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The UK Anti-immigration riots took place between the 30th of July and the 7th of August (Downs, 2024). The riot was mainly attended by Far-right activists and started following the murders of three young girls in Southport, with claims that the perpetrator was a Muslim asylum seeker (White, 2024). There are many causes for these riots which can be perceived in different ways such as the spread of misinformation, the rise of Islamophobia and concerns over financial hardship due to the rise of immigration in the UK. These factors reflect the growing tension between the British public and immigrants arriving in the UK, which can cause a significant impact in the integration of diverse populations.
This essay will assess and analyse the causes of the riots and their impacts on social cohesion in the UK. In addition to this, it will assess the responses of the police and the government whilst considering their effectiveness in addressing both the violence and the issues that contributed to the riots. Finally, the essay will discuss potential considerations that can be learned from these events to prevent similar incidents in the future.
One of the main causes of the riots in 2024 is misinformation spread through social media. “Misinformation” is false information that is spread, and social media has played a role in making the information spread much quicker due to the simplicity of being able to share information of social media platforms (Chen, Xiao and Kumar, 2023). After the attack on the three young girls in Stockport, misinformation stating that the perpetrator was a Muslim and an asylum seeker, was spread across social media within hours of the attack (Choonara, 2024). This can be a factor in causing the riots due to a negative perception of people from immigrant backgrounds being spread which fuels more hatred in an already separated society. This misinformation could have served as an opportunity for people with far-right ideologies to protest their views which turned into violent riots (BBC, 2024). One of the main people to call for these riots was an anti-Islam activist known as Tommy Robinson. Difford and Smith (2024) found that 57% of people believe that Tommy Robinson is responsible for the riots. This shows how social media and popular figures within social media has a significant impact on people's views and willingness to riot because of their views. In addition to this it highlights how misinformation can be spread extremely quickly which therefore reaches and influences a large amount of people with similar ideologies. 
Another factor that could have contributed to the riots in 2024 is the rise of far-right ideology and its links to islamophobia. There are several groups in the UK who foster far-right ideology including the English Defence League. The English Defence League is an anti-Islam group who sees Muslim population as a threat to the UK and believes in keeping a British democracy as well as the freedom of speech (Allen, 2011). These ideologies that groups such as the English Defence League preaches all could have an effect in the start of the riots as the murders of the three girls could have been an excuse for them to protest their views and use violence against the groups who they are against. In addition to this, in 2023 the far-right activity in the UK rose by 20% (Scott, 2024). This suggests that more people are getting influenced by the far-right ideology and therefore there are more people to participate into these riots. 
Also, the locations of these riots can show that the riots were racially motivated. In Southport, a large group of rioters went outside a mosque and started chanting phrases such as “England till I die” and throwing objects at the police (Mackay et al., 2024). This can show that the riots were a result of racial bias and discrimination rather than being purely because of the murders of the young girls. The location being a mosque shows that the riots were against the Islamic faith as a group rather than the one individual who murdered the girls. Also, the chants suggests that they do not see Muslim people as English and has the ideologies of being anti-Islam that is deeply rooted by islamophobia. 
Economic hardship is another potential factor contributing to the riots in 2024. This is due to the growing frustration of immigration and the fear of job competition. Lee (2023), suggest that the mobility of the migrants coming to the UK pose a significant threat to the loss of jobs of UK natives. Also, Mason (2016), suggests that voting leave in Brexit would reduce the burden placed upon the NHS due to the intake of immigrants. This shows how the economic hardship present in the UK can cause growing frustration and a divide between native UK citizens and immigrants. This also suggests how often immigrants and asylum seekers are seen as scapegoats for the larger problems in society. This can link into the causes of the riots as riots can often be started due to underlying societal conditions (Newburn, 2020). Similarly, Martin Luther King Jr stated that “A riot is the language of the unheard” (Teeny, 2020). This can show how the riots would have had an underlying cause and in this case is the governments views on immigration and the UK publics feeling of hardship which drives nationalism and therefore scapegoating people of ethnic origin. In addition to this Willmott et al (2024) described the riots as “unsuprising” due to increasing tensions surrounding the political views of the government surrounding legal and illegal immigration. 
One of the largest impacts of the riots in 2024 is the violence against asylum seekers and immigrants. In one of the sites of the riots a hotel in Rotherham, which houses asylum seekers was attacked. There were fires being lit and objects being thrown. One of the asylum seekers in the hotel who was from Afghanistan felt “traumatised” and “lost” about their future because he would not be able to return home due to the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan (Fox, 2024). This shows that asylum seekers are targeted and therefore attacked. This causes severe psychological affects as these people are already in a vulnerable state having to leave their own country due to many factors such as threat of war and persecution, just to be persecuted in the new country where they are settling. This can show how the ideologies surrounding the riots still exist which can cause more hate towards Muslims and asylum seekers whilst creating a larger divide in society (Quick, 2024). 
[bookmark: _Int_w6n7hd2n]Furthermore, whilst contributing to a larger divide in society there could be a rise in protests from the other side. In the case of the 2024 riots this did happen. There were several anti-racism protests a week after the riots throughout the UK. However, these riots were largely peaceful with only a few arrests being made (Manning and Moench, 2024). This can be seen as a positive as people are coming together peacefully to stop riots fuelled by hatred and racism. On the other hand, it could be seen as a negative as it can severely impact community relations and keep building on the tension that is already there. 
Another consequence of the riots were legal and political consequences. 1280 rioters were arrested with 796 people charged. Most of these offenders were charged with violent disorder charges (Downs, 2024). This shows how many rioters faced consequences due to their actions in the riots. Another legal consequence of these riots were accusations of a two-tier policing system. This accusation is that right-wing protests are dealt with more harshly than left-wing protests (Brown, 2024). However, this has been debunked by many people including chief constable Mark Webster, labelling the accusations as “nonsense” (Robinson and Madden, 2024). These accusations can be incredibly harmful to policing as it can create more tension between the police and far right activists, whilst also painting a narrative that the policing cannot be trusted which can have an influence on many of the UK natives.  

[bookmark: _Int_uV1O8Igi]There were a number of responses made to the riots, with the first being responses by police and the criminal justice system. Police officers worked a total of 40,000 shifts over the period of the riots (Downs, 2024). This shows the strain the riots had on the police and, the adaptability of the police to be able to deploy a large amount of police officers. In addition to this, Police Scotland deployed 120 police officers to Belfast to support the police in Northern Ireland (Downs, 2024). This shows a good use of multi-organisation powers and shows that the police were methodical with how they used their resources. However, there are criticisms that the police were underprepared, and policing intelligence was unreliable in terms of predicting the riots (Davies, 2024). Also, 52% of the UK believe that the polices response was not tough enough (Difford and Smith, 2024). There were many tactics used in the riots to be able to arrest 1280 people, including gathering footage from surveillance cameras, use of drones and evidence-based teams on the ground (Downs, 2024). 
The government also responded to the riots in 2024. The prime minister, Kier Starmer, issued a statement condemning the violence cause by the riots whilst labelling it “far-right thuggery” (Prime Minister's Office and Starmer, 2024). This shows that the government was strongly against the riots and are putting the causes down to far-right ideology. This however could cause backlash as it could further separate the different parts of society. Also, a few months after the riots Kier Starmer vowed to reduce immigration both legal and illegal (Howie, 2024). This contrasts with the earlier statement as the prime minister is proposing stricter immigration policies which would favour people with far-right ideology. 
To conclude, the causes of the UK anti-immigration riots in 2024 were misinformation, far-right ideology, Islamophobia, and economic hardship. The murder of three girls was rapidly spread by social media as misinformation, creating a violent response rooted in islamophobia and hate towards immigrants (Choonara, 2024) (Chen, Xiao and Kumar, 2023). The impacts ranged from targeted violence against asylum seekers to a wider societal division, psychological trauma, and counter-protests (Fox, 2024) (Manning and Moench, 2024).
The responses were condemning the violence and mobilising policing resources to restore order. The police successfully deployed personnel and utilised surveillance technologies to manage the unrest and secure arrests (Downs, 2024). Although Prime Minister Starmer’s public denouncement of the far-right was commendable, his vow for stricter immigration policies risks validating the same ideologies that fuelled the violence (Prime Minister's Office and Starmer, 2024) (Howie, 2024). 
Long-term solutions should focus on reducing misinformation. There is a need for media literacy programmes to help the public identify misinformation (Taylor et al., 2023). Furthermore, the government must embrace faith and cultural to dismantle Islamophobic narratives. Policies that address inequality and provide support for disadvantaged groups could also reduce the scapegoating of immigrants (Newburn, 2020). Only through an inclusive, and preventative strategy can the UK hope to avoid the recurrence of violent events such as the riots in 2024.







Reference list
Allen, C. (2011). Opposing Islamification or Promoting Islamophobia? Understanding the English Defence League. Patterns of Prejudice, [online] 45(4), pp.279–294. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/0031322x.2011.585014. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
BBC (2024). Why are there riots in the UK and where are they taking place? [online] BBC News. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckg55we5n3xo. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Brown, F. (2024). UK riots: What does ‘two-tier’ policing mean - and does it exist? [online] Sky News. Available at: https://news.sky.com/story/uk-riots-what-does-two-tier-policing-mean-and-does-it-exist-13191977. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Chen, S., Xiao, L. and Kumar, A. (2023). Spread of misinformation on social media: What contributes to it and how to combat it. Computers in Human Behavior, [online] 141(107643), p.107643. doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2022.107643. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Choonara, J. (2024). Confronting Britain’s far-right Problem. International Socialism, 2(184), pp.3–22.
Davies, M. (2024). Southport: Watchdog says police unprepared for scale of riots. BBC News. [online] 18 Dec. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpvn0dnnyj3o. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Difford, D. and Smith, M. (2024). The public reaction to the 2024 riots. [online] Yougov.co.uk. Available at: https://yougov.co.uk/politics/articles/50257-the-public-reaction-to-the-2024-riots. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Downs, W. (2024). Policing response to the 2024 summer riots. [online] House of Commons Library. Available at: https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/policing-response-to-the-2024-summer-riots/. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Fox, A. (2024). Asylum seekers ‘traumatised’ after Rotherham hotel riot. BBC News. [online] 11 Aug. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgxn0662x2o.
Howie, M. (2024). PM vows to ‘significantly’ cut immigration as he calls record rise ‘off the scale’. [online] The Standard. Available at: https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/immigration-uk-net-migration-keir-starmer-labour-tories-ons-b1196949.html [Accessed 11 Apr. 2025].
Lee, J. (2023). Economic Insecurity and the Rise of Anti-Immigrant Sentiments: The Role of Labor Market Risks and Welfare Deservingness Perception. Political studies review, 22(4). doi:https://doi.org/10.1177/14789299231217188.
Mackay, H., Vinter, R., Nadeem Badshah, Lowe, Y., Al-Othman, H., Halliday, J., Quinn, B., Calton, G. and Murray, J. (2024). Southport stabbing: chaotic scenes as police clash with far-right protesters outside mosque – as it happened. [online] the Guardian. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/live/2024/jul/30/southport-stabbing-latest-knife-attack-children-hospital-merseyside?page=with%3Ablock-66a939738f0891104a9d9687#block-66a939738f0891104a9d9687. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Manning, L. and Moench, M. (2024). UK disorder: Thousands of counter-protesters rally after riots. [online] BBC News. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/czxlgwl28gyo. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Mason, R. (2016). Claims Brexit could save NHS are ‘dangerous lie’, ex-health secretaries say. [online] the Guardian. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/apr/03/claims-brexit-could-save-nhs-dangerous-lie-ex-health-secretaries (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Newburn, T. (2020). The Causes and Consequences of Urban Riot and Unrest. Annual Review of Criminology, 4(1), pp.53–73. doi:https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-criminol-061020-124931. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Prime Ministers Office and Starmer, K. (2024). PM statement: 4 August 2024. [online] GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-4-august-2024. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Quick, R. (2024). Riots: causes and consequences. [online] Counter Terror Business. Available at: https://counterterrorbusiness.com/features/riots-causes-and-consequences. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Robinson, C. and Madden, R. (2024). Two-tier policing ‘nonsense’, Cleveland Police chief tells riot probe MPs. BBC News. [online] 10 Dec. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c93gkdek10wo. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Scott, H. (2024). Rise of the Right: 20 Reasons the UK Is Seeing a More Visible Far-Right - Edge Media. [online] Edge Media. Available at: https://edge.media/rise-of-the-right/  (Accessed: 10/4/25) 
Teeny, J. (2020). Consequences and Causes of Riots | Psychology Today. [online] www.psychologytoday.com. Available at: https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/difference-opinion/202006/consequences-and-causes-riots. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
White, N. (2024). The horrifying racist attacks carried out by far-right mobs in riots. The Independent. [online] 5 Aug. Available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/riots-uk-muslim-asians-rotherham-manvers-hotel-b2591159.html. (Accessed: 10/4/25)
Willmott, D., Long, M., Amuda Agneswaran and Labhardt, D. (2024). Why do people riot? Examining rioter motivations and the role of the police. The Police Journal Theory Practice and Principles, 0(0). doi:https://doi.org/10.1177/0032258x241299620. (Accessed: 10/4/25)



