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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Regarding safeguarding within mental health, as stated previously I worked within an all age Liaison Psychiatry Service assessing people across the lifespan. Through biopsychosocial assessments and risk assessment if an adult presented lacking capacity due to their mental health I would refer for a Mental Health Act (2007) assessment to safeguard the adult who may be at risk to themselves and or others or may be experiencing a deterioration of a sever and enduring mental health illness. The 4 jurisdictions within the UK differ regarding the mental health legislation with Wales, England and Northern Ireland adhering to the Mental Health Act (2007), the Republic of Ireland have the Mental Health Act (2001) and Scotland have the  Mental Health Act (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) (2003). However, although Wales and England adhere to the Mental Health Act (2014) other mental health legislations differ. Such as, if a person requires mental health care and treatment in Wales the Mental Health Measure (Wales) (2010) legislation provides 4 different ways for a person to be supported which include local primary mental health support services, care co-ordination and treatment, easier access if you have received specialist treatment before and support to access independent mental health advocacy. In England mental health care and support needs are underpinned by the Care Act (2014). Both legislations are underpinned by assessment, eligibility and service provision.  
(255)
Within mental health assessment I have frequently made adult safeguarding referrals. I understand that Section 162(2) and 130(5)(b) of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SSWBA) (2014) outlines social workers as relevant partners, thus, I have the duty to report if I have reasonable grounds to suspect an adult is experiencing or is at risk of experiencing abuse, neglect or other forms of harm. Further to this if an adult has care and support needs and is unable to protect themselves from experiencing or is at risk of experiencing abuse, neglect or other forms of harm due to those needs I have the duty to report within 24 hours in writing. I also follow up with the Local Authority if I have not received confirmation of my report within 7 days. 
(132)

Within group supervision I identified an interest in undertaking capacity assessments within the principles of the Mental Capacity Act (2005). To respond to this I shadowed a Consultant Psychiatrist undertake a capacity assessment with an older aged client who had mild cognitive impairment. I was encouraged that they took their time to personalise the approach, as they had built a rapport over some time the Consultant Psychiatrist visited the client at a time in the day that they had come to assess as their most cognitive and gave them time to process the decision making, thus in line with NICE Guidelines (2018). This experience further developed my understanding of when working with older adults and multi-disciplinary practice.   
(117)
In Wales relevant adult safeguarding legislation is also in form of the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act (2015) which places the duty on local authorities and local health boards to provide joint strategies on Violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence. I have had experience of completing DASH RIC forms and making MARAC referrals, along with securing safe placements by working with the Local Authority and third sector services. 
(75)
(549 words)











	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Whilst there are similarities between safeguarding children and adults from abuse and or neglect there are variances in legislation therefore differences to procedures in practice. Procedures are to assist practitioners to apply the SSWBA (2014) and the Childrens Act (1989) with statutory guidance of the Working Together to Safeguard People (2022) to ensure that there is a standardised practice across Wales within different organisations (Welsh Safeguarding Procedures, 2024).
(68)
Safeguarding boards are also separated with the Childrens Safeguarding Board in place to monitor, co-ordinate and challenge its partner agencies within its region. Its objective is to protect and prevent children in its area from abuse and or neglect and was established due to Lord Laming Report (2003) of The Victoria Climbie Inquiry which informed the Childrens Act (2004) and outlined the significant importance of key agencies working together to protect and keep children safe. The adult safeguarding board objectives are to protect adults in their area who at risk or experiencing abuse, neglect or other forms of harm and whom have care and support needs. 
(106)

Overarching differences between safeguarding children and adults is their human rights to make choices. When safeguarding children, practitioners must consider the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC,1989), for instance Article 6, a child has the right to life, however this needs to be balanced with Article 9 the right to be safe from violence (Article 19). The SSWBA (2014) state that practitioners should take a child-centred approach by understanding what matters to them with paramount importance of a child’s best interests. Although this can produce a dichotomy as not all children are of an age of maturity or have capacity to participate to influence outcomes (Race & Frost, 2022). However, the SSWBA (2014) duty is protect and prevent children experiencing abuse, neglect or other forms of harm, thus if a child is experiencing significant harm or at risk of experiencing significant harm section 47 of the Childrens Act (1989) would commence investigations. 
(156)
With regards to safeguarding an adult, practitioners must consider the Human Rights Act (1998) with respect for Article 2 right to life whilst balancing Article 3 freedom from degrading treatment along with consideration for the United Nations Principles for Older Persons (1991).  Practitioners must take a person centred approach to protecting adults who are at risk who are experiencing risk of abuse or neglect and whom have care an support needs (SSWBA, 2014) however adults have further autonomy of their rights with freedoms to make decisions however unwise they may be without the interference from others, which is underpinned within the Mental Capacity Act (2005). 
(105)
(435)
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