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For this project, I elected to study John Pecham, Archbishop of Canterbury (circa 1230 - Dec 1292). As I am a distance learning student, I do not have access to physical collections at libraries, which limited my scope to online material. I began my research by reviewing an online encyclopedia article (Catholic Encyclopedia) about Abp. Pecham in order to become more familiar with his historical significance. I then began to review archival websites. These included the UK National Archives, British History Online, the National Library of Wales, the British Library, the Linda Hall Library, the Lambeth Palace Library, and the Library of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.
While these archives all contained many documents related to Abp. Pecham, the only two with digitised manuscripts available were the National Archives and the Linda Hall Library. Of these manuscripts at the National Archives, those of greatest interest were petitions between Abp. Pecham and King Edward I. I relied on the summaries of the manuscripts published by the National Archives, as the Latin script used by the Archbishop and the King, which I believe to be a court hand influenced by Anglicana, is difficult to read; it is also faded in some places.
The Linda Hall Library, a scientific research library, contained several early modern reproductions of Abp. Pecham’s scientific works, of which I chose Perspectiua communis as a representative document.
The other archival websites either contained books or journal articles referring to Abp. Pecham, which would be outside the scope of this assignment, or reference data for physical manuscripts that I could not access online. While I expected the Lambeth Palace Library would contain the most useful documents for this project, the Library’s website, while full of references to works mentioning or authored by the Archbishop, had no digital copies or transcriptions available, at least not that I could locate.
British History Online provided transcriptions of two of Abp. Pecham’s letters.
Lastly, Google Books makes available Registrum Episcolarum Fratris Joannis Peckham Archepiscopus Cantuariensis, a reprinting of the Archbishop’s letters in Latin published in 1857 as part of The Chronicles and Memorials of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages. This document appears to have been donated to the UK Government and reprinted in 1882 under the authority of the Lords Commissioners of HM Treasury.
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Conclusions

I was somewhat surprised by the lack of digitised manuscripts related to Abp. Pecham, as he appears to be one of the most important figures in thirteenth-century Britain other than King Edward himself. I am confident far more material is available in physical collections; however, this project should serve as a reminder to me that while online resources are vast and readily available, there is sometimes no substitute for physical collections, which remain vital to a complete understanding of many medieval subjects.

I chose to research Abp. Pecham because firstly, I will be studying his predecessor Thomas Becket, and secondly, because Abp. Pecham’s relationship with King Edward, in particular his fierce defence of his ecclesiastical authority against the King and his government, is a reminder of not only Becket’s far more tumultuous relationship with his King, but also foreshadows the centuries of conflict over governmental and ecclesiastical supremacy.

General Observations

The following are general observations I made regarding Abp. Pecham from the referenced source:

· Abp. Pecham himself appears to have been an extraordinarily gifted man with extreme devotion to his duties as Archbishop and to the Franciscan Order.

· His letters show him to be a strict but highly effective leader who insisted on aligning the medieval English Church, especially the clergy, with Rome’s requirements for ascetic life and the tithe.

· The volume of his correspondence, and the breadth of topics discussed, suggests that he demanded a similar volume of correspondence his bishops and other clergy.

· The petitions from the National Archives show that he was also confronted repeatedly with laity, and even monks in some cases, seizing possession of churches and church property, which caused the Archbishop to repeatedly petition the King for intervention.

· While he often confronted the King in situations where he believed the King to be usurping the Church’s authority, his ability to successfully persuade the King to free Amauri de Montfort showed that the King also valued his counsel. The King also trusted the Archbishop to negotiate peace with Llewelyn, Prince of Wales, though this was ultimately unsuccessful.

· Abp. Pecham displayed no hesitation in excommunicating those that flouted Church authority, including the entirety of Wales, whose excommunication was lifted only for individuals who “keep peace with the King.” 

· The Archbishop displayed hostility to Jews, eventually ordering the Bishop of London to enforce destruction of all of London’s synagogues save one.

· Abp. Pecham was a major theologian of the 13th century and was among the clergy that condemned the teachings of Thomas Aquinas.

· He demonstrated exceptional interest in science, and his Perspectiua communis clearly indicates the depth of his thinking on scientific theory - in this case a study of vision.

Recommendations for Further Research on this Topic:
I found it to be important to search for various spellings of the Archbishop’s name, including “Pecham” and “Peckham.” It was also helpful to search for the Archbishop’s name in Latin: “Johannes Peckham” or “Johannes Pecham.” It is recommended to avoid the use of “Archbishop of Canterbury” in a search, as this is likely to produce hundreds of results, most of which do not refer to Abp. Pecham.







