Love
The love that God has for Humankind is woven throughout the Bible.  Various adjectives are used to describe the nature of love that God has for us, this is to give the reader imagery with which to help understand the meaning.  God’s love for us is multi-faceted and is described throughout the Bible in various ways.
God’s love for His people has been likened to that of a faithful husband who is in love with his adulterous wife.  This can be visualised in the book of Hosea.  Hosea is told by the Lord 
‘Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have children with her, for like an adulterous wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the Lord’[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Hosea Ch1. Verse 2 The Holy Bible, New International Version (Anglicised Edition) Revised and updated version published 2011 p.959] 

This is not to say that women are inherently unfaithful, nor that men are always right, true and honest.  It is described this way to allow the reader to visualise one dynamic of the relationship between us and God.  It is like a marriage where we, as humans, are like the promiscuous woman who struggles to remain faithful to her husband.  More examples of this theme can be found elsewhere in Old Testament Scripture.  In the book of Jeremiah, it says:
‘If a man divorces his wife and she leaves him and marries another man, should he return to her again?... but you have lived as a prostitute with many lovers – would you now return to me?’[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Jeremiah ch.3, Verse 1 The Holy Bible, New International version (Anglicised Edition) Revised and updated version published 2011 p.808] 

As the metaphor suggests in this instance, Israel has not been faithful to God.  More broadly, this could apply to people today.  How many times have we turned our back on God, put something in His place, “adulterated” ourselves by giving ourselves to something other than God?
Another facet to God’s love for his people is shown in the theme of a parent – child relationship.  Christians will recognise the words ‘Our Father’ at the start of the Lord’s prayer.[footnoteRef:3]  This theme is a central pillar in the relationship between God and his people and one that Christians believe brings a lot of hope.  Christians believe that by accepting Christ into their lives, they are adopted into the family of God.  In the Book of Romans[footnoteRef:4], it says: [3:  Matthew, Ch 6. Verses 9-13 The Holy Bible, New International version (Anglicised Edition) Revised and updated version published 2011. P.1054.]  [4:  Romans Ch 8. Verses 15-17 The Holy Bible, New International Version (Anglicised Edition) Revised and updated version published 2011. p.1231] 

‘The Spirit you received does not make you slaves…the Spirt you received brought about your adoption to sonship’.
It goes on further to say:
‘The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co heirs with Christ’.
The Greek word used in this context was huiothesia.  This word means adoption.  This has significance because the Greeks and Romans held adoption as a legally sound practice.[footnoteRef:5]  The word huiothesia, being used by Paul in the letters to the Romans would have struck a chord with people as it used terminology that the readers could relate to. This in turn would also illustrate to them the new standing they have in Christ and all they soon will inherit.[footnoteRef:6]  [5:  Zondervan Illustrated Bible Background commentary; Romans, Galatians; General Editor Clinton E. Arnold; Romans; Douglas J. Moo 2002. p.47-48]  [6:  Zondervan Illustrated Bible backgrounds commentary; Romans, Galatians; General editor Clinton E. Arnold; Romans Douglas J. Moo 2002. P. 47] 

Lastly, the final facet of God’s love which will be mentioned is sacrificial.  Jesus is often referred to as the sacrificial lamb, in reference to the Jewish sacrifice made at Yom Kippur.  Jesus reflects this age-old sacrifice through His sacrifice on the Cross. The event of the crucifixion is of great importance to Christians as Christ said, ‘He did not come to abolish the law but to fulfil it’[footnoteRef:7].  His crucifixion then fulfilled the law as He (Christ) was the perfect sacrifice.  Those, who then go back to the old way of trying to keep the law are effectively rejecting Christ by believing that they can do it themselves.[footnoteRef:8]  This notion of keeping the law, whilst noble, is believed to be futile by Christians.  Jesus says that one would have to ‘surpass the righteousness of Philistines’[footnoteRef:9] in order to stand a chance of getting into Heaven.  Considering that Philistines were looked up to as ‘model Jews’[footnoteRef:10], yet still their efforts were not enough, is telling. [7:  Matthew 5.17 The Holy Bible, New International Version (Anglicised Edition) Revised and updated version published 2011. p 1053.]  [8:  Introducing the New Testament; John Drane; First Edition 1986; p426]  [9:  Matthew Ch.5, Verse 20. P.1053, The Holy Bible, New International Version (Anglicised Edition) Revised and updated version Published 2011.]  [10:  The New Lion Handbook to The Bible, Pat and David Alexander, Third Edition, 1999. P 529. Jewish Religion in New Testament Times; Dick France.] 

To conclude, God’s love is multi-faceted and is shown throughout the Bible in different ways.  We were adulterous, God remained faithful; We were orphans, God adopted us; We were slaves, God paid the ransom to set us free.[footnoteRef:11]   [11:  Introducing the New Testament; John Drane; First Edition 1986; p89] 
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