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Please read these notes carefully. They provide essential information. The documents you will use in developing your workbook are on the following pages.

What is the workbook for?

The purpose of this workbook is to enable learners to demonstrate and provide evidence of how they meet the learning outcomes set by the College of Policing, for the BSc programme. Essentially, you are being asked to outline your experiential learning based upon your theoretical understanding in a range of operational situations.

This workbook differs from those that you have already completed in that Task 3 -it has an options section giving you the opportunity to answer on an 'advanced learning' area. 

Complete the question relevant to the area that has been agreed with the force to study in year 3.

You are expected to answer only 1 of the 5 options below:

1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations.

You may wish to use the same incidents as you’ve outlined in the Occupational Competence Portfolio. Wherever possible we are looking for you to reflect on your personal experience. However, if for any reason there are areas that you feel that you can only answer from a 'hypothetical' perspective, then make this clear within your answer.
 
Word count policy can be found in chapter 7 of the Academic Quality under section 7.7 (this applies to presenting work above and under the specified word count).  
(https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/academic-office/aqh-chapters/chapters---en/Chapter_07_Assessment_Taught_Programmes_Pages_72-79-UPDATED-05-11-2019.pdf) 
 
Reflective practice is a core aspect for your workbooks and although there is a variety of useful resources on Moodle, there is one particular book, that is specifically based on reflective practice in policing, here is a link to one chapter from Selina Copley’s Reflective Practice for Policing Students: 
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/298870/mod_resource/content/1/Reflective%20Practice%20for%20Policing%20Students%20-%20Selina%20Copley%20Chapter5.pdf
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Guidance: 

· Your workbook must contain tasks 1 - 4 below (in the order given);
· You should use the pro-forma to insert your text within each section; 
· Note that this module has 4 compulsory tasks with Task three being a choice of 'advanced learning area’ relevant to the area that has been agreed with the force to study in year 3.. Choose only 1 of the 5 options; as only one of these options will be considered for marking. 
· You should upload your completed document as a saved pdf file of this workbook; if this is not possible then a Word Doc file is acceptable. Do not send a scanned file from a photocopier, an apple.dot file, or a Microsoft publisher file as Turnitin will not be able to assess them, despite you being able to upload them.
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Task 1
Personal Study programme / Individual Learning Plan 
 
 
One of the learning outcomes identified in the accompanying module descriptor (BMPP 6006D) asks that you formulate and implement a personal study programme to further enhance the development of your professional police practice. A template has been added for an ‘Individual Learning Plan’ that you can use for this task.  
 
This task builds upon the last personal study programme/Individual learning plan completed in a previous workbook. Again this learning plan allows you to assess what level you believe you are in key knowledge, skills and experience against where you believe you (and the force) consider you should be – now and in the coming 6 to 12 months. Some elements within it will be the same or similar to those identified before, however the ratings and your development needs would have changed.
 
2000 words equivalent. Please note that this is not the actual number of words used in completing the table, the count reflects the thought and research behind it. 
  
 
ANSWER - please complete the template on the next page: 
 



























 
Knowledge, Skills and Experience Assessment 
 
	 
	REQUIRED 
	RATING 
	DEVELOPMENT NEED 
 

	KNOWLEDGE 
 
 
 Traffic Procedure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







































First aid
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5-7 
  
 7 










































7
	High 
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	Low 
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7
	High 
8-10 
	 


Previously identified this area due to not having a blue light capability limiting the opportunity to expose myself to traffic offences. I have now, since my last development plan, attended and passed driver training allowing myself as an officer to require people to stop as directed per the legislation within the road traffic act. Attending this course has developed knowledge and allowed myself to deal with traffic offences. Although only minor offences such as drink drivers and issuing of Traffic offence reports, I believe my knowledge has developed. Previously I identified that the force require myself to be a higher knowledge level as I have currently input, however I feel the readily available knowledge is lower as there are traffic departments who are willing to assist and will answer any questions which allows further development, but also takes pressure off myself if I am unsure of legislation and actions. Further, due to staffing numbers at present it is very difficult to police proactively and currently reactive policing is more frequent. Due to this it is limiting opportunity to engage in traffic procedure. I have identified that dealing with traffic incidents and offences is an area that I am less engaged with and in future aim to become more comfortable with the processes. I believe I am competent enough in the area, however repetition in this aspect would benefit myself as an officer.  

First aid training within the police I believe is very basic and the training is limited. I believe my knowledge is at a very appropriate standard for what is expected of police officers. First aid is something I have always had knowledge of and have been able to put it to practise when required. I would however welcome any additional training to further extend my knowledge. I know there are courses for advanced first aid in public order situations and higher levels of first aid is achieved in certain departments. Due to this I am aiming to extend my knowledge in first aid, for my own benefit and to be more employable by different departments. I aim to look at and attend courses following the new year when the pressures of studying and university work have been completed. 


	SKILLS 
 
 
 
 Department specific training & application
 




































Method of entry course
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I have identified the title of department specific training and application as a skill which can also be used in the ‘Experience’ column. I have placed this into the skill section because if I was to attend specific training for other departments then this would be an additional skill to myself rather than an experience. In the next few months following the university process and hopefully successful grade, I would like to apply to work on a different department. The required level I have placed at 1, as this is not a requirement of Gwent police, however it is important to myself as I progress in my career. I have placed my knowledge at a 6, due to previous experiences before joining Gwent police. I will only be able to apply to other departments following a successful pass in university due to Gwent police preventing applications unless out of probationary period. Due to this it is my aim to apply to the firearms department upon completion of my probationary period at the earliest opportunity. I believe this to be achievable for myself if a competent written application is completed.   


[bookmark: _GoBack]Being able to enter premises at times is a requirement of officers who have concerns for persons within or looking to arrest offenders believed to be inside addresses. When there are concerns for life or offences of a serious nature, entrance to such premises are time critical. Entry can be forced, by officers who have conducted the correct training courses. At present there are minimal officers on my shift who have had the training and when these officers are unavailable, when the situation presents, it is frustrating having to rely on officers in other areas to force entry. I have expressed interest to complete this training. I hope to be able to attend and complete this desired training course within the next 12 months latest.  


	EXPERIENCE 
 
 
 
 Giving evidence in court
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 








PSU Deployment
 






















 Taser deployments 
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Although I am now in the third year of my probationary period I have not yet attend court and witnessed the process nor have I given evidence in court. I have been called to court a number of times, however the offender has entered a guilty plea on the day, or myself as the officer in case has not been required to give evidence. I am due to attend crown court for a large scale investigation in the upcoming months. I believe this will allow me insight into the process and give myself experience I need to be more confident in cases where I have had a lot more involvement. 


I have attended and completed a PSU course which is a course allowing officers a higher ability for crowd control, building entrances and violent offenders. I have graded the requirement at a 9, due to the fact I believe officers that are attending such deployments should be very knowledgeable of tactics and what is required. I have attended deployments, but I have not attended any large scale deployments where there has been exposure to high levels of conflict, nor have I conducted building entrances. I would like to be exposed to this to extend my knowledge and experiences. I cannot put a time frame on when this will be achieved due to the experience being demand orientated. 


The required rating for experience of taser deployment I believe is low. This is due to having experience from passing the taser course, a substantial experience is gained via scenarios. I do not believe it to be requirement to attend live taser calls to enhance knowledge. My rating I have graded as a 4 due to myself attending incidents where taser units are required. I am fully confident when using the equipment however I would like to attend more taser calls, and I would like to deploy taser. Unfortunately, this is a call specific requirement and timeframes of when this will happen are very difficult to measure. I am also very conscious that wishing to be in a scenario where taser is required is a dangerous proposition. The reasoning for attending more taser incidents is for my personal development and to enhance my likelihood of successful application into a different department as I will be able to document my competence more regularly. 












TASK 2 
Recognition and confirmation of progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
  
 
 
By signing the section below you are acknowledging your continuing progress on O.C.P.  
This is recognised by the university as work that is fully supporting this module BMPP 6006D; Policing in the Workplace 3 and in signing it will be equivalent to 2000 words towards the 10000 words total. 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation of the progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
 
I confirm that I am progressing with the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP) in accordance to the regulations.  
 
Signed:  _ _S.Goodwin _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Learner – electronic signature accepted, 
							  or type name in.) 
 
Date: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 





















TASK 3


This is a reminder that this TASK 3 section is an opportunity for you to answer a question on an 'advanced learning' area - RELEVANT TO THE AREA THAT HAS BEEN AGREED WITH THE FORCE TO STUDY IN YEAR 3. 

You are expected to answer only 1 of these 5 options:

Response Policing.
Policing Communities.
Road Policing.
Information and Intelligence.
Conducting Investigations.

You may wish to use the same incidents as you’ve outlined in the Occupational Competence Portfolio. 

Wherever possible we are looking for you to reflect on your personal experience. However, if for any reason there are areas of your essay that you feel that you can only answer from a 'hypothetical' perspective, then make this clear within your answer.

In your answer to this task, you may also wish to consider how this links into your final year 3 project. 

Were there any practical solutions that you were able to derive from an incident, an investigation, or a case that you attended in year 2/3?
 
Did this play any part in your choice of the topic area you have agreed and intend to study in your final year 3 project? 

There will undoubtedly be areas of common research and learning opportunities that you can utilise for this task and for your final year 3 project.

Whatever option you study for your task 3 it is will be beneficial for you to use a recognised reflective model. 

Within your answer you should consider ‘what went well’, ‘what not so well’ and ‘what you would do differently next time’; consider both your performance and the performance of others around you.

















TASK 3 Option 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Response Policing

You should choose a policing incident from year 2/3 that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	Critically analyse the social/political/strategic drivers that impact upon the response to this incident.

You could consider the strategic priorities of your Force; for example, victim led crime, harassment, racially motivated crime, or domestic violence.


6000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:


This essay is a critical reflection of an incident that I played a significant role in during the later part of my probationary period. Included in this essay will be details surrounding factors that increase the severity of the incident and measures placed by local forces and political establishments to recognise and minimise risk. A review of my involvement and the investigation outcome will also be discussed. The incident chosen is one that was complex and very pressing. The incident required police attended as an emergency call out. Police calls are graded by matter of risk, lowest being a scheduled call and highest risk being an emergency. An emergency call defined by the police national legal database (PNLD) is an incident where the below points are present. 
· danger to life
· use, or immediate threat of use, of violence
· Serious injury to a person and/or
· serious damage to property (PNLD, 2021)

The call placed was from a female within her property detailing that her husband was in possession of a weapon described by the caller as a machete. The female also stated that the male was being violent by smashing up the property, had pushed the female and hit the females’ brother with the machete. Within the address at the time was also a young child. Intelligence suggested the male was known to mental health services and had a history of violent offences. Based on this information all the above points to justify emergency grading and response had been met detailing the seriousness of this incident. 
When considering the priorities of the police, the police foundation conducted a survey, of which respondents highlighted what they believed were the main areas police should prioritise. The number one priority that the public detail is that police need to Respond to persons in emergencies (The police Foundation, 2019). 
Following this, a further survey was conducted to establish what the public believed is a priority by crime type. Violent crime is detailed at priority number three with only child abuse and terrorism believed more pressing. Domestic abuse is also categorised, however is slightly lower down the list (The Police Foundation, 2019). 
When considering the publics perception of the police, it is important that the police take on board the view of the public as the police, police by consent of the public and public confidence must be upheld. Gwent police state that ‘Public satisfaction is a crucial factor that underpins everything we do’ (Gwent Police, 2021). This enforces the fact that the recognition of the public is paramount and is identified by the police force of which I work as a priority that needs improving.  Being able to identify what the public expect from the police, allows emergency services to deliver a service that is valued and meets the need of the users. Based on the disclosure of the victim in this incident, there is domestic violence present, along with violent crime. Domestic abuse is defined by Gwent police as any incident of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members (Gwent police, 2021). The female described the male to be her partner, due to this the domestic element of the incident is present. As for violent crime, this type of incident ranges from common assault to murder, encompassing the use of weapons (CPS, 2021). Both crime types are deemed as a priority for the police by the public and is essential that police respond to this incident as matter of emergency, to uphold the requirements of the public, but also to prevent further offences and harm to victims. Both factors of, crime and knowing the public recognise this as priority, outlines the impact that this incident has on public confidence if police were to get it wrong. More importantly, if this incident was not attended as an emergency and actions not carried out, the level of risk and harm to the caller and persons inside the address is massive. It is also important that the safety of officers is taken into consideration due to important information available, such as weapons and previous knowledge of subjects and previous incidents at the address. Due to the information available, risk is calculated, and specialist officers may need to attend. In this incident, a colleague an I attended as part of a double crewed taser unit.  

Although the public have their say on what is believed to be policing priorities, within Gwent police, there are five main priorities expected of as officers. Number five, is ensuring that the police deliver services that meet the needs of community (Gwent Police, 2021). This incident meets needs of the community by the immediate need to safeguard the community as a whole and prevent escalation of incidents. Priority number two, is the support of victims, with emphasis on those victim of domestic abuse (Gwent Police, 2021). Within the support of victims, it is important that police service identifies vulnerable people and responds appropriately to reduce harm (Gwent Police, 2021). Due to the disclosure a young child is at the address, this immediately triggered my thought process for helping vulnerable persons due to the child’s age. In addition to this, it is important to safeguard children that are witnesses to domestic abuse is a adverse childhood experience, said to have huge impacts on children’s lives when growing up (CADDA, 2019). Prevention of these childhood experiences to mitigate negative impact on children’s development is a priority area of focus for organisations across wales (Gwent Police, 2021). Further information will be required when attending and speaking with the victim to identify if there are any vulnerabilities present to aid her and offer support. The main priority of Gwent police is the prevention of crime (Gwent Police, 2021). Although offences have been committed in this incident, it is important an immediate response is given to lower risk of further offences and maximise safety of others. Given that three out of the five priorities of Gwent police are present, this again shows that the incident needs to be dealt with correctly to prevent loss of public confidence in the police with the main driving factor, the safety of victims and the public. 

The fact domestic abuse is present increases the seriousness of the incident due to several alarming facts and statistics. The timing of the incident was during the Covid-19 pandemic which has been identified as a reason for domestic abuse related incidents becoming more frequent. Along with the added local lockdowns, victims have been unable to flee to places of safety and it is unknown how many unreported incidents are taking place. ‘There are some 2.3 million victims of domestic abuse a year aged 16 to 74 and more than one in ten of all offences recorded by the police are domestic abuse related’ (Office of national statistics, 2021).
‘The police recorded 844,955 offences flagged as domestic abuse-related in the year ending March 2021. This represents a 6% increase from 798,607 offences in the previous year. This included 672,383 violence-against-the-person offences flagged as domestic abuse-related, a 7% increase compared with the year ending March 2020’ (Office of national statistics, 2021). These statistics highlight the rise of domestic abuse incidents during the years of the Covid-19 pandemic where families are living in close proximity of each other for large amounts of time. Due to the pandemic Gwent police launched a domestic abuse campaign in 2020 encouraging the public to reach out to victims who may be suffering from domestic abuse. This is due to the concerns that have risen that the reported incident number has dropped due to the coronavirus lockdown (Caerphilly Observer, 2020). The statistics have been recognised and Gwent police have tried to encourage reporting due to these concerns, this is another reason why the domestic abuse incidents are so important to attend and to get correct. 
Safe lives raise issue that the statistics do not accurately show the number of incidents taking place as it is believed victims do not report many incidents (Safe Lives, 2021). More worryingly Safe lives detail that on average, victims at high risk of serious harm or murder live with domestic abuse for 2-3 years before getting help (Safe Lives 2021). The victim of this incident is evidently at risk of serious harm due to disclosure of a machete which leaves the question of how much abuse has she received prior and for what length of time before making a call to police and seeking help.  
The Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) also highlights a trend in violent crime and details long-term trends in domestic abuse, sexual assault, stalking and harassment (Office of national statistics, 2021). This statistic enforces the fact that the victim in this case has likely been subject to prior unreported accounts of domestic abuse, with the abuse getting worse. On average, Gwent police receive 220 ‘999’ calls per day, of which officers attend 43 of these as calls of a domestic nature (Gwent Police, 2021). Domestic incidents are shown to be a large proportion of crime that officers attend and deal with, along with rising cases, domestic abuse is concerning issue. 

Many years previous, domestic abuse was not recognised and was accepted as socially acceptable. Laws such as the law of coverture in year 1860 allowed a male after the point of marriage to use physical or verbal abuse to control their wife or children’s behaviours (Centre for Women Justice, 2016). At this time, it was socially acceptable to physically abuse partners with protection from law to justify the act.  As years passed domestic abuse began to be recognised as an issue and unacceptable with human rights act and equality laws being passed. The Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Proceedings Act established in 1976 is the first piece of legislation dedicated to combating domestic violence (Centre for Women Justice, 2016). There is large amount of time present where domestic abuse was not recognised and deemed socially acceptable with laws protecting and giving men rights to use force upon women. Acts of this nature during this present day are offences that many have been prosecuted for in this current time. Additional laws are now being introduced and passed to protect victims of domestic violence as society has identified the severity of the incidents and effects domestic abuse has upon victims and witnesses of these incidents such as children. In April 2020, the Home Affairs Committee said there was “evidence that cases are escalating more quickly to become complex and serious, with higher levels of physical violence and coercive control” (Tirion H, 2021). It is easy to understand with the rising levels of frequency and the scale of harm why domestic violence is a priority and a driving factor to the police. With the fact many victims of abuse do not report the incident, it is difficult for officers to predict risk and attempt to prevent the situations from occurring. With the help of the victim, prediction on escalation and highlighting risk can somewhat be understood. All English and Welsh forces are now required to complete a risk assessment form even when no crime is committed (Bland M, 2015). This form is known as a domestic abuse stalking and harassment form (DASH). The DASH form aims to identify risk, identifying the needs of victims with mutual understanding of information across professions (Safe lives, 2021). The DASH from is an aid to be proactive to domestic abuse rather than reactive. If risk is present then actions and partner working can be implemented to safeguard victims and minimise offences and risk from taking place. It is important to note this form cannot be sufficiently completed without the victim providing honest data, and will not be filled out if the victim is not making police aware of incidents. Due to this it is very hard as officers to predict and prevent risk if many victims are remaining silent and are not informing police, as per the facts and figures suggest that many victims do not report issues.  Bland M et al argues that there many questions about the extent of evidence that supports the validity or reliability of the DASH predictions (Bland M, 2015) even though this form is used by police to aid and support victims. 
Due to the ever-growing statistics of abuse and victims, in 2019 a domestic abuse bill was passed detailing many commitments with the aim of promoting awareness, supporting victims and providing a better response to offences and many other aims (UK Government, 2021). Following the domestic abuse bill, a new legislative act has been created. The domestic abuse act 2021. This act creates a statutory definition of domestic abuse due to many definitions being used by other establishments. The act aims to emphasise that domestic abuse is not just physical violence and offers more support to victims (UK Government, 2021). The passing of new legislative acts shows how important domestic violence is being taken by governments and the drive in the prevention of such crime. Domestic abuse is no longer socially acceptable and there is now further political backing to help discourage and prosecute offenders. Many persons may not know that they are victims of such domestic incidents, and the victim may be being manipulated, this act may promote awareness to those who do not realise and again offers protection by detection. Having the knowledge of how serious domestic violence is when considering the available statistics and the measures being taken to tackle this allows incidents to be taken very seriously. It also enforces the fact that evidence gathering at scenes and incidents are imperative to ensure the best chances of positive outcomes all to protect victims.  
This incident highlights many areas of risk for the victim, but it is important that the safety of officers is also upheld. Due to disclosures of the male’s violent nature and possession of an implement that could cause serious harm, whilst making way to the address, I requested firearms officers who were dispatched, however were a substantial distance away from the scene.
Whilst on the way to the incident I felt nervous as I would be the first officer on scene to what I believe to be a serious incident with many factors to take into consideration. Attendance at a call of this nature requires many aspects to be thought about, such as protection of life, preventing offences and first aid. With limited further information, it was a case of attending and dealing with the situation as I seen fit. This is a nerving situation to be in, as decisions would have to be dynamic based on what I would be presented with. There was information available, and prior to booking off on scene I had been using this and began considering powers and policies regarding the information that had been disclosed. The male being in possession of a machete would not meet the points relating to the possession of a bladed article due to the male being in a private place, being his home. However, the legislation surrounding weapon of offence may have been met depending on the style of the knife. Further offences such as common assault, and section 47 assault were present based on the disclosure of a push. The more serious assault of hitting a victim with the knife has potential to be section 18 assault which is defined by the offences against the persons act as, unlawfully and maliciously by any means whatsoever wound or cause any grievous bodily harm to any person (Offences against the persons act 1861). The injury sustained to meet this assault in this circumstance would need to be permanent disability or loss of sensory function, or an injury which results in more than minor permanent, visible disfigurement, again this information was not available and would be witnessed upon attendance. Further offences that I believed to be suitable was the offence of affray. Affray is defined in legislation by any person who threatens unlawful violence towards another, and his conduct is such as would cause a person of reasonable firmness present at the scene to fear for his personal safety (Public order act, 1986). The person of ‘reasonable firmness’ can be a hypothetical person for this offence. The suitability of the offence of affray is that it can be committed in private as well as in a public place which other public order offences cannot.
Other policies I needed to consider whilst making way to the scene was use of force and powers of entry. Due to offences being committed and the risk or serious harm, I was confident I could enter the address under s17 of the police and criminal evidence act (PACE), that states a constable may enter and search the address for the purpose of arresting a person for an indictable offence (Police and criminal evidence act 1984). Given that an affray is an either way offence, meaning it can be a trial by summary or indictable offence allows entry to the premises. This power is used if there are reasonable grounds to believe the subject is within the premises. Further, I can enter the address if I believe there is a risk to persons life within the address. This risk is a justification down to myself as an officer, however the fact a young child and a female is disclosed to be inside, with a male with a machete makes thought for serious consideration for this power of entry to be used. When attending the address however, the female was outside, along with victims, which negated this power, unless my concerns for life turned to the subject whereby he may harm himself in a life threatening manner, this entry may again be used. 
I had also considered my use of force powers, which can vary due to the circumstances. Section 117 of PACE allows force to be used when conducting an act within the Police and criminal evidence act (Police and criminal evidence act 1984). This would entail arresting a subject, which is the desired end goal during this incident. Other polices that allow force to be used in this incident is common law, to prevent injury to myself or others. A further power is that described by Nottinghamshire police as ‘such force as is reasonable in the circumstances to prevent crime or in the effecting or assisting in the lawful arrest of offender’ (Nottinghamshire police, 2021), also detailed in section 3 of the criminal law act. This use of force is very important and very fitting for this incident, especially to myself as I am a taser trained officer who would be first on scene. Having a taser, which is uncommonly known as a conducted energy device, allows myself an option to use a higher use of force than that of untrained officers. A taser is ‘less lethal weapon system designed to temporarily incapacitate a subject’ (College of policing, 2021). There are statistics that documents use of taser and how effective the equipment can be whilst acting as a deterrent to offenders. A study by the IOPCC show that the most popular use of taser is ‘red dotting’ a subject, with discharge rates much lower at ‘fewer than 12% of taser incidents’ (IOPC, 2020). These statistics show that the correct use of taser can de-escalate a situation without having to incapacitate a subject. This knowledge is invaluable to myself as a competent taser officer to have the knowledge that the equipment I am carrying works effectively and is another option to gain compliance with an offender. 
Whilst considering all the options available to myself, a colleague and I had received a briefing off a firearms commander on our parameters and what was expected of from myself at scene. These parameters were to protect the public from entering the address whilst maximising their safety, and to hold off from the address whilst providing early updates when available on the situation.
When I had booked off in the street with a colleague who was double crewed with myself, there were several people present. Instantly I felt adrenaline and was concerned for all persons present but importantly the victim inside the address.  I was somewhat nervous and slightly overwhelmed by the amount of people in the street. As I was the first person on scene and having everyone look to me for direction I felt the public wanted an instant rectification to a complex situation. This is not possible and trying to convey to the public that it was not safe to enter the address with limited information came at a frustration to some. One member of the public began to express his intention of entering the address to confront the subject himself. This added frustration as I now had to prevent a person taking action himself and minimising his risk, before I could carry out any further actions at the scene. This incident was not made easy by people present who were intoxicated and suggesting they were going to attend the address to get to the male subject.
Following on from initial conversation and confrontation from some members of the public I identified a small gathering of people, who looked upset and luckily these were two victims of the incident. The partner of the male subject and a male who had been victim to being hit with a machete. My thoughts at this point was to offer first aid to the male, however the injury was not significant enough to prioritise this action. I conveyed this message to the victim and explained the reasoning, being that I wanted to prevent the male exiting the address and to arrest him whilst maximising everyone else’s safety. The victim was very reasonable and understanding. 
My attention was then to try and calm people and reassure them action will be taken to apprehend the offender, which proved quite difficult. I was conscious that the longer this conversation was happening, it was allowing opportunity for a violent male to make off from scene with potential of further injury. I did not have time to gather a full account from the victim, however I needed to confirm details of the weapon, which was again described as a machete with a long blade, the number of occupants within the address, and the location of the male. Within the address was only one male, being the subject, and he was still present. Due to the change in circumstances and additional information I relayed to the firearms commander and made way to the front of the address at a distance of the front gate to provide further updates. When attending the front of the address, a further unit turned up who I tasked to go to the rear of the address. The thought process was to cover the exit routes to prevent any further injuries and offences and to contain the subject to the address. At this time my concern regarding threat and risk was toward the male offender who may be a risk to himself. I was located approximately 10 metres away from the front of the address at the rear of the garden observing the front of the house at the gate of the address. I witnessed movements from room to room however nothing concerning until the male walked into the kitchen. Whilst in the window of the address I witnessed the male holding a black handled weapon with a blade of approximately 20 plus inches. The subject was waving it around whilst looking at myself and shouting obscenities. This information was passed to firearms who were no far from the address. The male then presented himself to the front door, and I began to engage with him. At this time there was no implements in his hand apart from a black object I believed to be a mobile phone. The subject walked towards myself where I maintained a suitable distance that I knew I could effectively discharge my taser from if needed. I attempted to build a rapport with the male and spoke in a calm manner in hope he would reflect my attitude due to knowledge of ‘Betaris box’ in communication. Whilst communicating with the male his attitude was fluctuating with aggression from one instance to compliance at the next. Due to this I knew I could not rely on his behaviour remaining the same if I was to approach the male. He complied with certain instructions such as removing his hands from his pockets and showing myself what he had in his possession. However would not comply with me when I asked him to move forward and turn around as I felt he knew he was going to be arrested. 
Firearms officers attended, which I believe in his view added seriousness to the incident and his attitude again change. As I was the first point of communication, it was decided the armed officers observed from a far with myself leading the attempts to engage with the male. Following a lengthy conversation and pleading with the male, I approached him and was able to handcuff the male and arrest him to prevent any further injuries to himself or others and to prevent his escape. This act instantly safeguards the victims especially the partner for a short period of time while the subject remains in police custody as an investigation is then commenced into the allegations. At this time the golden hour principles will commence to ensure best evidence is gathered. Evidence had already been gathered by myself as an officer turning on my body worn camera which captures the victims first accounts, and unfortunately for the subject, captured him in possession of a bladed article described by the victim. This evidence is useful when victims, especially of domestic violence do no pursues a formal complaint, as the prosecution can still be conducted without a victim if the evidence justifies this.  It was unknown at the time of arrest if victims were willing to provide a statement but due to the available disclosures and information, and witnessing events myself, positive action would be taken. The enquiries that now needed to be completed are very important to enhance the chances of action being taken. The importance of a statement allows victims opportunity to tell their version of events and information police may not have access to. The DASH from needed to be completed, which was given with consent and graded as ‘high’. There are three grading categories and this incident was graded by myself as the most severe. This grading, if agreed by other supervisors would allow specialist departments to take over the investigation such as detective constables. The evidence then needed to be gathered in every aspect, by speaking to witnesses, exploring CCTV opportunities, and the seizing of any objects relating to the offences. In this instance a black handles machete was seized, along with the photographing of the house documenting damage within. All the evidence builds a picture, and would all be presented in interview to the subject. If this part of the investigation was done poorly, the risk of not prosecuting the offender would increase, failing the victim and this would have been a case that added to alarming statistic documented by the HMIC in 2014. When conducting a review of Gwent police involvement regarding domestic abuse the HMIC state the number of domestic abuse prosecution cases that fail to result in a conviction is high and increasing (HMIC, 2014). Further review by Her Majesty’s inspectorate upon domestic abuse in Wales and England, statistics state ‘one in five cases did not proceed even with the support of the victim because there were “evidential difficulties”, such as a lack of evidence having being gathered to support the prosecution’(T.Thompson, 2021). Available evidence gathered properly is very important as without it, this case would have fallen with one word against another with no realistic chance of prosecution. Due to the time spent collecting the evidence, following interview the male admitted to the offences, subsequently charged and plead guilty in court. Consideration was given to a domestic violence protection notice (DVPN). This is to be served upon a subject whilst in custody where there is insufficient evidence to charge a perpetrator with the offences (UK Government). The aim of a DVPN is to further safeguard the victim of domestic abuse by placing an emergency non molestation and eviction notice upon the offender to prevent them from returning to addresses and interfering with the victim (UK Government). It is a step above from ‘bailing’ a subject and has powers of arrest attached. This can be served without the consent of the victim. The aim of the DVPN is to provide immediate emergency protection for the victim, allowing them protected space to explore the options available to them and make informed decisions regarding their safety (UK Government). As the male admitted the offences in interview, this step was not required however strong consideration for this action was taken in order to safeguard the victim best as possible. 

When reflecting upon the incident there are several factors that went very well. The main points I believe to be addressed is the fact that further injury and harm was prevented. This had been achieved prior to police involvement by the victims of the incident removing themselves from the situation and the address. Upon attendance the risk was further minimised by placing a cordon on the address and requesting specialist armed officers for attendance. Communications with the subject was clear and instructive and allowed the safe arrest of the offender in turn minimised risk to attending officers and myself. I felt reassured by the equipment I has at my disposal and confident enough to know these appointments would work effectively. This allowed me to communicate with and instruct the offender efficiently. This confidence also allowed me to formulate a plan and divulge this to attending officers and even to those who have more service than myself. Following the detention of the offender, the victim engaged with offers, providing a formal complaint and thorough evidence was explored and captured correctly. It is easy to see how failure to conduct the correct golden hour principles can result in a negative outcome for the victim in terms of non-prosecution of offenders. Even if this was the case, it is comforting both for myself as an officer and victims that there are measures and actions to be taken to allow further safeguarding such as the DVPN. My prior knowledge of reoccurring domestic incidents and risk posed to victims has been enhanced since this incident with the exploration of these measures. Due to the area I cover being a large area, the time taken to attend the call felt like a while even though I attended as an emergency. Ideally the situation could have been attended quicker, however this is due to no fault of my own. There are noticeable positive departments who are involved with domestic abuse by reviewing incidents and implementing measures to aid and tackle such incidents. Gwent police recognise the importance of reporting the incidents and safeguarding victims with requirements to complete DASH forms at every incident along with positive action being a necessity. The UK government have a large drive over the prosecution and awareness of these types of incidents also and have acted by passing domestic abuse bills and further legislation to help prevent and prosecute the offenders of these crimes. I believe the main reasons the male was prosecuted in this incident is down to the victim reporting the incident and supporting a complaint when officers had spoken with and supported her. This is a massive impact factor for officers and is a difficult time for victims. The way the victim is spoken to and handled I believe can affect their decision. Furthermore, I believe the evidence gathered at the scene by body warn camera proved invaluable along with photographing the scenes and seizure of exhibits. These actions limit the account of the subject and improve chances of prosecution. Overall, I believe the incident was a success and the prosecution of the male is proof of the importance of evidence gathering, engaging with the victim and the domestic violence measures that have been placed. I believe my individual performance at this incident has shown how much I have developed as an officer not only on scene but by also by investigation management.  
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