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Composition techniques:

One of my favorite techniques is Stop time and a good example would be Teddy Picker by Arctic Monkeys and the technique can be heard from (01:24 - 01:26).

This is not common in the indie genre and is mostly used in rap and rock 'n' roll. I think this is used well in this case because it is used to give variation to the 2nd chorus, which could also be its con as this is the only use in the song. However it adds flavor to the segment it’s used in and it’s not over use it and make the piece sound repetitive.
Therefore I believe it’s a good piece and use of a technique.

Another technique used by bands is Call and response.

This is heavily used in drumming bands, rock 'n' roll and reggae it is also a beloved technique for Ska and an example of it could be found in (Date Rape by Sublime). The first time the technique is used from (00:02 – 00:14) and then again (01:42 – 01:53).

A con for both uses is, they both use the same bass line, which has a poor frequency range for phones and poor to average speakers. Therefore this technique wasn’t thought through on a mixing basis. However a pro to this use of a technique is that the drums change their response each time in both instances and can be heard with dynamic changes to give more character to the technique.

But overall I think it is a poor use, as both go on for 24 seconds, which could also be view as over use. Especially when the whole song is telling a story because it loses your attention.


There are many different composition techniques, for bands and for singular musicians. 

A good example for a singular musician would be articulation or more specific example could be Trill picking. This is when a note is picked on alternative strokes as fast as possible. A good example of this would be (Angel of Death by Slayer) and the trill picking is almost constant, but it changes to just fast picking at (01:39).

This is very typical for the genre of Thrash metal as it compliments the high tempo drums and over all energetic and dissonant vibe of the song which are the key characteristics that make up a good thrash metal song.


Therefore I think that the technique is used well and not over used as it has a break from trill picking to post chorus / pre verse guitar middle 8.

Another guitar technique - possible it’s opposite - would be Finger picking (Stolen Dance by Milky Chance) 

There is constant finger picking throughout the song in 2 forms 

The 1st use is by plucking chords rather than strumming them to change the tone of the guitar and it is pretty much constant through out.

The 2nd use is broken chords, the first time its used on the first chord during the verse (00:08 – (00:09) and its to change the rhythm from just off beat plucks to stop the chord pattern from getting repetitive. 

It is also used again after the chorus with boosted low mid to give the instrumental part emphasis (01:41 – 01:58) and again (02:14 - 02: 32). The technique is also used in verse to add flare to the guitar part from. (02:14 – 02:30)

The finger picking is constant from (03:13 – 04:42) which could be a massive con as it could lead to the technique being over used but with the use of dynamics and EQ boosts it doesn't lose its effect on the piece as it holds a melody after the chorus, adds hidden musical layers to the chorus and it used in taste during the verse. 

Also as the duration is 05:13 it's considered a long song and still keeps my interest therefore I thin this technique is used very well.

From technical singular compositional techniques to the basics of composition techniques, Structure.


A good example of Structure would be in (Mr. Blue Sky by Electric Light Orchestra) 

This song was release in 1977, which was when progressive song structures were very popular, and songs had longer durations. Therefore this structure could be split into 2 sections;

The 1st section, other than its long intro from (00:00 – 00:17) - which is composed of different sound design elements with piano to build up to the band entering. The 1st half of the song could convey to popular song structure from (00:00 – 03:33) other than its progressive changing lyrics and similar but varied melody lines it conveys to ABAABB, the popular song structure. Which is clever as it has its era appropriate progressiveness but also a relatively still modern song structure. Which has helped the song with stand the test of time.

The second half of the song (03:33 – 04:54) is much more era appropriate as it is more progressive with different sections such as a choir and strings, it also has a change in key and rhythm. Contrary to this change in he song it still flows nicely and keeps it's texture therefore this use of structure is very clever. Therefore I believe it’s a great example of how to use structure creatively.

Compositional techniques are also used in an emotional sense to portray scenes and give off feelings. An negative example of this would be Tension and a good example of this would be found in (Raining blood by Slayer).


Tension helps paint a picture or produce a feeling for a piece. Metal as a genre - though it comes in many different forms - uses tensions in different ways much like orchestras. This piece demonstrates tension sonically in different ways. It does it sonically at the start, dissonant sound scape accompanied with rain and thunder to create an scene and loud drum hits to give added tension from (00:00 – 000:33). They do this the rest of the way though the piece by using classic thrash metal characteristics such as trill picking and angry vocals and as well as not playing in a key but where possible using minor 7ths or minor 2nds to add clashing notes for tension.
This technique I used constantly therefore is overused but it is very genre specific and therefore is one of the greatest thrash metal songs every composed.


However there are more important techniques that composers and songwriters must include, the first being Rhythm. 
Rhythm is a key technique in composition, as all pieces must have so form of rhythm. 

A simple example would be the hi hat rhythm from (Tyler the Creator – 911), 2 distinct rhythms can be heard from (00:00 – 02:30) and from (02:48 – 04:16).

1st half has a off beat rhythm which is used well in the composition 
However it does go back to the typical grime/trap rhythm in the 2nd half where the song changes
However the rhythm does compliment the change in the song and as it is for only half the song it isn't over used
Do the 2 belong together in one song or is it just laziness, it is open to interpretation.
But I do believe that either would have worked but in terms of rhythm in think that it was the best move as the drums would have become repetitive and boring if they didn't change half way through.

Another crucial technique is the use of Dynamics. 
And this can be used in many different ways to accomplish many different things. 2 amazing example would be (This Charming Man by The Smiths) and (Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen). 
In this charming man the use of dynamics for the guitar part during the verse, is to allow other instruments to be more pronounced whilst at the same time adding accompanying layers. This is first heard from (00:16 – 00:26).
Bohemian Rhapsody however uses dynamics to tell a story and add personality to the vocal lines and who would be singing them. For example from (03:24 – 03:55) there is the timid poor boy from a poor family and the 2 angry mobs.

Both these uses of Dynamics are used well and to their own merit. It is hard to use techniques like Dynamics and Rhythm poorly, so worst way to use them would be to not.

The same also goes for a piece's key.

(911 – Tyler the Creator) and (Mardy bum – Arctic Monkeys) use a key a different extents. 

911 has a key change at (02:37) which I personally like but it could be deemed as lazy in a music theory terms as it doesn't flow. But
Mardy Bum sticks to it's key and uses it to find relative minors to write the dissonant middle 8 before the guitar solo and uses a major 4th to go from Verse to chorus. 

I think both are good techniques as although Mardy Bum has the upper had in terms of music theory, music is a broad spectrum and if everyone used the same boring song structure and the circle of 5th to write a song then everything would sound the same and become overly predictable therefore both uses are good in my opinion.

Possibly the most important technique however is tempo, as every piece needs a tempo and it is the most important technique to get right as no one likes out of time music.

Dazy Dee, Dosy, Beaky, Mick and Tich understood this and is why (Bend It) was so popular for it's time. 


The whole song is based on the fact that it gets faster and the dance you do for the song also gets faster. As the song is so short at (02:35) that it becomes a gimmick, as there is no challenging chord patterns or drumming rhythms. The song is very basic but gets faster and that's why it was so popular and therefore is one of the best examples of why tempo is important and why to be creative with it.

But there are less crucial musical techniques, such as Lyrics.

Lyrics can tell a story for example (Eminem – Lose yourself) he raps about his life before he got famous and his infamous rap battles. However although his use of lyrics is very clever, if his melody line for his vocals were poor then the lyrics become pointless.

For example GUCCI GANG by Lil pump, this “piece” has no real melody line for the vocals and the vocals aren't even clever. It just repeats constantly Gucci Gang x5 in a monotone unmelodious way. This is the worst example of lyrics / of music ever as there has been no thought or care put into the song. It has purely been made for trend setting and popularity (money) reasons. Therefore I believe it’s a poor use of lyrics.

However a good use of vocal melodies means that lyrics become meaningless and great songs can be produce from gibberish. For example (Faradenza by little big) and (Foux Du FaFa by Flight of the Concords). These songs lyrics are composed in a different language to their artists original nationality so when translated the lyrics come out as either random words or poorly formed sentences. 

I think that is a breath of fresh air in music as you can’t focus on lyrics or try and add hidden meanings to lyrics. You’re just primarily focus on the sonic properties of the song and can appreciate melodies more. Therefore I think these both are tremendous uses of lyrics and even melody.
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