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Predynastic Decorated Ceramic Vessel 
Object type: Ceramic vessel  
Cyfathfa Castle and Park. CCM 270.004 
Period: 3550-3100bc  
Provenance: Egypt 
Dimensions: height 30 cm, width at widest point 28cm  
Material: marl clay and ochre paint 
Object analysis by: Lillian York  
 This decorated pot was produced out of marl clay and had a finishing decoration of red ochre paint. The pot has been dated to the Egyptian Predynastic period (most likely 2550-3100 bc). The vessel stands 30cm high on a narrow base with a diameter of 10.1cm and expands elegantly to a width of 28cm at the shoulder before narrowing to an opening of 15.6cm across. Positioned evenly around the shoulder are three lugs, each with a hole suitable for attaching a tie or fixture. The opening has a simple round rim. The surface colour is a pale terracotta/tan colour, and the painted design is a deep red ochre.  
There are several different patterns enclosed within four horizontal bands each about 4-5cm wide from the top of the pot to just below the middle. The top band has groups of slanted lines leaning alternately left and right. The next band is empty, with a height of 3.5cm, and the band below repeats the slanted line pattern, with another empty band below. The lowest band covering the largest width of the pot shows triangles broken up with leaf motifs. The pattern of the triangles is six triangles, palm leaf, seven triangles, palm leaf, seven triangles, palm leaf. The triangles represent mountains and palm leaves are associated with fertility and new life. The overall condition of this pot is ok; there are a few sections of this pot which seem to have faded and there are a few pencil marks from previous students who have studied it. 
The slanted lines represent the River Nile and are grouped into sections of five to 10 lines. Amongst these patterns are three ‘lugs’ which are the handles. These handles show us that this specific pot originally would have had a cloth lid, and these lugs were used to secure the lid. According to the oriental institute, university of Chicago referring to the decorated ware vessel in their collection (with the object number of E10581), decorated pots were valued for their decoration then any earlier use it may have had. We know the River Nile was an important source of daily life with the function of transportation. Many decorated jars and pots display the River Nile. 
The pot was produced in the Naqada II period. If we compare this pot to the jar in the British museum (museum number: EA35502), we can see many similarities which help me to date this particular pot, the characteristics are the same. Decorated pottery is mostly found within the wealthy burials. Both pottery pieces are made out of marl clay and painted with red ochre paint. These types of pottery are decorated or D-ware objects. When we compare the pot to this jar, we can conclude that this pot came from a wealthy grave. (British Museum, n.d.) The decoration on the pot is associated with ensuring fertility and rebirth. Not just humans, but for animals and the cosmos. 
This was a particularly important aspect to the Egyptians throughout history. (Strudwick N, 2006)  
This decorated pot is immensely helpful for archaeologists to understand the mindset of the Egyptians during this period.
Decorated pots were placed within graves to supply the deceased with resources for the afterlife. Egyptians believed that the afterlife was a continuation of living. Supplying the deceased with earthly artefacts for the next “journey”. Ceramic pots in Predynastic burials informs us the symbolic acts of remembering the deceased (Stevenson, 2009; Catstillos, 2025). This ceramic vessel was a storage vessel. We know that this ceramic vessel did not have any liquids because there is no residue inside the vessel. Items were often left within the tombs and graves of the deceased to represent the career of the person. The grave this vessel was found could have been a potter, or it could have been an object for storage. We know that this ceramic vessel did have a lid, as we can see the attachments on the vessel, for preserving foods for the deceased to take into the afterlife. Dr Jennifer Houser Wegner from Penn Museum wrote that the preparation for burial was extremely important and objects were necessary for passing successfully to the afterlife. (Wegner, n.d.)  
 Wegner explains how some objects which are buried within the tomb had been used by the deceased during their lifetime, while other goods such as amulets, canonic jars and shabtis were made specifically for the burial of the person. (Wegner, n.d.)  
When we compare this pot to a predynastic object in the Eton Myers Collection at the University of Birmingham (Museum code: ECM1868) Steven R.W. Gregory writes that this pot appears to have been handmade rather than on a wheel. (Gregory, University of Birmingham, n.d.) You can feel a ridge around the internal surface, as well as the rim being drawn out by hand, I concluded that the decorated pot is handmade due to its imperfections. Gregory writes within his article that the symbols on his decorated pot would have had meaning to the society from which the deceased person was from and will inform us partly about their life and their status (Gregory, University of Birmingham, n.d.). 
Looking at the jar in the British Museum again, Strudwick says that decorated pottery is rare and is found within the wealthy burials. (Strudwick N, 2006) 
The decoration of this ceramic vessel is incredibly detailed. When we look at the red orchard paint used as a coating on this vessel, we can see the life focus as in Predynastic Egypt the red ochre paint was a symbolisation of rebirth and life. Red ochre was often used within the burial ritual itself and was sprinkled on the deceased as a form of energy to take them into the afterlife. The staining on the bones was a sign of rebirth and renewal.
By finding this ceramic vessel within a grave it improves the information we have about the predynastic Egyptian beliefs and views, their Food and drinks, or something which they used in their living life to do with their occupation. (British Museum, n.d.) 
A Predynastic jar from Hierakonpolis is at the Metropolitan Museum of Art (with the museum code of 35.54.5) the museum states that this jar was excavated from a tomb that was part of the burial process. They state that it may have been a jar for storing food, water or even goods. (Metropolitan Museum of Art, n.d.)  
During this time, the Egyptians believed in the Ka, an essence which separated the living from the deceased. The Ka was seen as a bit like a shadow. Without the Ka the deceased would not survive within the afterlife. Food and drinks within these vessels would sustain the Ka within the afterlife. The Ka needed to survive or else the deceased individual would not survive. (Detroit Institute of Art, n.d.). Looking at the relief of Ka-per with offerings at the Detroit institute of arts (museum code 57.58) Even though this jar is from the Old Kingdom, it is still an important jar which can enhance our understanding of the Predynastic burial rituals and traditions. (Detroit Institute of Art, n.d.). 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bibliography  
Oriental institute, University of Chicago. (n.d.) Decorated Ware Vessel (Object no.E10581). In: Museum Highlights. Chicago: Oriental Institute Museum, University 
of Chicago. Available at https://oi.uchicago.edu  (Accessed: 13th October 2025) 
British Museum. (n.d.) Decorated jar (object no.EA35502). London: The British 
Museum Collection Online. Available at: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection 
(Accessed 13th October 2025)  
Strudwick, N. (2006) The British Museum Pocket Dictionary: Ancient Egypt. London: 
British Museum Press. (Accessed: 13th October 2025) 
Stevenson, A., 2009. Social Relationships in Predynastic Burials. Journal of Egyptian Archaeology, 95, pp.175-192. 
Castillos, J.J., 2025. Decorated pots in Egyptian Predynastic tombs of children and Subadults. Göttinger Miszellen, 272, pp.15-26.  
Wegner, J.H. (n.d.) Preparation for Burial. Penn Museum Articles and Blogs. 
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology. 
Available at: https://www.penn.museum (Accessed: 13th October 2025) 
Eton Myers Collection, University of Birmingham. (n.d.) Eton Myers Collection Object ECM1868. Birmingham: University of Birmingham. Available at https://etonmyers.bham.ac.uk (Accessed 13th October 2025)  
Metropolitan Museum of Art (n.d.) Large Late Ware Storage Jar (Object no. 25.54.5) New York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Available at https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/547140 (Accessed: 13th October 2025)  
Detroit Institute of Arts (n.d.) relief of Ka-aper with Offerings (Object no. 57.58). 
Detroit: Detroit Institute of Arts. Available at: 
https://dia.org/collection/relief-ka-aper-offerings-43744 (accessed: 13th October 2025)  
image0.jpg




image10.jpg




image2.png
Fig 2. Top
view, York,





image3.jpg




image4.png
Fig.1. Side view, York 2025,





image50.png
Fig 3. Bottom view, 2025





image1.jpg




image2.jpg




image3.png
Fig 2. Top
view, York,





image4.jpg




image5.png
Fig.1. Side view, York 2025,





image6.png
Fig 3. Bottom view, 2025





