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How to Structure Your Dissertation

The following is a guide to help you write your Dissertation 

There are FIVE chapters you will need to write. 

Remember that each of these sections must start on a NEW PAGE.

The layout looks like this:



	Section Name 
	Included in word count?
	% of word count this section should be (roughly)

	Declaration 
	NO: this is your first sheet – you must sign two copies and submit with both hard copy submissions or we will not accept your submission

	TITLE PAGE

	NO

	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (non-compulsory)

	NO

	ABSTRACT (around 300 words)

	NO

	CONTENTS 

	NO

	CHAPTER 1: Introduction 

	YES
	10% of word count

	CHAPTER 2: Background

	YES
	20% of word count

	CHAPTER 3: Methods 

	YES
	20% of word count

	CHAPTER 4: Results and Discussion

	YES
	40% of word count

	CHAPTER 5: Conclusion and Recommendations

	YES
	10% of word count

	REFERENCES

	NO

	APPENDICES

	NO





You also will complete a VIVA on this work (i.e. individual oral presentation of a summary of the main points of the dissertation). 








DECLARATION

This work has not previously been accepted in substance for any degree and is not being concurrently submitted in candidature for any degree.


Signed……………………………………………


Date………………………………………………


STATEMENT 1 
This dissertation is being submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of BSc.

Signed……………………………………………. 


Date………………………………………………


STATEMENT 2
This dissertation is the result of my own independent work/investigation, except where otherwise stated.

Other sources are acknowledged by footnotes giving explicit references.  A bibliography is appended.


Signed……………………………………………


Date……………………………………………… 

STATEMENT 3
I hereby give consent for my dissertation, if accepted, to be available for photocopying and for interlibrary loan, and for the title and summary to be made available to outside organisations.


Signed………………………………………………

Date…………………………………………………



STATEMENT 4

I hereby give consent for my dissertation, if accepted, to be available on the university’s IT system to those who have consent to use the system.


Signed………………………………………………

Date…………………………………………………



Put your title here – no more than 20 words maximum

Your Full Name
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MONTH, YEAR (OF SUBMISSION)
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ABSTRACT
(250-300 words)


The abstract is a summary of the entire dissertation. It should include the following sections:

a) Aim and Objectives
b) Background
c) Methods
d) Main findings
e) Conclusions
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

This chapter describes the main concepts, definitions, aims and objectives of the study. 

Definition of main concepts
Rationale of the study
Aim of study
Objectives of the study
Structure of the dissertation







CHAPTER 2: BACKGROUND

This chapter describes the theoretical background, as well as the current international and national/local UK context on the topic explored. 


Theoretical background
International context
National/Local context




CHAPTER 3: METHODS

This chapter describes the methodology and material used for this study.

Data collection
Data analysis
Ethical considerations
 




CHAPTER 4: RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This chapter describes the findings based on the analysis of the data collected, and a discussion of the significance of these findings, based on similar studies in the past. Here you should be able to reply to the aim of your dissertation.

Process of selection of studies (using the PRISMA flow chart) 
Characteristics of the studies included

Analysis of the results/themes found
Discussion of the findings under each theme

Researcher’s reflection on the process, and 
Limitations of the study.









CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This chapter is the final of the Dissertation, so should include a summary of the main points of the study and recommendations for practice and/or research. The final part, should be the Conclusion of the study. 

Recommendations
Conclusion





At all times, make sure your title, aim and ALL objectives are discussed in your conclusion and make clear how you have stayed on track throughout
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