Intensive Greek I

The Greek Alphabet

The Greek alphabet has 24 letters — many of them will already be familiar to you.

Uppercase Lowercase Name

A ol alpha

B § beta

r Y gamma
A o delta

E € epsilon
Z C zeta

H n eta

C) 0 theta

I L iota

K K kappa
A A la(m)bda
M t mu

N % nu

= & xi

@) 0 omicron

Pronunciation

« (short) await or cup
a (long) father

b (hard)

g (hard) get
n (hard) before vy, k, &, or x

d (hard)

e (hard) pet

sd (short) wisdom
a (soft) late

t (hard) top
th (soft) theatre

t (short) bit
t (long) feet

k (hard)

I (hard)

m (hard)

n (hard)

x (short) axe

o (short) soft



I1 Tt pi p (hard) top

P 0 rho r (rolled)

rC ogC sigma s (hard) soft
T T tau t (hard) coat
Y v upsilon v (short) put

U (long) fool

D @ phi p (hard) people
ph

X X chi ¢ (hard) cat
c (soft) loch

N4 P psi ps

Q @ omega aw
o (soft) hope

The use of capital letters for names and at the beginning of sentences is a modern
practice. You'll notice that in the textbook capital letters are used for people’s
names but not after full-stops or other punctuation. Whether you follow the
textbook or use capitals in accordance with modern English usage is entirely up
to you — but whatever format you do use, please be consistent.



