DLD Script
Hi, my name is Nurul Subhan and thank you for joining me for today’s webinar.
In this presentation, I’ll be sharing my academic poster, which explores how we can better support children with Developmental Language Disorder, or DLD, in the early years.
DLD is a highly prevalent but often overlooked additional learning need, and one I’ve encountered regularly in my own practice. Through my work supporting children with communication challenges, I’ve seen the power of using strategies like PECS and visual supports to create more inclusive, accessible learning environments.
This presentation will critically evaluate how DLD is identified and diagnosed, explore two key barriers that affect children and families, and examine the Picture Exchange Communication System as an in-depth support strategy. I’ll also draw briefly on other relevant tools, such as visual timetables, during the Q&A.
Throughout the webinar, I’ll reference key research, policy guidance, and practical experience. with the aim of encouraging reflection on both the medical and social models of additional needs.
I’ll now begin by reading through the content of my poster
READ INTRO
So that gives a brief outline of what DLD is and why it’s such a significant, yet under-recognised, area of need. I’ll now move into the first main section of the poster, which focuses on how DLD is identified and diagnosed particularly within early years setting
READ Identifying segment

As we’ve seen, the identification process is complex and often delayed, especially without sufficient practitioner knowledge or accessible support systems. This brings us onto the real-world consequences of delayed recognition the barriers that children and their families encounter once difficulties are noticed
READ/PRESENT Barriers
These two barriers, delayed recognition and inconsistent provision, are deeply interconnected. And they show how DLD is not just a clinical issue, but a social one as well. Next, I’ll explore a support strategy that aims to reduce these barriers by making communication more accessible and child-led. , the Picture Exchange Communication System, or PECS
READ Support Strategy
PECS has a wide range of applications and is especially valuable in the early years when speech may be minimal or inconsistent. And while it’s not a one-size-fits-all solution, it demonstrates how targeted, structured approaches can transform inclusion. I’ll now conclude with a brief summary of the key points from my poster
READ Conclusion
That concludes my presentation. Thank you once again for your time and engagement.  I’m happy to answer any further questions if there’s time

QUESTIONS
Question 1: “Could you explain how visual timetables support children with DLD?”
Yes, thank you, visual timetables are a powerful tool for children with DLD because they reduce reliance on verbal instructions and support both receptive language and independence.
Children with DLD often find it difficult to process spoken instructions, especially in busy or unpredictable settings. Visual timetables help by giving them clear, picture-based cues about what’s happening next.
Research from Brighter Futures for Children (2020) shows that visual supports can reduce anxiety and challenging behaviour by creating a more predictable routine. Knight et al. (2015) also found they improve engagement and reduce the need for adult prompting.
In my own practice, I’ve used visual timetables during transitions like tidy-up or snack time, and I’ve seen how much calmer and more confident children become when they know what to expect.
However, they do rely on consistent adult modelling the symbols need to be meaningful and used alongside language, not in place of it.
Overall, they’re a great example of the social model in action changing the environment to support the child, rather than placing the burden of change on the child themselves.
Question 2: “How can parental engagement help support children with DLD?”
That’s an important question, and it links closely to both identification and support.
Parental engagement plays a huge role in supporting children with DLD. When schools and families work together, outcomes in communication, behaviour, and wellbeing tend to improve.
The RCSLT (2023) highlight that parents are often the first to notice concerns, so including them in the identification process is key. Strategies like shared communication diaries, using PECS at home, or just keeping routines consistent can really help reinforce what’s being learned at school
Law et al. (2017) also point out that for families facing additional challeng like poverty or language barrier schools can make a difference by offering workshops or modelling.
Of course, not every family is in the same position, so engagement needs to be flexible and culturally sensitive.
By treating parents as partners and offering simple, practical ways to support communication at home, we help remove environmental barriers, which again reflects the social model of disability
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