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In the simplest form a heretic is someone who deviates from an orthodox teaching. The word orthodox comes from the Greek words  orthos and doxa, orthos translates in English to ‘straight’ and doxa  to ‘opinion’; when fused together it gives us orthodoxia, meaning ‘straight-opinion’ or correct-opinion. The word heresy originates in Greek as aíresi and its meaning for the Greek speaking world was simply ‘choice’ or ‘thing chosen’. So, we can perhaps define heresy, from a Christan viewpoint, as wrong-choice. The paper will now move to heresy as viewed by the early Church Father and heresiologist, Irenaeus of Lyon.
In book one of Irenaeus Against the Heresies, Irenaeus starts out by saying that “certain people are discarding the truth and introducing deceitful myths”[footnoteRef:18185]. The keyword of interest here is arguably ‘deceitful’, it seems for Irenaeus that heresy constitutes that which is underhand and quite malicious. His book is chiefly a polemic writing against the teachings of Valentinus and  others such as Maricon who, for Irenaeus, “mislead the minds of the more ignorant and ensnare them by falsifying the Lord’s words.”[footnoteRef:4945]  These were predominantly gnostic teachings that taught a dualistic reality, the material world being evil ￼￼created by a lesser god (the demiurge) and secret knowledge, given by the true God, that lead to escaping the body and ultimately salvation; undermining orthodox doctrines of bodily resurrection, Judaic creation narratives and arguably a threat to monotheism. Heresy then, for Irenaeus, is a perversion of truth, one that must be dealt with viciously. Let us now look to modern views of heresy. [18185:  Irenaeus, 'Irenaeus: Against the Heresies ', in After the New Testament: A Reader In Early Christianity, ed. by Bart Ehrman, Second edn. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2015), p. 228]  [4945:  Ibid] 

Bauer “argued that the earliest and most authentic form of Christian belief was probably heretical rather than orthodox.”[footnoteRef:2637] In other words that orthodoxy is simply another heresy amongst heresies that gained the dominant position by quashing out its opponents. Bauer makes the point that if we “simply agree with the Judgement of the anti-heretical fathers... do we all to quickly become dependent upon the vote of but one party”[footnoteRef:30605]. One can sympathise with this view as we can all too quickly take for granted that which is excepted and dismiss any prior opinions. In opposition to this Mcgrath argues that not only does this make heresy and orthodoxy an arbitrary phenomenon but draws a parallel to our cultural time of fierce scepticism and authoritarian distrust.  Mcgrath quotes from Jewish writer Will Herberg who quoted:  [2637:  Alister McGrath, Heresy (New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 2009), p. 3.]  [30605:  Walter Bauer, Orthodoxy and Heresy in Earliest Christianity, ed. by Robert A. Kraft and Gerhard Krodel , trans. by Greorg Strecker (London : SCM Press Ltd , 1972), p. 21.] 

“Today, people eagerly vaunt themselves as heretics, hoping that they will thereby prove interesting; for what does a heretic mean today but an original mind, a man who thinks for himself and spurns creeds and dogmas?”[footnoteRef:26956]  [26956:  Alister McGrath, Heresy (New York: Harper Collins Publishers , 2009), p. 2.] 

In this sense heresy is seen as liberation from an oppressive authoritative opinion rather than a deviation from ‘correct-opinion’. We see today that opinions people once held as orthodox, for example pro-life laws on abortion, are now seen as against our freedom to choose, our freedom for aíresi (choice).  Heresy we may define today broadly as simply a choice in conflict from an opposing groups opinion whether religious or otherwise. However, for Christians and Mcgrath at least, heresy is still held in its traditional patristic form as any doctrine taught that distorts truth rather than preserving it.[footnoteRef:29290] [29290:  Ibid., P. 31.] 
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