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Academic skills are an important part of the successful completion of your studies within higher education. These skills can not only enhance the possibility of attaining the higher grades which the majority of students set out to achieve, but improve the learning experience throughout the duration of the course. The focus of this report is to discuss the benefits of developing these skills irrespective of the choice of degree studying.
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Throughout the journey of higher education, many aspects can impact the successful completion of your course. The development of academic skills will benefit the student, not only throughout their time within higher education, but also into the world of employment.
(Du Preez, 2012) States employers consistently rank communication skills, in particular writing ability as one of the key component skills for students to possess. This suggests the development of these attributes can have an impact on the possibility of gaining employment after higher education. 
Additionally, (Fowlie, 2009) found that some students underachieve, both in their academic studies and long term employability, due to the lack of some basic personal, academic and job search skills. 
Success in higher education is not solely based on the academic skills of the individual, but also requires good interpersonal skills. For example, it is no good writing a first class assignment if you hand it in late. Therefore, skills such as being able to handle the stresses of academic requirements, along with the ability to manage your time efficiently, are all key components to a successful educational journey.
With the many different options available for a variety of different courses to study in higher education, each will have their own specific content and requirements. However, the ability of gaining academic skills will remain a constant to all courses. (Gilbert, 2004) Believes that the development of generic skills has been motivated by the belief that there are skill which all graduates should possess, and applicable to a wide range of tasks, even after university life.
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The evidence reviewed suggests that the development of academic skills throughout the journey of higher education, can positively impact your progression through your studies, regardless of the subject field. Additionally, improved academic skills can impact your career opportunities in life after higher education, with many employers favoring candidates with good academic skill sets. 
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