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An Account of Alexander’s Relationship With Roxanne
Quintus Curtius Rufus was a Roman historian and author who worked on Histories of Alexander the Great[footnoteRef:1]. He implies that amongst the festivities, Alexander was entranced by Roxane’s beauty despite her circumstances, and requested to marry her. He also suggests that even though Darius’ wife and daughters were famed for their beauty, and had higher social standings, Alexander rejected them, whereas Roxane’s beauty exceeded theirs as she was able to tempt Alexander.  “In this way the king of Asia and of Europe took to himself in wedlock a woman who had been brought in among the entertainments of a banquet, intending to beget from a captive 30a son who should rule over victors.”[footnoteRef:2] Alexander justified the match to his men by insisting that would be politically beneficial and referenced Achilles who also took a captive for a wife. “His friends were ashamed that a father-in-law had been chosen from among the surrendered amid wine and feasting ... they pretended assent by expression of their faces.”[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Jeffrey Henderson, ‘Quintus Curtius Rufus: Book VIII: Chapter IV’, Loeb Classical Library <https://www-loebclassics-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/view/quintus_curtius-history_alexander/1946/pb_LCL369.271.xml> [accessed 11 May 2022].]  [2:  Henderson, ‘Quintus Curtius Rufus’.]  [3:  Henderson, ‘Quintus Curtius Rufus’.] 

Plutarch was a philosopher from Greece, who recounted some mythological tales. He refers to the relationship between Alexander and Roxana as a love match, which was politically sound as it was seen as useful to integrating Greek and Macedonian culture into Persia, “Thinking that by a mixture and community of practice which produced good will, rather than by force, his authority would be kept secure while he was far away ... he chose out thirty thousand boys and gave orders that they should learn the Greek language and be trained to use Macedonian weapons.”[footnoteRef:4] Plutarch gives a far more positive account of the relationship than Quintus Curtius Rufus has done, presenting Alexander as being noble and not writing his soldiers as disproving of the union. [4:  Jeffrey Henderson, Lives, Volume VII <https://www-loebclassics-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/view/LCL099/1919/volume.xml> [accessed 11 May 2022].] 

Arrian was another Greek philosopher and author. Much like Plutarch, Arrian portrays Alexander as being very noble in his romancing of Roxane, despite the implication of her lower status. “despite his passion he was not ready to violate her as a war captive, but did not think it beneath him to take her in marriage.”[footnoteRef:5] Similarly to Quintus Curtius Rufus, there is a comparison with Darius’ wife, referring to her as “the most beautiful woman in Asia”[footnoteRef:6]. Arrian’s is another positive interpretation of Alexander; while Quintus Curtius Rufus presents Alexander as being impulsive, Arrian portrays Alexander as being controlled and noble, and “showing much restraint as well as an ambition for good repute which was not misplaced.”[footnoteRef:7] [5:  Jeffrey Henderson, ‘Arrian Anabasis of Alexander: Book IV: Chapter 19’, Loeb Classical Library <https://www-loebclassics-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/view/arrian-anabasis_alexander/1976/pb_LCL236.403.xml> [accessed 16 May 2022].]  [6:  Henderson, ‘Arrian Anabasis of Alexander’.]  [7:  Henderson, ‘Arrian Anabasis of Alexander’.] 
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