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Research Project in Contemporary Cosmology: 
Astrology and Queer Non Belief

	In the modern day, there is a perception that queer people disproportionately believe in or have an affinity for astrology. This owes largely to the prevalence of astrological references and imagery in queer social spaces, particularly online. However, it remains that there are a number of queer people who do not believe in astrology, despite the perception that they might be more likely to. Subsequently, this article will seek clarity on some of the particular opinions that people who are queer identifying and who do not believe astrology, have about astrology. Specifically, I will venture to consider how queer non-believers feel about astrology, and how they are impacted by the expectation that they should believe in it.  In order to do this, I have conducted 4 interviews, and have collected 21 questionnaire responses from people who claim to suit the ‘queer non believer’ distinction on what it is precisely that they believe about astrology. Following some evaluation of the collected data, it may be concluded that queer non-believers in astrology, like many queer believers in astrology, feel that it’s essential to define and experience their identities in ways honour the reality of their own individual lived experiences—astrology notwithstanding. 

Existing Theories

Throughout history, there have been many sociological efforts to classify, and understand the kinds of people who believe in astrology, and the intentions behind their beliefs (Adorno, 1950)[footnoteRef:1] (Wuthnow, 1976)[footnoteRef:2] (Tyson, 1982)[footnoteRef:3] (Bauer and Durant, 1997)[footnoteRef:4]. Though the findings within these studies vary, it’s compelling to note how they allude to the conclusion that belief in astrology is correlated to a person’s desire to cultivate a sense of personal control that they may not have owing to their ‘marginality’. In his now infamous The Stars Down to Earth, Theodor Adorno makes the essential claim that astrology offers the marginalised a rationale for their social dissatisfaction. He claims that astrology can be used to ‘somehow justify painful conditions which seem more tolerable if an affirmative attitude is taken towards them.[footnoteRef:5] In a similar way, Wuthnow argues that astrology ‘appeals to those whom modern society has left on the fringe’, implying that people who use astrology do so largely on account of their marginalisation.[footnoteRef:6] In the same text, Wuthnow categorizes the marginalised as the ‘…more poorly educated, the unemployed, non-whites, females, the unmarried, the overweight, the ill, and the lonely…’[footnoteRef:7] [1:  Theodor Adorno, "The Stars Down to Earth: the Los Angeles Times Astrology Column," in The stars down to earth and other essays on the irrational in culture, ed. Stephen Crook (London: Routledge, 1994), pp.38.]  [2:  Robert Wuthnow, "Astrology and Marginality," Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 15, no. 2 (1976). pp. 164.]  [3:  G.A. Tyson, "People Who Consult Astrologers: A profile," Personality and Individual Differences Vol. 3 (1982).]  [4:  John Bauer and Martin Durant, " British Public Perceptions of Astrology: An Approach from the Sociology of Knowledge," Culture and Cosmos Vol 1, no. 1 (1997).]  [5:  Theodor Adorno, "The Stars Down to Earth”, pp. 115]  [6:  Wuthnow, "Astrology and Marginality," pp. 157.]  [7:  Wuthnow, "Astrology and Marginality," pp. 157.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Following this, it is compelling to note the popularity of astrology among women and queer people who would apparently suit the category of marginalisation outlined in prior considerations of astrology’s constituents. Articles like The Rise of the Queer Astrology Movement (Beusman, 2015), and Queer Astrology: Why LGBTQ People Seek Answers in the Stars (Santoro, 2019) coupled with the forceful presence of ‘queer astrologers’ in modern astrological dialogue (ex: Chani Nicholas, Jessica Lanyadoo, and Colin Bedell) seem to affirm the symbiosis of the marginal ‘queer identity’ and astrological belief. On the particular kinds of insight astrology can offer, Chani Nicholas, a popular queer astrologer, speculates that maybe queer people ‘love’ astrology because ‘[it] understands that [queer] identities come in as many variations as there are stars in the night sky.’[footnoteRef:8] For Nicholas, as well as other queer astrologers, astrology provides a framework of identity affirmation that avoids what is sometimes a painful interaction with historically oppressive and heteronormative systems of self-evaluation and consideration (ex: medicine, religion, modern psychology). Importantly though, there is a population of queer people who do not believe in astrology. Astrology isn’t for All Queer People (Sascha Cohen, 2018) notes that the common assumption—that all queer people and women believe in astrology—, is alienating. Owing to the historical associations between marginal identities and astrological beliefs, there has been little investigation into the opinions and beliefs of marginalized people who are statistically more likely to believe in astrology—but do not.   [8:  Chani Nicholas. “Why Do Queers Love Astrology?” Chani Nicholas, 11 Oct. 2016, chaninicholas.com/why-do-queers-love-astrology/. [accessed 11 July 2020]
] 

Terms of Identification

	Due to the nature of the study, it was crucial to consider how to responsibly question people about their identities and beliefs. It is important here to distinguish the operative meanings of ‘Queer’ and ‘Marginalisation’ 

‘Queer’ 

A concise definition of ‘queer’ is elusive. Merriam Webster’s dictionary offers the following suggestions: 

1. differing in some way from what is usual or normal. (odd, strange, weird)
2. relating to or characterized by sexual or romantic attraction to members of one’s own sex. (homosexual, gay)[footnoteRef:9] [9:  “Definition of QUEER.” merriamwebster.com, 2019. [accessed 11 July 2020]] 


	While these definitions offer a base point, other sources report more nuanced definitions. Planned Parenthood, a popular sexual and reproductive health resource centre, explains that ’Queer is a word that describes sexual and gender identities other than straight and cisgender. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people may all identify with the word queer.’ [footnoteRef:10] Under this distinction ‘queerness’ implies any identity that falls without the pre-existing gender binary and heteronormative sexual convention. With further extension, Queer theorist Karl Whittington describes queerness as any ‘position against normative or dominant modes of thought.’ [footnoteRef:11] These are the definitive terms that this study has operated under. Importantly here, Planned Parenthood makes a compelling point about classifying queer people. On their website, they note the historically derogatory implications of the word, and explain that a person should not call someone “queer” unless ‘you know they’re cool with it. The best thing to do is ask what labels people prefer.’[footnoteRef:12] [10:  “What Does Queer Mean?” plannedparenthood.org, 2019. [accessed 11 July 2020]]  [11:  Karl Whittington. “Queer.” Studies in Iconography, Vol. 33, Special Issue: Medieval Art History Today, 2012, pp. 157.]  [12:  “What Does Queer Mean?” plannedparenthood.org, 2019.] 


Marginalisation

	Wuthnow’s categorization of marginalization in his Astrology and Marginality is limited to the ’more poorly educated, the unemployed, non-whites, females, the unmarried, the overweight, the ill, and the lonely…’[footnoteRef:13] Importantly here, he does not mention queerness, sexual identity or any gender classification extensive of the traditional male/female binary. However, for sake of mentioning as it is highly relevant to the study, it is clear that queerness is a marginalising quality. For example, the Canadian Mental Health Association categorises a number of statistics that bring this point to evidence: [13:  Wuthnow. “Astrology and Marginality”, pp. 164.] 

‘LGBTQ people face: higher rates of depression, anxiety, obsessive-compulsive and phobic disorders, suicidality, self-harm, and substance use; and stigma and discrimination across their life spans, and are targets of sexual and physical assault, harassment and hate crimes.’[footnoteRef:14] [14:   “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans & Queer Identified People and Mental Health.” cmha.ca, 2013. [accessed 11 July 2020]] 

	Resultingly, as Wuthnow’s perception of marginality is predicated on a person being ‘bothered by their problems’, it should be reasonable to extend his conclusions about marginal people’s belief in astrology to queer people.[footnoteRef:15] This is simply due to the fact that queer people likely would have rated highly on Wuthnow’s marginality index, and are thus more likely to believe in astrology.[footnoteRef:16] [15:  Wuthnow. “Astrology and Marginality”, pp. 162.]  [16:  Wuthnow. “Astrology and Marginality”, pp. 162.] 


Methodology

The data used in the research was compiled using a mixed method including interviews and questionnaire responses from 21 participants who self-identify as queer, and as nonbelievers in astrology. Participants were referred by personal friends and friends of friends by way of direct contact. Others were recruited through a post on twitter that linked to the questionnaire. As part of the initial ask, participants were notified that this survey was intended for people who identify as queer, and who do not believe, or have interest in astrology. 

It’s important to note that owing to the qualitative nature of the research, the participants were selected by a process of purposive sampling.[footnoteRef:17] As sociological theorists Hennink, Hutter and Bailey suggest in their Qualitative Research Methods, purposive sampling ‘involves purposefully selecting participants with certain characteristics important to the study.’[footnoteRef:18] Owing to the need of an in-depth understanding of the particular issues that apply to queer nonbelievers, I focused the sample specifically and only on persons who could effectively speak to the experiences I was looking to comment on.[footnoteRef:19]  [17:  Monique Hennink, et al. Qualitative Research Methods. Sage Publications, 2020. pg. 135.]  [18:  Hennink. Qualitative Research Methods. pg. 135.]  [19:  Hennink. Qualitative Research Methods. pg. 135.] 


	As mentioned the project administered a questionnaire to consider some of the general attitudes non-believing queers hold in relation to astrology. According to Alan Bryman, social surveys provide a comprehensive, if general, first impression that can lead to further analysis once a basic understanding of the data is constructed.[footnoteRef:20] Following the base data afforded by the questionnaire, I conducted interviews to enhance my understanding following Hennink, Hutter, and Bailey’s suggestion that they be employed when seeking to ‘capture people’s individual voices and stories.’[footnoteRef:21] This step was taken to ensure deep and particular understandings of the emotional and philosophical perspectives held by queer non-believers.  [20:  Alan Bryman. Quantity And Quality In Social Research. Taylor & Francis, 2016. pg. 20.]  [21:  Hennink. Qualitative Research Methods. pg. 168.] 


Additionally, Hennink, et al., suggest that interviews allow an efficient model for conducting research on sensitive topics, particularly those associated with sexuality.[footnoteRef:22] Owing to the need for sensitivity outlined in Planned Parenthood’s guidance to ask people about their particular identifying terms, and upon the suggestion of sociologists Jennifer Hughes, Abigail Camden, and Tenzin Yangchen in their Rethinking and Updating Demographic Questions, I let the participants self-declare their individual experience of queerness without putting limitations on how they might identity. I did this by asking ‘How do you define your gender identity’, and ‘How do you define your sexual identity’, leaving the answer open for respondents’ own particular terms.[footnoteRef:23] Subsequently, the participants included people who identified their gender as: cis-man, cis-woman, non-binary, trans-man; and people who identified their sexualities as: gay, pansexual, lesbian, bisexual, and asexual, in a number of different combinations that suited their realities. [22:  Hennink. Qualitative Research Methods. pg. 168.]  [23:  Hughes, Jennifer. et al. “Rethinking and Updating Demographic Questions: Guidance to Improve Descriptions of Research Samples.” Psi Chi Journal of Psychological Research, vol. 21, no. 3, 2016, pp. 140.] 


A Note on Reflexivity

Hennink et al explain, that an ‘interpretive approach acknowledges subjectivity. It acknowledges that the perspectives of study participants reflect their subjective views of their social world, and that researchers also bring their subjective influences to the research process.’ [footnoteRef:24] For the sake of transparency on this matter, I should acknowledge that I identify as a queer person (a gay cis-man), and as someone who is devoted to the study of astrology. In this way, I am a partial insider, on account of my queerness and subsequent perception of my own marginality as a result of my sexual identity. However, I am also an outsider, in that I do not demonstrate ‘disbelief’ or ‘disinterest’ in astrology.   [24:  Hennink. Qualitative Research Methods. pg. 45.] 


Findings

General Experiences of Astrology

	In Campion’s article How many people actually believe in astrology?, he claims that over 90% of adults surveyed knew their sun sign.[footnoteRef:25] This is consistent with the results of this study where all but one participant (94% of the sample) admitted to knowing their sun sign from memory. Additionally, all but two participants (88%) had at some point ‘sought out information about their sun sign’. This is compelling because it affirms the perception and the existing statistical evidence that highlights astrology’s popularity, particularly among queer people. However, when asked about their moon and rising signs, only three participants (21%) could name them from memory. Additionally, only three participants (21%) had admitted to having consulted an astrologer, bringing into question the depth of understanding that the participants had about what astrology is.  [25:  Nicholas Campion. “How Many People Actually Believe in Astrology?”, 2017.] 


	In order to glean more about what the participants thought the primary function of astrology is, I asked ‘What category does astrology fit into best?’ The most popular responses included: a form of ‘Entertainment’ (40%), a ‘Pseudoscience’ (29%), and ‘Divination’ (17%). None of the participants thought astrology suited the categories of ‘Language’ or ‘Psychological Tool’, a point that runs counter to Campion’s research suggesting that a majority of astrologers consider that astrology is in fact a psychological tool.[footnoteRef:26] There is an important distinction here between what astrological insiders and outsiders believe about astrology, which might be explained by a lack of astrological understanding/consideration on the part of the participants. This point is bolstered by the fact that a majority of the participants (88%) admitted to not having done research on astrology past reading about their own sun signs. On a potential reason for this lapse of opinion between astrologers and this set of nonbelievers, Interviewee A (a gay cis man) admitted that he had not heard anything about astrology in his educational history, (that included an undergraduate degree) and so did not feel a particular need to do any further research ‘because it wasn’t something [he] thought was worth considering’. Another interviewee, Interviewee B (a gay cis man) said that he hadn’t encountered astrology within his family, or with any of his close personal friends and so similarly did not feel like he had a ‘reason to really get into it.’ [26:  Nicholas Campion. “Prophecy, Cosmology, and the New Age Movement.” Bath Spa University College, 2004. [accessed 11 July 2020]] 


	It’s also interesting to consider that ‘Entertainment’ was the most common response among participants to the question of astrology’s categorization. This interest is compounded by the participants responses to the question of where they encountered astrology most often. Ten of the respondents (58%) said that their most frequent access point for astrology was conversations they have with friends, while the remainder (42%) said that they encountered astrology through memes and on social media sites including Instagram, Facebook, and Snapchat. For most of the participants surveyed then, it seems that astrology is largely a highly optional pastime and a source of fun more than it is a subject worthy of critical or theoretical consideration. This seems to affirm many of the existent perceptions people have about astrology based on its online popularity, and within other non-academic social situations as outlined in a number of modern articles accounting for astrology’s popular practice including Heather Dockray’s ‘Queer astrology is having a moment. And it's a big one’ for mashable.com. 

Categories of Disbelief 

	On the particular terms of the participants’ disbelief, there are three general categories under which the participant opinions can be ordered: (in order of popularity among participants) 

1. Astrological insights are limiting/too general to be effective.
2. Astrological insights are a-scientific and thus irreconcilable with a scientific worldview.
3. Astrological knowledge is inaccessible, and is thus not worth attempting.

	Though each of the participants seem to identify with more than just one of these categories, the general principles of these categorizations seem to encapsulate all that has been expressed on the part of the participants in terms of why they say they do not believe in astrology.
	
Category 1: Astrological insights are limiting/too general to be effective.

	Seemingly affirmative of Adorno’s perspective, the majority of the participants noted that a part of their disbelief in astrology came from their perception that astrology must not be real on account of its tendency to generalize past the point of useful self-consideration.[footnoteRef:27] They also noted that the ‘generalized’ astrological interpretations they had encountered often limited their feelings of personal autonomy and said that they made them feel either belittled, or misidentified. In an interview, Interviewee C (a pansexual cis woman) noted that:  [27:  Denis Dutton, “Theodor Adorno on Astrology.” Philosophy and Literature, vol. 19, 1995, pp. 426.] 


	‘Astrology has enforced the idea that our internal and external expressions of self are 	predetermined and not subject to change. Maybe it’s that I feel uncomfortable being 	identified by my astrological sign because when I read the descriptions of who I’m 	supposed to be, I don’t like the person that it describes.’

	Other like responses compiled through a short answer question on the survey mentioned that astrological descriptions of the sun signs ‘make people feel like that’s all there is to them’. Another response mentioned that the information they had seen didn’t effectively ‘speak to [their] reality.’ This perception runs contrary to much of what Wuthnow and Adorno have previously said about astrology being used by marginalised people to affirm their reality and to gain a sense of personal authority.[footnoteRef:28] It also contrasts what queer astrologers like Chani Nicholas have mentioned about astrology’s capacity to help queer people see their identities reflected back to them without restraint.[footnoteRef:29] Instead, the respondents to this study have actually suggested that the sun sign delineations they’ve encountered do more to limit their perceptions of who they can be, in a way that further isolates them from a feeling of personal autonomy and identity affirmation. [28:  Wuthnow. “Astrology and Marginality”, pp. 162.]  [29:  Chani Nicholas. “Why Do Queers Love Astrology?” 2016.] 


Category 2: Astrological insights are a-scientific and irreconcilable with a scientific worldview.

	Perhaps unsurprisingly, 40% of participants admitted that they believed that astrology was ‘incompatible with science’. When asked to elaborate on the reasons for their disbelief, a number of the participants (29%) noted astrology’s a-scientific nature full stop. One respondent specifically stated: 

	‘I find that I’m someone who needs to see the reasoning and logic behind something before I’m 	willing to believe it or take it seriously, and astrology (as far as I know) has no scientific evidence 	to back it up.’

Additionally, Interviewee A reiterated that because astrology had not come up throughout the course of his institutional education, he did not view it as something that was intellectually valuable. This rationalization for disbelief is clearly in line with much of the data presented in Sacha Cohen’s Astrology isn’t for all Queer People, where the majority of the respondents to that study had argued that astrology could not be valuable because there was ‘no proof’ for its efficacy.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Sascha Cohen. “Astrology Isn’t for All Queer People.” Them., 2018. ] 


Category 3: Astrological knowledge is inaccessible, and is thus not worth attempting.

	This category of rationalization is rather self-explanatory. Three survey respondents noted that there was ‘too much information’ involved in understanding astrology effectively to warrant trying to engage with it. To this point, Interviewee B reiterated that astrology had never come up through the course of his life enough to seem important, and so his decision to not believe was derived from a sense of apathy.  

Queer Astrology 

	The concept that people who use astrology use it to the end of trying to gain a sense of personal control seems universally understood. It is present within Wuthnow and Adorno’s works, within the express statements of queer astrologers, and, notably also within the perspectives of this survey’s participants. In response to the question of whether or not  astrology is ‘primarily used by people who want to feel that they have control over their lives’, 64% of the participants either agreed, or strongly agreed. In particular relation to how this might relate to queerness, Interviewee D (a gay cis woman) mentioned that:

‘…for many queer people, it creates a sense of belonging where that feeling has been stripped from us in everyday society. It also maybe gives them a sense of belonging that has nothing to do with gender or sexuality.’

	This perception, that astrology provides queer people an avenue to fashion an identity that exists outside of their sexuality has been championed variously in the queer astrological canon. To recall Chani Nicholas’ statements on why queer people ‘love’ astrology: ‘Maybe it’s because [astrological] reflection understands us, supports us and reveals us to ourselves. [Astrology] tells us that not only is it OK to be who we are, it is in fact required that we be.[footnoteRef:31] Importantly here, when asked whether or not ‘astrology is an effective tool queer people can use to explore their individual identities and reclaim identity markers’, 47% of the participants agreed, while only 6% disagreed—the remainder remained neutral. Following this, a number of respondents noted that they could understand why queer people might be more likely to believe in astrology because of its ability to offer a sense of meaning to an otherwise marginalised community. Mirroring the like responses of seven other participants, one survey respondent said: [31:  Chani Nicholas. “Why Do Queers Love Astrology?” 2016. 
] 


‘There’s been a lot of negativity and hate towards the queer community from most organized religions which I think drives a lot of those individuals towards alternative forms of religion and spiritual practice.’

	However, despite demonstrating a concise understanding of why queer people might be more likely to believe in astrology, the survey’s participants still tended to disagree that astrology could provide them an effective course for founding an affirmative identity. When asked whether or not ‘astrology is an effective way to learn more about an individual's personality’, 65% of the respondents disagreed. The response here seems to undermine both Wuthnow, and the queer astrologers’ perspectives on how marginalised/queer people view astrology. Where both of those theoretical perspectives seem to suggest that astrology might be popular among marginalized people because it allows them to fashion a feeling of self-affirmation, the evidence presented by the sample of this study suggests that that concept is understandable but inapplicable to the respondents here. The conception then that queer people use astrology to find more honest terms of self-identification is thus theoretically valid, but it is not a universal queer experience.

	Finally, it’s interesting to consider just how the sample of queer people who participated in the survey fashion this sense of identity that others may attribute to astrology. Notably Interviewees A, C and D all specified that they would rather cultivate a sense of their identity based on their own lived experiences over anything else. Subsequently then, their main problem with astrology is that it takes people out of prioritizing their lived experiences and asks them to consider astrological insight ahead of their own beliefs about themselves. Interviewee D, for example said that:

‘I like to think that I know who I am and what I’m doing based on looking at…who I am and what I’m doing. I just try to find center in myself and let everything else go.’

	Ultimately it was made rather clear that, for the participants of the survey, the affirmative elements of astrology noted by queer astrologers are understandable, however not relatable to them which is why they do not spend much time considering it. Importantly though, the majority of respondents (82%) did not feel as though their disbelief in astrology disconnected them from the queer community at large, as suggested in Cohen’s article.[footnoteRef:32] One of the survey respondents specifically mentioned that:  [32:  Sascha Cohen. “Astrology Isn’t for All Queer People.” Them., 2018. ] 


‘Anytime I mention I’m not really into it people don’t seem to mind, or they start talking to me about it, which I also don’t mind.’

	Moreover, that same 82% stated that they were either neutral on, or in favour of queer interest in astrology. What seems most important in this study, is that it is most important that people be left to use whatever terms they wish to find identity affirmation. For this sample of nonbelievers, that means foregoing astrology as a valid means to do this, however remaining open to accepting the realities of other people within their community who feel it is.  
	
Conclusion
	
	At the outset, this study sought to consider what queer people who do not believe in astrology believe about astrology. It was also my intention to weigh those beliefs against the cultural and statistical evidence presented by Queer astrologers, and sociological theorists that suggests that queers are more likely to believe in astrology on account of their marginality. Following a series of interviews and the collection of survey responses from 21 people who self-identified as queer non-believers, a number of conclusions have come to light. First, it is interesting that that the majority of the participants did not disagree outright with either of what the sociological theorists, like Wuthnow and Adorno, or queer astrologers like Chani Nicholas had to say about astrology. Namely the respondents seemed to agree that astrology was in fact highly popular among queer people, and they largely understood and supported why something like astrology might be useful to the queer or ‘marginalised’ community in terms of developing affirmative identity classifications. Subsequently however, a large portion of the participants personally disagreed with idea that astrology was a useful way to cultivate such a sense of identity for themselves, instead preferring individual modes of identification that were largely based on personal and lived experiences. To undo the last point made, this perception undermines both Wuthnow and Nicholas’ suggestion that the type of self-rationalization that can be achieved through astrology was something common to the queer experience. Ultimately though, it is compelling that the majority of the participants did not express disdain for astrology, or people who used it. Despite not believing in it themselves, they were generally open to seeing that it may prove effective for others. The emphasis to be drawn here is on the idea that the participants of the study generally seem to agree that queer people (including themselves) should feel free to categorise and consider their identities in ways that work for them on an individual basis. Whether or not astrology is a part of that process should remain up to them.
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Appendix A: Blank Survey
Hello! My name is Dylan Coutts. I’m a queer post-graduate student in Cultural Astronomy at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I’m currently conducting research on the common associations made between astrological interest and queer identity. This a short questionnaire for people who identify as queer and who do not ‘believe’ or ‘have interest’ in astrology. Noting the popularity of astrological ‘belief’ or ‘interest’ in the queer community [expressed in articles like: 'The Rise of the Queer Astrology Movement' (Beusman, 2015), and 'Queer Astrology: Why LGBTQ People Seek Answers in the Stars' (Santoro, 2019)] this research will consider some of the opinions that queer people who do not believe in astrology, have about astrology. Your responses will help define some of the varied perspectives queer people may have about the issue. Your participation is greatly appreciated. Your participation is also voluntary, anonymous and confidential. You may refuse to answer any question and/or not complete the survey for any reason. The information will only be used for this research. It will be deleted two years after the conclusion of the project. You must be 18 years old or older to participate. Please contact me at dylangeorgecoutts@gmail.com if you have any questions.
How do you describe your gender?
How do you describe your sexuality?
Agree or Disagree: I feel marginalized as a result of my gender identity? 
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Agree or Disagree: I feel marginalized as a result of my sexual identity?
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Do you consider yourself a spiritual person?
Yes / No / Prefer Not to Say / Write In
Agree or Disagree: I believe in astrology.
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Agree or Disagree: I am interested in astrology.
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Do you know your zodiac sign from memory?
Yes / No / Prefer Not to Say / Write In
Do you know your moon or rising sign from memory? 
Yes / No / Prefer Not to Say / Write In
Have you ever sought out information about your zodiac sign?
Yes / No / Prefer Not to Say / Write In
If 'Yes': What did you think about the information you found?
What would you say is the depth of you research into astrology?
Have you ever consulted an astrologer?
What category does astrology fit into best?
Divination / Entertainment / Pseudoscience / Religion / Science / Psychological Tool
Where do you encounter astrology most often?
What are some of the reasons for your disbelief / disinterest in astrology?
Why do you think people are interested in / believe in astrology?
Agree or Disagree: Astrology and science are incompatible.
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Agree or Disagree:  Astrology is used by people who want to feel that they have control over their lives.
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Agree or Disagree: Astrology is used by people who don't feel comfortable in established religious structures.
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Agree or Disagree: Online astrology memes are entertaining.
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Agree or Disagree: Online astrology memes are belittling.
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Why do you think queer people are more likely to believe in astrology than others?
Does your disinterest / disbelief in astrology make you feel isolated from others in the queer community?
Why? Or why not?
Agree or Disagree: Astrology is an effective way to learn more about an individual's personality.
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Agree or Disagree: Astrology is an effective tool queer people can use to explore their individual identities and reclaim identity markers?
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Agree or Disagree: Astrology is an effective way to gain a sense of self control.
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Agree or Disagree: Conversations about astrology are usually safe spaces for queer people.
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Agree or Disagree: Conversations are about astrology are exclusive.
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
Agree or Disagree: I have a problem with queer people who believe in astrology.
1 = Strongly Disagree,  5 = Strongly Agree
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