


Classicism and positivism have very similar concepts, but it can be argued that they can resist each other to a degree. Classicism within criminology is considered to be a method that examines the objective of logical steps and free will. Classicism considers human nature to be reasoned, and in control of self-seeking. Individuals are perceived to all be equal where human beings would form their own decisions, along with having free that will allow for reasoning. Classicist criminologists have argued that the character of the offender is relativist for that reason, steps that are taken are done voluntarily and are to be held accountable for the repercussions that arise from their actions. ‘’even though free will may not live flawlessly, the criminal law is largely formed on its supposed vitality and shapes the base for penal sanction’’ (Fogel, 1995). The clarity of crime towards classicism is of which defies society. It tends not to be a consequence opposed to the state but versus people of the public. Cesare Beccaria stated that the degree of punishment should be established on destruction created. Cesare Beccaria along with Jeremy Bentham were two major contributors that were great insight thinkers in the region of classical thinking. However, it was argued that Beccaria neglected the fact that not every crime that is committed is the result of ‘moral calculation’ due to its advantages or disadvantages. It could also be argued that some crimes that are committed are out of one’s control and was not committed by their choice. Bentham's improvement to ‘classical’ theory is established by his utilitarian beliefs, concerned with the contentment and well fare of the residents and trusting that punishment, with reference to the delivering of pain, should always be accounted for on the grounds of the population's happiness and well-being. Bentham believed criminals will evaluate the benefits that will be gained for them by committing the crime, such things as exhilaration, capital or whatever may be of use to them. ‘’It is more beneficial to stave off crimes than to discipline them’’ (Beccaria, 1764/1963). Another theory around classicism is the Durkheim theory. A popular sociologist, Emilie Durkheim who specialized in the study of society, particularly the way traditional and modern society’s function and have evolved. His theories were solely based on the concept of social facts, which he designed as the norms, values and structures of society. A major component of Durkheim’s theory is the assumption that society exerts power over individuals when norms, beliefs and values contribute to a collective consciousness, which is a shared wat of understanding and functioning with society. Durkheim felt that crime and criminal behaviour should be viewed as a common and a requirement within the development of the social structure. He suggested crime and delinquent behaviour conducted a response from the community. From these reactions, they were able to generate customary agreement with what people felt were righteous and moral standards to stand by. 

Sociologists often acknowledge that deviating identifications are in addition condemning labels (Bernburg, 2009). These are typically explained as a chain of definite, pessimistic thoughts and categorized assigned to a label (Link and Pelan, 2001). Howard Becker, (1963) stated that ‘the labelling theory suggests that self-view and the actions from others can be determined or swayed by the term that is used to arrange them’’. For instance, when one individual engrosses in a form of behaviour that isn’t accepted by society and is seen as ill-suited by other individuals, they will then go onto label that person as aberrant to which then, over time that person absorbs that label and accepts that is who they are. The labelling theory is a particular important perspective when it comes to understanding criminal behaviour. It starts with the conclusion that no single act is inherently a criminal act. It is a collection of attributes of individuals but more of an operation of exchange linking of eccentrics and non-deviants within the surroundings where criminality is clarified. The labelling theory has been criticised many times in the past. This came about in the mid-1970’s due to disagreements between theorists and positivists for disregarding the notion of deviance. It was believed that deviation does live, and marginal deviance was not of any use for sociologists. There have been two theories that have been recognised by undergoing research, status characteristics and secondary deviance hypothesis. In regard to the status characteristics theory, it describes how single features impact the option of who is labelled, and who is not, whilst the secondary deviance theory proclaims that pessimistic labelling can create later deviance. 

To conclude, whether criminals are made and not born, it can be argued that there are numerous factors that have a part in criminality. The causes of crime and the reasons behind any individual committing a crime all comes down to choice. Individuals have a choice in whether they want to commit this crime or follow the societal norms in what they believe to be an acceptable standard of life. People have freewill and are free to do what they like, sustainable to following the law as they know it. A person who is considering committing a crime will be naturally drawn to the potential beneficial gain. As previously stated, criminals will weigh up the positives and negatives of the outcome that will arise from the crime committed and will base their decision whether to continue with this act, purely for the beneficial outcome that will be achieved afterwards. 
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