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INTRODUCTION:


I have chosen to talk about Taser deployment, looking into the ethical implications as viewed from public perception as there have been many controversies surrounding the use of taser over the past couple of years. As I will be looking to do my taser course soon, this will give me some prior knowledge when going on to the course and I also believe that it is an interesting topic to talk about. 

I believe that it is a worthy consideration for an undergraduate student dissertation as this is not a broad topic and will expand across many vary considerations of taser deployment from legislation, its ethical use, public perception, how taser deployment can affect one’s health and a view into officers thoughts of taser using questionnaires. 

As suggested above, I will be talking about vary topics of taser including background information of a taser (what is a taser?, what does it do?, why is it use?, When was the taser introduced to south wales police? Etc), however will then delve into more enlightening and controversial topics surrounding taser legislation, taser use of force as well as ethics surrounding its use. This will give me the opportunity to reflect on the police national decision-making model during use of taser deployment. 

As the research continues, I will then look deeper into the ethical use of taser, reviewing what effect a taser could have on an individual’s physical and mental health. Following on from this, I will then look into how the public perceives the use of taser which will also tie into its ethical use. 

I believe there is a lot of research around these topic areas and each topic area that I propose to research about will highlight arguments for use of taser deployment as viewed from the perception of the police and from the perception of the public. The police are at scrutiny from public perception on a day-to-day basis and a result, there are many police officers who are in fear of using taser due to backlash. As a result, I believe this is a great topic area to research. 

There are many different research articles online from “Taser, Taser! Exploring factors associated with police use of taser in England and Wales” which highlight many of the topic areas that I wish to talk about including public controversy to taser use of force and “Penetrating intracranial taser injury” which is an article surrounding the physical implication of taser deployment as viewed from an incident whereby an individual got struck to the head with a taser barb. These are just a few articles that I have been researching however on a extensive view on the college learn website, there are many articles which will be eligible for my studies. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

At present, the topic areas that I would like to talk about are as follows: 

-	What is a taser? 
-	What is its purpose/why is it used? 
-	When was the taser introduced? 
-	When was the taser introduced to south wales police? 
-	Legislation surrounding the taser?
-	Taser use of force?
-	Ethical use of taser?
-	Is the taser safe? 
-	Impacts on physical and mental health when taser is deployed. 
-	Public perception of taser deployment.

This is not an exhaustive list and more topic areas may become available during research if I believe they are relevant and impacting on the topic. 

I will begin by making a refined plan on the topic areas and the order in which I will talk about these areas to make the topic flow. From there, I will do extensive research into each topic to find important information into each topic for the purpose of critically analysing each topic and providing a suitable argument for the topics at hand. I shall put forward a potential consideration towards using a questionnaire into the use of taser that will many be sent out to my colleagues and other police officers to gauge their view on taser deployment. The questions used in the questionnaire are not ready at present as this is just a consideration. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
An extensive literature review has not been completed at present however I have identified 2 articles that I will be conducting further research on which follows below:

· Taser, Taser! Exploring factors associated with police use of taser in England and Wales.
· Penetrating intracranial taser injury. 

I have however conducted a brief overview of research articles and find that there are many potential articles to research, however at present I do not know if these will be applicable for my studies. I also plan on doing some research on other reports and organisational items such as surveys and medical reports as part of my study, however I have not got around to doing this yet. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The focus of my research is going to be around the use of journals and article as the main bulk of the information needed will be in these articles and the information within these articles will play a vital role in allowing me to critically analyse the topic area that I wish to talk about and allow me to provide an argument surrounding these topic areas. 

As stated in a previous section, I have considered using a questionnaire to be able to assist in the research and will be sent out to my colleagues and other officers that will be able to participate. Though the questions for the questionnaire are not produced at present, the focus will be around the use of taser deployment and will ask important questions to establish their views of tasers and their deployment. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be looking to conduct questionnaires on the use of taser deployment and will aim to use these to gauge the perspective from officers who currently use or will eventually aim to use taser. This will give me an insight into why their thoughts on taser deployment, being armed with a taser and whether they think tasers are a valued resource in the police. I may also look into seeking guidance of views from experts in this field such as taser armourers and taser trainers of south Wales police. 

I believe that these questionnaires will be important from my research as it will give a genuine look in the view of people who conduct their duties were tasers are part of their using equipment. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I do not see there being any ethical problems at present however I would like to highlight that there may be a bias when conducting the questionnaire. The questionnaire that I aim to conduct throughout my research will mainly delve into the views from the perspective of police officers as they will be the ones deploying taser. I do not see a way to be able to conduct questionnaires into taser deployment from public perception, which will in turn cause a gap in my research. 

	TIME SCALE:

I would like to separate each topic area in chapters as this will allow me to flow the dissertation. Though this plan is not set in stone at present, I would like each topic area “chapter” to take approximately 2-weeks to complete. This will include conducting further research and writing up drafts ready for review. 
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