What impact did Apostle Paul have on the spread of Christianity?

The Bible has many figures that are extremely significant to Christianity, one of these figures being the Apostle Paul. According to the account given by Saint Luke, he was from Tarsus. Paul was formerly known as Saul by his Hebrew name. During his lifetime he wrote a vast number of letters to all the early Christians in numerous places in the world such as Rome, Thessalonica, Galatia, Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi and Colossae. In addition, he introduced some ideas that would later become fundamental to the doctrine of Christianity and also visited Asia and some parts of Europe as part of his work spreading the gospel (good news). 

Paul’s conversion

Paul was a Roman citizen by birth and was born in Tarsus. According to the account given in the book of ‘the Acts of the Apostles’. Prior to his conversion, Paul was involved in the persecution of the early followers of Christianity and Jesus Christ. When Paul was on his way to Damascus to continue persecuting the followers of Jesus Christ, he fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”’. [footnoteRef:0]The Holy Bible Containing the Old and New Testaments, New International Version, the Acts of the Apostles’ 9.4.  According to the Bible, Paul could see and hear this but the people around him could not. Paul questioned this voice that he heard, to which the voice responded by telling him that it was ‘the Lord’. After this, Paul was suddenly struck blind and had to be led by the hand to a follower of Jesus called Ananias who prayed for Saul and restored his eyesight. Holy Bible, Acts, 9. After this Paul became a Christian and reached out to the original disciples of Jesus. They accepted him and he joined them to spread the gospel of Jesus. [0:  The Holy Bible Containing the Old and New Testaments, New International Version, The Acts of the Apostles] 


Paul’s work

After Paul's conversion, he began to work as a follower of Jesus Christ. Paul taught and spread  the gospel of Christ by sharing his encounter with God on his way to Damascus. Paul radically taught and spread the word of Jesus Christ in his time teaching throughout Asia and to multiple countries in Europe. In Paul's teaching and work for God he made people more aware of the idea of loving Jesus Christ. Paul also assisted in founding multiple churches in the places that he travelled to according to the lead of the Holy Spirit. According to [footnoteRef:1] Roland Allen, Missionary Methods: St Paul’s or Ours, (1517 Media), pp. 3–9. < http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1cgdzwk.6>  ‘In little more than ten years St Paul established the Church in four provinces of the Empire, Galatia, Macedonia, Achaia and Asia’. The source also mentions that prior to this, there were no churches in most of these areas showing the impact of Apostle Paul’s work on the early spread of Christianity.  [1:  Allen, Roland and Nazir-Ali, M, Missionary Methods: St Paul’s or Ours, 1st edn. (The Lutterworth Press)
] 


Paul’s teaching

Paul helped to develop Christian values with his teaching on how we should behave towards people. According to [footnoteRef:2] E.P Sanders, Paul: The Apostle’s Life, Letters, and Thought, The Corinthian Correspondence, Part 2: Spiritual Gifts, Behavior at Church Meetings, Marriage, and Some Sexual Topics 1st edn. (The Lutterworth Press), p. 273–306. [2:  Sanders, E. P. , Paul: The Apostle’s Life, Letters, and Thought, The Corinthian Correspondence, Part 2: Spiritual Gifts, Behavior at Church Meetings, Marriage, and Some Sexual Topics, (1517 Media)] 


‘Paul regarded correct behavior as being partly self-evident and partly automatic. People who lived in the Spirit should also produce the fruits of the Spirit: since good trees automatically produce good fruit, it should not be necessary to give dozens of rules (see, e.g., Gal. 5:22-23; 2 Cor. 9:10; Phil. 1:11; Rom. 7:4-6; 8:4-6). If people proved not to be like fruit trees, then they ought to be able to apply a few general principles (love one another, do good to all, and the like) to each case with no difficulty. Good behavior would be self-evident, once the heart and the head were right.’. 

The Apostle Paul may have played a crucial role in providing the fundamental Christian idea of doing good resulting in good things happening to you as suggested by the quote ‘good trees automatically produce good fruit, it should not be necessary to give dozens of rules’. Paul also taught about women’s role in the church. There are differing opinions on his teaching on this topic however as they may be seen as controversial. For example, Paul taught that women should learn in silence as seen in [footnoteRef:3]The Holy Bible Containing the Old and New Testaments, New International Version, The First Epistle of Paul to Timothy 2.11-14.  [3:  The Holy Bible Containing the Old and New Testaments, New International Version, The First Epistle of Paul to Timothy] 


‘A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner.’ 

which may have been culturally appropriate at the time but does not hold up with modern times. As a result, teachings on this topic are often partially disregarded by modern Christian who favour a more equal doctrine. [footnoteRef:4] BBC, BBC - Religions - Christianity: Paul. (2011) <https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/paul_1.shtml> [accessed 10 Oct. 2021].  ‘Paul wrote some of the most beautiful and important passages in the whole of the Bible, but his works have also been used, among other things, to justify homophobia, slavery and anti-Semitism.’. [4:  BBC, BBC - Religions - Christianity: Paul. (2011) <https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/paul_1.shtml> [accessed 10 Oct. 2021]] 




Conclusion   
 
In conclusion, Apostle Paul wrote a vast amount of letters to all the early Christians He was converted on his way to Damascus and shortly after he joined the disciples of Jesus to spread the gospel of Jesus. Apostle Paul’s teachings and work had a significant impact on Christianity. Examples of this are how he established multiple churches across four provinces and introduced ideas on how Christians should act and how we should treat certain people. Despite the possible controversy caused by some of his teaching from a modern day perspective it is certain that without the Apostle Paul elaborations in this contest, Christianity would not be where it is today.
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