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 – Development of Academic Skills 
Academic skills are very important for success in higher education. These skills include academic writing, critical thinking, research skills, digital skills and time management. Students need to develop these abilities to complete assignments, understand lectures and achieve good results.
One important academic skill is critical thinking. Critical thinking means analysing information carefully instead of just accepting it as true. In the digital age, students have access to a lot of information online. However, not all information is reliable. Students must learn how to check if a source is trustworthy and supported by evidence (Bearman et al., 2022). This helps students avoid using incorrect or biased information in their work.
Another key skill is academic writing. Academic writing must be clear, organised and formal. It should include evidence from academic sources and follow proper referencing rules. According to Bailey (2022), students must learn how to paraphrase, summarise and reference correctly to avoid plagiarism. Using Harvard referencing allows readers to see where the information comes from and ensures academic honesty.
Research skills are also essential. Students need to know how to search for academic articles using library databases or Google Scholar. It is important to choose peer-reviewed sources because they are checked by experts before publication. Evaluating sources using tools like the CRAAP test helps students decide if a source is current, relevant and reliable.
In modern universities, digital skills are becoming more important. Many courses use online platforms for lectures, assignments and communication. Jisc (2022) explains that digital capability includes information literacy, communication, collaboration and online safety. Students who develop strong digital skills are more confident in online learning environments.
Another important skill is independent learning. University students must manage their time, meet deadlines and plan their work carefully. Nicol (2021) explains that feedback is very important for improvement. Students should read feedback carefully and use it to improve future assignments. Planning work in stages research, drafting, editing helps improve quality.
In conclusion, developing academic skills is necessary for success in higher education. Critical thinking, academic writing, research ability, digital skills and time management all work together. 
Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test
Source 1
Author(s) and year: Jisc (2022)
Where found: Google Scholar / Jisc website
· Currency: Published in 2022, so the information is recent and relevant to current digital learning.
· Relevance: The source explains digital skills needed in higher education, which directly links to this topic.
· Authority: Jisc is a well-known UK organisation that supports digital development in education.
· Accuracy: The framework is based on research and consultation with universities.
· Purpose: The purpose is to guide institutions and students in improving digital skills.
Source 2
Author(s) and year: Bearman, M., Ajjawi, R., Tai, J. and Boud, D. (2022)
Where found: Google Scholar
· Currency: Published in 2022, so it reflects recent changes in digital assessment.
· Relevance: The article discusses digital technology and academic integrity in higher education.
· Authority: The authors are researchers in higher education and published in a peer-reviewed journal.
· Accuracy: The article is evidence-based and reviewed by experts.
· Purpose: The purpose is to explain how digital tools affect assessment and academic standards.
Synthesis of Academic Sources
Both sources focus on digital skills in higher education. Jisc (2022) explains the digital capabilities students and institutions need, such as communication, information literacy and online safety. Bearman et al. (2022) discuss how digital technology affects assessment and academic integrity.
The two sources agree that digital skills are not only technical skills. Students must also understand how to use technology responsibly and ethically. However, Jisc (2022) mainly focuses on building digital capability, while Bearman et al. (2022) focus more on challenges in digital assessment.
When these two sources are combined, they give a wider understanding of digital learning. Jisc (2022) shows what skills are needed, and Bearman et al. (2022) explain why these skills are important, especially for maintaining academic integrity. Together, they show that digital competence is necessary for success in modern higher education.
 Key Challenge and Opportunity 
Key Challenge:
A major challenge is maintaining academic integrity in digital learning environments. Bearman et al. (2022) explain that new technologies can make assessment more complex. Jisc (2022) also highlights differences in students’ digital skills, which can create inequality.
Key Opportunity:
A key opportunity is improving student confidence and performance through strong digital capability development. Jisc (2022) shows that structured digital skills support better engagement and participation in online learning.
Academic Planning for Component 2
I will first focus on writing a clear introduction and main argument. Then I will develop strong paragraphs supported by academic evidence. I will work on improving my referencing and critical thinking skills. Component 2 will include an introduction, main discussion sections, and a conclusion. I will plan time for drafting and editing to improve clarity and organisation.
Timeline
	Task
	Date / Deadline

	Finish research
	20 February 2026

	Draft first section
	22 February 2026

	Complete first draft
	25 February 2026

	Final editing
	27 February 2026




Reference List – Component 1
Bailey, S. (2022) Academic writing: A handbook for international students. 6th edn. London: Routledge.
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Application of Academic Skills
Introduction
Digital learning has become a central part of higher education. Universities now use online platforms, digital libraries, virtual classrooms and electronic assessments. Technology allows students to access learning materials anytime and communicate easily with lecturers and peers. However, digital learning also brings new challenges. Students must develop strong academic and digital skills to succeed in this environment.
Understanding both the challenges and opportunities of digital learning is important because they directly affect academic performance and student confidence. Without the right skills, students may struggle with information overload, online assessment, or digital inequality.
This report will first discuss key challenges faced by students in the digital era. It will then examine important opportunities created by digital tools. Finally, it will propose three strategies students can use to succeed in digital higher education.
Challenges for Students in the Digital Era 
One major challenge in the digital era is maintaining academic integrity. Digital tools and artificial intelligence can make it easier for students to copy, misuse sources or rely too heavily on automated systems. Bearman et al. (2022) explain that assessment in digital environments requires new approaches to protect academic standards. If students do not understand referencing and critical thinking, they may unintentionally commit plagiarism. This directly links to academic writing and integrity skills taught in class.
Another key challenge is the digital skills gap. Not all students have the same level of digital competence. Jisc (2022) highlights differences in digital confidence, access and ability across student populations. Students with weaker digital skills may struggle with online platforms, research databases or digital collaboration tools. This can negatively affect academic performance and participation.
Furthermore, information overload is a problem in digital learning environments. Bond et al. (2021) state that students often feel overwhelmed by large amounts of online information. Without strong research and critical thinking skills, it becomes difficult to select reliable academic sources. These challenges show why academic skills development is essential in modern higher education.
Opportunities in the Digital Era 
Despite challenges, digital learning also provides important opportunities. One key opportunity is greater access to information and flexible learning. Online databases, recorded lectures and digital libraries allow students to learn at their own pace. According to Martin et al. (2020), digital learning environments can increase engagement when students actively use online tools.
Another opportunity is collaboration and communication. Digital platforms support group work through shared documents, discussion forums and video meetings. Hrastinski (2021) explains that online interaction can improve participation when structured effectively. This supports teamwork and communication skills taught in higher education.
However, digital tools are only effective when students use them critically. Simply having access to technology does not guarantee better learning (Selwyn, 2021). Students must actively engage with materials and apply academic skills such as analysis and reflection. When used properly, digital tools can strengthen independence, research ability and communication skills. Therefore, the effectiveness of digital learning depends on how well students apply academic skills in digital contexts.
How Students Can Adapt to Succeed
To succeed in digital higher education, students can apply three key strategies.
Strategy 1: Develop Strong Digital and Information Literacy
Students should actively develop digital literacy skills, including evaluating online sources and using academic databases. This strengthens research and critical thinking skills. Jisc (2022) emphasises that digital capability includes information literacy and responsible technology use. By learning how to evaluate sources using frameworks such as the CRAAP test, students reduce the risk of plagiarism and misinformation. This strategy directly addresses challenges related to academic integrity and information overload.
Strategy 2: Practise Structured Academic Writing and Referencing
Students should follow clear writing structures and use proper Harvard referencing. This develops academic writing skills and protects academic integrity. Bailey (2022) explains that structured writing improves clarity and argument quality. Bearman et al. (2022) also highlight the importance of adapting assessment practices in digital contexts. By planning assignments carefully and referencing correctly, students can meet academic standards and avoid misconduct.
Strategy 3: Engage in Active Online Collaboration and Feedback
Students should participate actively in online discussions and use feedback to improve. Nicol (2021) states that feedback strengthens learning when students reflect and apply suggestions. Engaging in collaborative digital platforms improves communication and teamwork skills. Hrastinski (2021) supports the idea that structured online interaction increases meaningful engagement. This strategy uses digital opportunities to improve academic performance.
Conclusion 
Digital learning has transformed higher education by introducing both challenges and opportunities. Key challenges include maintaining academic integrity, managing information overload and overcoming differences in digital skills. However, digital tools also provide flexible access to learning and improved collaboration.
To succeed in this environment, students must actively develop digital literacy, practise structured academic writing and engage in online collaboration. These strategies strengthen critical thinking, research ability and communication skills. Academic evidence shows that technology alone does not guarantee success; students must apply academic skills effectively.
Overall, success in the digital era depends on the development and application of strong academic skills. When students combine digital competence with critical thinking and structured learning, they can achieve positive academic outcomes.
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