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Students will compile a 2000-word essay analysing the following definition of “Terrorism”
“Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings” (Cooper, 2001)
Throughout the history of the human race, there have been many acts of “terrorism” committed by different individuals, groups, organisations, and states. Many well-known terrorists and groups include Al Qaeda and 9/11 and the Irish Republican Army and the Birmingham bombings. However, the term “terrorism” is evidently described as having different meanings by the different individuals who have tried to define it. In a study undertaken by Schmidt and Jongman 1988, 109 definitions of “terrorism” were analysed and was discovered that 83.5% of definitions contained the term “violence”, 65% of definitions contained the term “political”, 51% contained the terms “fear” or “terror” and 47% identified the definition of terrorism to be a “threat”. Organisations that have been connected with terrorism have been proscribed by the Home Secretary in the UK as Terrorist Organisations. According to Gov.UK, 2021 the Home Secretary proscribes this title to organisations that “commits or participates in acts of terrorism, prepares for terrorism, promotes or encourages terrorism, or is otherwise concerned with terrorism”. 
The Terrorism Act 2000 defines “terrorism” as the use or threat of “serious violence against a person, serious damage to a property, endangering a persons life, creating serious risk to the health and safety of the public, and an action designed to seriously interfere with or disrupt an electronic system” The Terrorism Act 2000 also states the act must be motivated in the purpose of “advancing a political, religious, racial, or ideological cause”.
It can also be expressed that as the world develops, so does terrorism and the methods that can be used to commit such acts. For example, through the advancement of technology and the internet, the definition of terrorism may further change to include cyber terrorism and the implications which surround that. Cyberterrorism is defined by the Cambridge Dictionary 2022 as the “use of the internet to damage or destroy computer systems for political or other reasons”.
We can also see this development within UK law. For example, before the Terrorism Act 2000, the definition of “terrorism” was described in law by the Prevention of Terrorism Act 1989 and was stated to be the “use of violence for political ends”. The definition given in the Prevention of Terrorism Act 1989 can be seen to be drastically less detailed than the definition given in the Terrorism Act 2000. This shows that the scope of terrorism was dramatically less than in the current legislation and that “terrorism” was generalised to only include acts of violence which were led by political means. However, under the newer legislation, we can see that the term “terrorism” now includes religious, political, racial, and ideological factors. 
English. R, 2009, in his book “Terrorism, How to Respond” shows the contrasting difference between the definitions of terrorism given by scholars. For example, Primoratz. I, 1990 defines terrorism as “the deliberate use of violence, or threat of its use, against innocent people, with the aim of intimidating them, or other people, into a course of action they would otherwise would not take”. Differently, English also mentions the definition given by Kidd and Walter 2006 in their study The Strategies of Terrorism. In this study, Kidd and Walter give the more dulled-down definition of terrorism as “the use of violence against civilians by non-state actors to attain political goals”. The different definitions of terrorism seem to be subjective to each individual's research on the topic and seem to differ throughout time, presumably due to the different terror attacks that have taken place between studies.
Due to the number of different definitions that have been produced over time, it is expected that different implications can arise because of this. Although there is a significant difference between some of the definitions given by scholars, it can also be identified that some of these definitions have similarities. For example, the definition given by Cooper, 2001 is arguably similar to that of the definition given by Primoratz. I, 1990 where they both state that the aim of terrorism is to inject enough fear into society that it intimidates them into changing their actions. Differently, both Kidd and Walter 2006 and the Terrorism Act 2000 state that terrorism has a strong link with politics.
There are many reasons why having different definitions of the term “terrorism” could have multiple implications. For example, within the law, if an unlawful killing has been committed in the name of a religion, either from a lone wolf acting or from a group or organisation, if we went by the definitions stated by Cooper 2001, Kydd and Walter 2006 or the Cambridge Dictionary 2022, this attack may not be considered as a terrorist attack due to it being based on religion and not off politics. This could mean that attacks like 9/11 where Al Qaeda bombed the World Trade Centre buildings would not be counted as “terrorism” as they were not done for political gains, but because they were trying to instil fear into society so that people convert to their faith rather than being non-believers or “untrue” Muslims. On the other hand, these definitions would allow the IRA Birmingham bombings to be classed as “terrorism” as it was all done on political grounds to separate Northern Ireland from the rest of the UK and so that it was not occupied by the British army.
A further implication of having multiple different definitions of the term “terrorism” is that it makes it harder for the parties and organisations involved to determine whether an act has been committed as an act of terrorism or if it should be labelled as a different crime. This judgement would drastically change the way that the suspect would be treated and sentenced within the legal system. For example, according to a paper written by the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 2007 anyone within the UK that is suspected of terrorism or committing a terrorist attack can be detained for 14 days or up to 28 days if sanctioned by courts. However, if the individual is not suspected of terrorism or committing a terrorist act then they could only be detained for 24 hours or up to 36 or 96 hours if they are suspected of a serious crime Gov.UK 2022. This could be considered serious due to detaining someone for extended periods of time without being charged with a crime is considered a violation of Article 5, right to liberty and security, of the individual's human rights under the Human Rights Act 1998. 
Another implication of having more than 1 definition for the term “terrorism” is that a clear line must be drawn so that any incidents that come under that definition should be classed as terrorism. A key example that could be discussed in regard to this is the event of the Black Lives Matter protests in 2020 due to the death of George Floyd which led to the deaths of 19 individuals after the protests turned into riots. Under the Terrorism Act 2000, it could be argued that the Black Lives Matter movement meets the requirements of a terrorist organisation. As previously mentioned in this assignment, the Terrorism Act 2000 states that terrorism constitutes the use or threat of “serious violence against the use or threat of “serious violence against a person, serious damage to a property, endangering a person's life, creating serious risk to the health and safety of the public a person, serious damage to a property, endangering a persons life or creating serious risk to the health and safety of the public”. All of which can be seen occurring throughout the Black Lives Matter protests. By defining the term terrorism with adequate detail, this would allow a clear spectrum of what is classed as “terrorism” and what is not. This would mean that organisations such as Black Lives Matter, could be correctly classed with little debate as to the full intentions behind the movement and how they aim to achieve their goals.in turn, by doing so the right restrictions and intervening methods could be put in place to prevent the crimes from happening again
One proscribed terrorist group by the Home Secretary is Al Qaeda. Al Qaeda was created in the 1980s when Osama Bin Laden and his deputy, Dr Ayman al-Zawahiri started to recruit new Jihads after the removal of Soviet forces from Afghanistan BBC News, 2004. The term “Jihad” is referred to in the Koran as meaning “exerted effort” and is projected as trying to change oneself or to physically stand against oppressors if that’s the only way Hathout. M, 2002. 
Al Qaeda has many strong beliefs and the belief that the Muslim communities have accepted too much of the western culture and has resulted in them straying too far from “the true path of Islam” Gregg, 2010. P295. It is believed by Al Qaeda that the removal of the US would significantly weaken the apostate rulers and would allow for Al Qaeda to fill in for the power gap left by the toppling of the western rulers ADL, 2017. 
Another one of Al Qaeda’s strong beliefs is their belief in antisemitism, which is intrinsic to Al Qaeda’s ideologies and motivations, where the “Jews are believed to be the Muslim’s eternal enemy” and could not be converted to Islam. ADL, 2017
The most well-known of Al Qaeda’s terror attacks, was that of 9/11, where 2 planes flew into the World Trade Centre buildings, killing 2,977 people. This included 246 passengers and crew, 2,606 people in the towers and 125 people at the pentagon BBC, 2021. Other methods of terrorism that Al Qaeda have used are explosive devices and suicide bombing and shootings Security Service MI5, 2022. 
Other attacks that Al Qaeda are known for consist of the Charlie Hebdo shooting in Paris in 2015, where 12 people were killed and 11 people were wounded after the controversial publications of the news organisation Charlie Hebdo after an image of the Prophet Muhammad was published on the cover of their paper. This is because, for Muslims, it is an absolute prohibition to picture any of the Prophets of Islam, this is because it is thought to encourage the worship of idols BBC, 2015. 
Al Qaeda is the perfect representation of the term “terrorist” as they fit into all the categories that have been given in the different definitions of “terrorism”. For instance, referring back to the Terrorism Act 2000, it states that the organisation must have motives for “advancing a political, religious, racial, or ideological causes”. Al Qaeda fits the political motivation aspect of this definition as they are trying to take out the Western governments in order to obtain higher power in the western world. They also fit the religious motive of the term as in their ideologies, as shown by ADL, 2017, they are very antisemitic and believe that Jewish people are their worst enemies. Furthermore, attacks like 9/11 identify within the legal definition of “terrorism” that they have committed serious violence against a person or property and endangering life or creating serious risk to the health and safety of the public”. Similarly, it can be seen that Al Qaeda fit other definitions like those previously mentioned by Primitaz. I, 1990 and Kydd and Walter 2006
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