Academic Proposal

Perception and Backlash:
An investigation in to public and governmental responses to Somalian immigrants and refugees in Kenya 

Introduction
In the reading I have recently done in the field of migration studies, the topic that most interests me and which I intend to develop further is how an action or event comes to negatively impact on a group, whether refugee or immigrant, in the eyes of a host nations public and government. The reason I want to develop this theme further is twofold, a sentence in the paper ‘Educating for return: Somali refugees in Dadaab’ (2019), describing the experience of Somali refugees in Kenya facing mistrust and fear from the Kenyan public and accusations of being infiltrated by the militant group Al-Shabaab by the Kenyan government. The second reason is personal, I am the child of Irish immigrant parents and have ‘passed’ for British my whole life. This gave me an outsider/insider experience of the British public’s feelings and responses, the medias and the governments during the IRA bombing campaign of the1970’s and 1980’s. I was only a child then, as an adult now, I ask what was the host nations perception of this community, was there a backlash from that host nation’s population and potentially government upon that immigrant group and how this might impact upon that groups freedom of movement, restrictions or limitations to  educational opportunities, employment, housing and access to medical care. This idea has universal potential, wherever there has been forced migration to a host nation’s borders, there is potential conflict between ‘native’ and migrant.  

Background  
I have chosen to look at Somali refugees and ethnic Somali’s living within Kenya and the potential impact the attacks perpetrated by Al-Shabaab (militant Somalian based group) on the Kenyan population has had on the Kenyan perception of the Somali population living within the Kenyan borders. The reason I consider this an important but overlooked area of research, is the idea that that refugees or immigrants when moving to a new location away from conflict, may carry an additional burden with them to this location, that of the threat of violence from within their own community. If this violence then impacts on the new host country’s population, does it drive a wedge of distrust and fear between this humanitarian act of safe haven from host and guest, forcing these refugees from violence back in to the relative safety of the violence that caused them to flee in the first place. 

This perception of criminals or militants hiding within refugee camps and immigrant communities is not new, a comparison with the  British public and political responses to the IRA  attacks in England during the 1970’s and 1980’s. Specifically, the Birmingham and Guildford pub bombings of 1974 and 1975, the convictions for which eventually lead to court rulings of ‘unsafe and unsatisfactory’.  This brings up the issue of safety and the perception of safety for the refugee or immigrant within the borders of their newly adopted safe haven. A problem the newly dispossessed have is the potential desire to avoid interaction with local administrators or governmental security forces, informing them  of potential harmful people within their community, i.e. Al-Shabaab the Kenyan accuse them of, balanced against this is the fear of reprisals or being sent back to where they fled from in the first place.  These are just a few of many more possible examples of immigrant and refugee populations experience of perception in the host nations eyes and potential actions of backlash to the perception of violence from within that community, whether actual or the threat of.     

Aims and objectives

To assess the potential or actual impact and response to Al-Shabaab’s terrorist attacks on Kenyan civilians and the military.  
· The Kenyan populace: to look at any newspaper stories, journal articles and books relating to the Kenyan populations perception of the Somalian population living within Kenya’s borders. 
· The Kenyan government: to look at any structural, institutional and economic  factors that they have implemented that may have had an adverse impact on the Somalian refugee or immigrant population. 
· To look at the Somalian refugees and immigrants and look for interviews with Somalian community leaders, the general public and intellectuals, newspaper stories and books to see if there is or has been any backlash upon them from Kenyan perceptions of their harbouring terrorists within their community. 
· As a response, have these perceptions informed Kenyan public opinion and government policy to the Somalian population within Kenya’s borders. 
· To consider the application of  social identity theory and the competition for resources as conceived by Henri Tajfel, to the interpretation of Kenyan words and deeds in their perception of Somali refugees and immigrants.  

 Areas to be considered for the paper:
· A short introductory history of Somalia to give context for present day situation. From colony through to civil war, separation of Somaliland and connection to North Eastern Kenyan territory. 
· A short history of the birth and development of Al-Shabaab, the Somalian based  terrorist group .
· Development of Dadaab Somalian refugee camp, the largest and oldest in Kenya. 
· Somalia’s civil war, refugee crisis and development of Somali refugee camp Dadaab in Kenya.
· Somali refugees and Al-Shabaab, the potential perception of the infiltration of refugees by Al-Shabaab in the Kenyan public and Governments mind. 
· Potential impact of any  restrictions on ethnic Somali and Somali refugees, living in Kenya, Dadaab camp, North Eastern territory of Kenya and Eastleigh area of Nairobi. 
· What the impact of the murder of 142 students at Kenya’s Garissa University College in 2015 had on Kenyan perception of the Somali people. 
Methodology
A search for documents online which use the keywords: Somalia; Dadaab; Garissa; Al-Shabaab; Nairobi and Eastleigh; Kenyan Muslims; the Islamic Party of Kenya and the Muslim Youth Center;  Islamic radicalism in Kenya, Kenyan government policy guidelines, and laws such as the Prevention of Terrorism Act 2012. A difficulty with this type of search is the subaltern voice that would exist for Somali refugees. Searching out for peer reviewed articles and books would give authority but potentially an abstract, removed from everyday experience of reality for Somalian’s. Newspaper and online  articles might help with this, balanced against the verifiable objectivity of these articles. This type of research is also limited by being only able to search for documentary evidence that is published in English, potentially reducing the voices available to be heard for this research. 

Literature review   
A small selection accumulated for the annotated bibliography, some not used:
· Islamic Radicalization in Kenya (2015) Primarily focuses on why Kenyan Muslims have become radicalized, useful for potential comparison between perception Kenyan (native) Muslims and Somalian Muslims (refugees or immigrants).  
· Kenya’s Al-Shabaab paradox (2017)  Kenyan military involvement in Somalia and the impact this has had on Kenya.
· Rethinking Somali refugee solutions in Kenya (2019) looking at Somalian forced repatriation by Kenya and the alternative, integration of Somali’s into local area. 
· Educating for return: Somali refugees in Dadaab (2019) focusing on the solution of education for Dadaab camp refugees to assist them before returning to Somalia. 

Expected outcomes
In following this research idea, I suspect it would lead to further examples of perception and backlash between host nation, immigrant and refugee populations. Wherever there has been conflict, civil war and natural disaster, that has caused populations to become refugees or migrants, there will be the potential of host nation perception and backlash against the non ‘native’ interloper. 

Schedule of work
Three or four days to collate the data from online searches during this time of COVID-19, and no access to a physical library. Seven days to read collected research material and make notes for essay. Three days to write first draft of 2,500-word essay, take a day a off from study to clear head, final four days spend editing essay.  
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