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Intensive Greek I 
 

The Greek Alphabet 
 
The Greek alphabet has 24 letters – many of them will already be familiar to you. 
 
Uppercase  Lowercase  Name  Pronunciation 
Α    α   alpha  α (short) await or cup  
        ᾱ (long) father 
 
Β   β   beta  b (hard) 
 
Γ   γ   gamma g (hard) get 
        n (hard) before γ, κ, ξ, or χ 
 
Δ    δ   delta  d (hard) 
 
Ε    ε   epsilon e (hard) pet 
 
Ζ    ζ   zeta  sd (short) wisdom 
 
Η    η   eta  a (soft) late 
 
Θ    θ   theta  t (hard) top 
        th (soft) theatre 
 
Ι    ι   iota  ι (short) bit 

ῑ (long) feet 
 
Κ    κ   kappa  k (hard) 
 
Λ    λ   la(m)bda l (hard) 
 
Μ    μ   mu  m (hard) 
 
Ν    ν   nu  n (hard) 
 
Ξ   ξ   xi  x (short) axe 
 
Ο    ο   omicron o (short) soft 
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Π    π   pi  p (hard) top 
 
Ρ    ρ   rho  r (rolled) 
 
Σ C    σ ς ϲ   sigma  s (hard) soft 
 
Τ    τ   tau  t (hard) coat 
 
Υ    υ   upsilon υ (short) put 

ῡ (long) fool 
 
Φ    φ   phi  p (hard) people 
        ph 
 
Χ    χ   chi  c (hard) cat 
        c (soft) loch 
 
Ψ    ψ   psi  ps 
 
Ω    ω   omega  aw 
        o (soft) hope 
 
The use of capital letters for names and at the beginning of sentences is a modern 
practice. You’ll notice that in the textbook capital letters are used for people’s 
names but not after full-stops or other punctuation. Whether you follow the 
textbook or use capitals in accordance with modern English usage is entirely up 
to you – but whatever format you do use, please be consistent. 
 
 


