close knit and of a smaller population. Communication and transparency in regards to the incident occurring and the subsequent investigations or inquests allow for education and learning. This will assist in reducing the likelihood of this happening again if the people in the locality are aware the RTC has occurred. This heightened awareness through transparency will educate people to take particular care around that stretch of road.

Additionally, I would however consider that appropriate signage be placed on the beginning of the road at sections where it crosses through residential streets. This would warn pedestrians not to travel down this particular stretch of road as there are no walkways or pavements. Further signage outlining the total number of incidents on that particular stretch of road may educate regular road uses to pay attention to their speed and pay due consideration that there have been RTC on this route. These would also aid and educate local road users by heightening their awareness that they are driving on a road where there may be hazards. 

I think that the potential implementation of additional street lighting may improve visibility along the particular stretch of road that this road traffic collision occurred on. This in my opinion would allow for greater observation and field of vision for vehicles whilst travelling along that particular stretch of road. This in turn may reduce the likelihood of an incident of this particular nature occurring again if there was greater visibility along the road. 

Furthermore the implementation of Speed Enforcement Cameras along that particular stretch of road may reduce the likelihood of an RTC occurring. The implementation of enforcement cameras would control the speed of motorists travelling along the road, which in turn, when considering the “Fatal 5” would reduce the likelihood of an accident or other incident from motorists driving at excessive speeds. 
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TASK 3 Option 4

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in during year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	Critically evaluate and reflect upon how information and intelligence was used to progress a given policing operation. 


Consider the role of the National Intelligence Model and reflect on how information and intelligence was critical to the outcome of the situation and analyse how the role of NIM as a business process is used to shape a wider force policing objective. 

Examples of policing operations could be relating to cannabis factory, organised crime groups, or handling of stolen goods. 


6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)
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TASK3 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in during year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	
Critically evaluate the role of the victim, or the witness in the investigation and the strategies employed to manage their journey through the criminal justice system. Consider the role of specialists in relation to complex live (or cold) cases. 

Critically reflect on how you have ensured the wellbeing and resilience of the investigative team and self during the investigation.

Consider the professional support involved for victims and witnesses and how you maximise the evidential opportunities they present.


6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)
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