Choice 3 images of one group at risk of exclusion and critically reflect upon these representations and how they might be interpreted by society.
This piece of work contains 3 images which represent a timeline of families and how they may be interpreted by society. The first image is a ‘traditional’ family in the 1900s, the second image is of an ‘extended’ family and the last image is a same sex family. The images will focus on middle class families. This essay will discuss the norms and values of each of the families in the three images. The discussion of marriage, workforce, gender roles, adoption and more. These themes will be used to reflect the images, in particular how each of the images are different to one another and how the families in the image could be at risk of exclusion.
Within this picture (Image 1) we can see the ‘traditional’ American middle-class family in which there is a husband, wife and their children (Rudd & Descartes, 2008). During the early 1900s this is how most families looked, especially those that were married, as the social norm was to get married and after that to have children together. Although this family look happy in the picture there are many factors which would have put them at risk of exclusion within society. (Ferrar & Lay, 2011). 
The Great Depression (1930) had a major influence on families, women faced domestic abuse, thousands of teens became drifters, engagements were everlasting, marriages were postponed, and birth rates declined (Duignan, 2013). Due to the hard times, the children within families had to grow up very quickly and took over the roles of their parents as they were despondent (Berton, 1990). Child labour was also very popular beginning of the 1900s and the work that the children would do would be very dangerous and health and safety precautions were not taken into consideration. The children would work long hours and have such little money for the amount of dangers that they faced (Hindman, 2015). Poverty was a big part of families lives in the beginning of the 1900s and many would starve and have poor health due to the extremity of the poverty that they faced (Gazeley, 2003). This can be related to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs which is a model of five stages with each stage leading to the next if the previous one is met. The first stage is the physiological needs such as water, food, sleep, homeostasis and sex. Without these needs being satisfied then an individual will have difficulty moving onto the next stage which is the safety needs. In the 1900s the people’s situation would have been the first need only being met and the result of this would mean that the safety, love and belongingness, self-esteem and self-actualization needs are not able to be met (McLeod, 2007).
Men and women that were married would unhappily stay together during the early 1900s. This was due to financial dependence and the pressure within society to remain married as it was not acceptable within society to get a divorce. They were expected to stay together until death, as stated in their wedding vows (Ruspini, 2015). Not only was this unhealthy for the married couple but it would influence the children within the family. Current research indicates that disrupted marital relationships can have an influence on the child’s emotional development and could lead to behavioural problems within the child (Benson & Haith, 2009). 
Housing in the 1900s was very different in comparison to what it is like within today’s society. Most housing for the poor and lower middle-class families had poor conditions which would not be acceptable within today’s society and would not comply with regulations in place (NHBC, 2015). The houses would often be damp, overcrowded and would have insufficient heat (Hollowell, 2003). This would relate to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs as people were not getting their basic needs met, which are the physiological and safety needs in their own homes, this meant that they were unable to reach the next stages within the hierarchy as their basic needs were not being met in their properties (McLeod, 2007). The poor housing conditions often led to health problems as the damp had an effect on their health and as they were overcrowded within one area, any infections or germs were spread easily within the homes which would lead to ill health (Hollowell, 2003). Homes were often privately rented as people were unable to afford buying a home, this was 89 per cent of individuals compared to 10 per cent of those which were owner occupied and one per cent of the rest of the population rented homes from local authorities, these are the figures from 1914 (NHBC, 2015). 
[image: ]Image 1: What is the traditional family? 







(The Mother Company, 2014).
[bookmark: _Hlk508711369]In this second image we see a family an ‘extended’ family of different race, culture and class (Sarkisian & Gerstel, 2012). This family is very different to the first image of the ‘traditional’ family as it is not homogenous (Harris-short et al 2011). This family includes divorcees, single parents and multicultural relations (Image 2). By looking at this image compared to image 1 we can see that there is a big difference in the families. Whereas this family in the 1900s would not be a social norm whereas now in the twenty first century it is (Golombok, 2015).
The twenty first century has formed big changes in families including biological, social, cultural and technological aspects. The biological factors relate to developments of contraception, sexual maturity at a younger age, the legalisation of abortion and the cultural changes in which pregnancy without marriage have been accompanied by changes in sexual behaviour (Schwab, Gray-Ice, Prentice, 2002). The twentieth century saw a big change in gender roles with women having the right to vote and beginning to work coming up to the end of the twentieth century, which resulted in women having much more independence within society and it lead to family structures being changed and also contraception contributed to this drastic change of the traditional family structure (Ruspini, 2015). Demographic actions show that fertility rates are low and life expectancy is increasing. The result of an ageing population is leading to women of childbearing ages decreasing in number. The total fertility rates among The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries have decreased in recent decades, from an average of 2.7 children per woman in 1970 to 1.7 children in 2009, this has meant that the average household sizes are getting smaller. This is due to contraceptive methods being available which allows individuals control over the occurrence and timing of births. The average age for women to have their first child has also increased, this is because more women are postponing having children and focussing on their achievements in the labour and housing markets (OECD, 2011). 
In 1967 the Abortion Act was produced which allowed doctors to make the decision on whether women met the certain criteria of the act which allowed them to then have an abortion. The National Autistic Campaign (NAC) and Abortion Law Reform Act (ALRA) then merged to form Abortion Rights in 2003 (Abortion Rights, 2017). The fastest growing family type since 1996 is the cohabiting couple families, it increased by more than double by 2017, with the given figure of 3.3 million. The number of lone parent families have also increased by 15.2 per cent, and the percentage of married couples increased by only a slight amount of 1.5 per cent (Office for National Statistics, 2017). This may be in response to factors mentioned previously such as legislations in place for divorce, abortion and child labour. More individuals are now focused on their careers within today’s society and building a financial base which is also delaying the want to have children (Billingsley et al, 2017).
[bookmark: _Hlk508730482]The social changes within families have been influenced by gender roles within families and how they are structured (Ruspini, 2015). The men were the ‘breadwinners’ within the family by going out to work and the women would be the carer of the family and stay at home to do the housework (Parr, 1990). There are many diverse family structures within today’s society such as married couples, single parents (men and women), unmarried couples with children, mixed families, divorced families, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT), reconstructed families, childless families, reconstructed families, adoption and foster families and couples that live in separate homes (Ruspini, 2015). Legislation now allows married couples to have a divorce within today’s society, this is less pressure for them and can be beneficial for the whole family in some situations as they can adjust to the change and be happier overall once they are divorced. They are no longer pressurised by society to stay with each other as there is much less stigma attached to divorce (Zastrow, 2010). On the other hand, divorce may be a very stressful time for some families as there may be a lot of conflict and disagreement, this can result in the family growing further apart (Clarke-Stewart & Brentano, 2006). Although divorce is now accepted within society it is still seen as a threat to some religious institutions as marriage is celebrated within church and it is where the marriage contract is undertaken (Hegy & Martos, 2000). 
[bookmark: _Hlk508737498]As mentioned in image 1, child labour was very popular in the beginning of the 1900s, whereas now we have laws that state how old children must be and how many hours they are able to work (Citizens Information Board, 2017) The Children and Young Persons Act (1933) was a legislation that was introduced with rules that state that no child under the age of fifteen can work. For those aged fifteen or over, they can work eight hours on days when they don’t have school to attend and they are able to work a maximum of thirty-five hours a week (Feikert, 2008). The Protection of Young Persons (Employment) Act, (1996) also entitles children to a break after working four hours or more, this break being one-hour long (Citizens Information, 2015). This is by law and if it is not undertaken an employer will get fined for not allowing the individual’s break (Feikert, 2008). There are also laws in place which prohibit children working in dangerous conditions, this is a big change compared to the times of the war and the beginning of the 1900s as children were made to work in such dangerous and life-threatening conditions (Hindman, 2009). An anthropologist named Nieuwenhuys argues that children need to work within societies in order to ‘prove their worth and their ability to make what is invested in them profitable, acquiring thereby their place in the order of intergenerational reciprocal obligations’ (Hindman, 2015).
Image 2: Who Are You?
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	(Gerdts, 2015).

This picture is taken from a soap called Coronation Street, this image is going to be used as a representation of a family within our society today, although this one is false as it is from a television soap. In this picture we see a gay couple with their adopted child, they seem to be very happy in this picture but there are factors to this family which may result in them being at risk of exclusion. What makes this gay couple different is that one of them is a vicar (image 1).
One of the most growing segments of families are the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) ones. They are shaping a new family landscape within society. ‘Social science research strongly suggests that families are socially, not biologically, constructed’ (Mezey, 2015). Same sex cohabiting couple statistics in 1996 was 15,000 and in 2006 raised to a high figure of 73,000 (ONS, 2017). In 2004, the Civil Partnership Act (2004) was introduced in which was the first act to consider same sex couple relationships. Nine years later the Marriage (same sex couples) Act (2013) became law and allowed same sex individuals to marry legally in Wales and England. The first same sex wedding took place in 2014. Not all religious organisations are happy to conduct same sex marriages but the act protects them from having to do so if they do not wish, they can ‘opt in’ if they would like to allow same sex marriages to take place within their organisation (Gov. UK, 2013).
The Adoption and Children Act (2002) gave unmarried couples, including same sex couples the right to adopt, this became law in December 2005, this was a big change as couples no longer had to be married to adopt, which could result in a lot less pressure for couples and financial difficulty and also same-sex couples were recognised within legislation and had the same equal rights as heterosexual couples (Legislation. gov. UK, 2017). The number of LGBT adoptions that have taken place have reached a high in recent statistics from 2014 with 480 children placed in loving and stable homes. The government have also introduced a number of reforms which offer support to those individuals adopting through the whole process, including assistance in filling in forms during the process (Gov.UK, 2015) 
Due to women being portrayed as more nurturing than men, this can attach a lot of stigma to gay fathers. Referring to this, research has been done which shows that fathers have the same influence on children as the mother and the only influential factors in life that are needed for children the most is warmth, sensitivity and responsiveness, which they can receive equally from both a male and female (Golombok, 2015). As the child in this image is female, it is said that she may show less sex-typed behaviour than she would usually if she were to have a female role model in their lives, this including lesbian mothers (Golombok, 2015).
Although same sex couples are more accepted within today’s society, if this was the situation in (image 1) then there would be big differences in the amount of exclusion that they faced. (Buckle, 2015). In the second world war, psychiatrists were more intrigued with gay individuals due to screening procedures being introduced which was to discover homosexual men. This then led to them being disqualified and were seen to be unsuitable to be in the military forces as they did not have the right mindset and their personality was classed as unfit to be a part of the military.  Military officials developed demanding protocols which included hospitalization, interrogation, surveillance, and mass indoctrination (Bérubé, 2010).
[bookmark: _Hlk508736296]Gay individuals are protected from discrimination within today’s society by the Equality Act (2010). This act protects them from being treated differently to others within society, this includes professionals such as healthcare workers, teachers within schools, within the workplace and in general society (Gov.UK, 2015). Although gay couples are much more accepted within today’s society (Buckle, 2015) as stated previously, religious organisations are not as accepting to gay couples. This is a contrast to the Equality Act (2010) as the couple in the image are not fully equalised within today’s society as same sex marriage has been legalised but is not accepted in some religious organisations (Gov, UK, 2013).
[image: ]Image 2: Billy and Todd become the Street’s first gay parents: ‘Corrie has always moved with the times!’
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