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	STUDENT ID No.: 2031207

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

This dissertation will be focused on 
‘An investigation into the effectiveness of the Police’s power to stop and search in England and Wales’.

INTRODUCTION:


The purpose of this study is to determine how effective police stop and search powers is in England and Wales. This project will also examine if this power is an effective strategy for preventing crime and whether it raises or lowers public trust in Police forces.


Ben Bradford and Matteo Tiratelli investigated ‘Does stop and search reduce crime?’. 
There are two categories into which these powers can be placed. Section 1 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act of 1984 (PACE), permits searches for stolen goods and a variety of prohibited items (such as offensive weapons), Section 23 of the Misuse of Drugs Act of 1971 (S23), and Section 47 of the Firearms Act of 1968 (S47) are among those that require officers to have "reasonable suspicion" before conducting a search. The Criminal Justice and Public Order Act of 1994's section 60, intends to stop major acts of violence, and the Terrorism Act of 2000's section 44, aimed at halting acts of terrorism, are two examples of laws that have no need for such suspicion (Bradford & Tiratelli, 2019).



Stop and search is on one of the most controversial powers that Police in England and Wales have. It is a power that the public closely examines. The effectiveness of using this power and imparting this knowledge to others has driven me to think about this issue because it is one that fascinates me. I'm interested in learning how effective this power is at deterring crime and whether it has any real impact on the entire community.






	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

This subject will be narrowed down into four key objectives.

1. Evaluation of stop and search figures in South Wales Police area.

2. To identify if stop and search deters crime within communities. 

3. Review to decide if stop and search builds public confidence in local police forces.

4. Evaluate if stop and search addresses early intervention and prevent crime. 





	LITERATURE REVIEW:

This section of the literature review will look at and provide information on recent stop and searches made in England and Wales. The effectiveness of these searches in identifying criminals and preventing crime is also examined.

A report by the house of commons explored the police powers of stop and search. 
According to this, 700,000 searches were made in 2020 to 2021, 99% of searches in 2020–21 were performed based on reasonable grounds. For every 1,000 residents in the police force region, most forces undertake three to six searches. There is conflicting evidence regarding how stop and search procedures affect crime. The practice of stop and searches seems to have only sporadic positive effects on the prevalence of types of crime. Although stop and search may be more effective at deterrent than at detection, most searches are ineffective and have no connection to criminal justice outcomes (House of commons, 2022). After reviewing this report briefly, there is a plethora of information regarding police stop and search powers. This information is needed to then answer the question of how much of a positive impact if any this has on communities. Further reading will be required to evaluate this impact.

The suspicion must have a solid, factual foundation supported by information or intelligence that is pertinent to the likelihood of discovering a specific type of item from an individual. Without trustworthy or corroborating intelligence, information, or any specific behavior on the part of the individual in question, reasonable suspicion can never be justified solely based on personal factors (Phillips, 2007).

The results on officer observations showed that a variety of category, physical, and behavioral cues sparked concerns, but that a smaller number of signals had a stronger impact on judgement.
Officers valued seeing someone who was "known to the police" the highest. On patrol, "Regulars" were readily identifiable and represented habitual criminality. A lot of encounters were started, and they typically involved little suspicion (Quinton, 2011).

In 2018, The Independent reported that some senior police officers said constables have grown reluctant of using the power out of fear of being accused of racism in the wake of statistics showing black persons were being targeted disproportionately. Then home secretary Therese May stated “Nobody wins when stop and search is misapplied,”. “It is a waste of police time. It is unfair, especially to young black men. It is bad for public confidence in the police (Dearden, 2018).


There is vast information on ethnic minorities being largely and possibly unfairly exposed to this police power. Through vital information submitted by Police forces, government, house of commons and commissioners there is a large amount of existing research and data available. I will aim to use some of the information from the data listed as I will also aim to accompany this with articles and reports from authors.

The impacts of stop and search within communities and the effects of the stop and search powers after use, however, do not seem to be widely discussed. This gap makes my research, essential.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

When considering how to gather information for this dissertation, primary data would be the ideal option to compare against secondary data. Considering the options provided, a survey or online questionnaire might be designed to gather the necessary primary data, this data can help capture the traits of a larger population. This method of data collection has the benefit of allowing participants to complete it at their own pace. Each of the selected survey questions must be standardised and structured before being used.

Secondary data will also be compiled after the original data collection. It will be gathered to examine and analyse previously published material on the issue. To comprehend the topic better and contrast it with prior findings and conclusions, this research can be studied and analysed. Accessible and in an understandable style, existing literature and research materials can be acquired.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Police officers and members of the public will be the target audience for the primary data that will be gathered. To learn from their experiences and knowledge, I will also try to connect with others previously involved in stop and search.

The secondary data used will originate from sources such as research studies carried out by various researchers, authors, official government websites, and other readily available sources, which are pertinent to answering the subject.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
This topic raises ethical concerns because it is a sensitive topic that involves criminal activity and perhaps traumatic experiences that can be upsetting. It can also show instances of racial or other discrimination that people may have encountered when they were stopped and searched by the police themselves.
Other ethical problems to take into account are as follows:

1. It's critical to let participants know they can withdraw from the study at any time.
2. Participants are aware of the objectives, advantages, and disadvantages of the study before choosing whether to participate.
3. To make sure that none of the participants' identities are known, or if they are, they are never revealed.


	TIME SCALE:
To make sure that each component of my dissertation is finished and marked before moving on to make any more adjustments needed, I will be submitting each section at the designated times.

Prior to the submission deadline of April, the 8th, 2024, I want to finish my dissertation. This will give me time to make any necessary changes and to proofread. To ensure sure my assignment is performed to the required standard and on schedule, I want to interact with my supervisor frequently.
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