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In this evaluation I will be discussing the process of working with different kinds of professionals ranging from Artists, Music Producer and Dance choreographer. It was an eight-week process where the aim was to create a dance piece about the steelworks as a focus point. We performed the movement in two different spaces with changes to the movement continuously through the whole process. It has been an educational and eye-opening process, as there has been so many factors throughout the 8 weeks to really push the level of dancer I have become.
The technique classes in the mornings during the process were a great factor in pushing the developed piece to the standard that it got to for the performance. By being pushed and constantly challenged in movement each day really push my physical and mental barriers further to help me become a better dancer. As there was a lot of feedback in the classes on where the movement or technique wasn’t quite right, was a great help as by correcting bad form and improving dance fitness by continuously attacking the material really helped push me further as a dancer making my body somewhat ready for the material that was being created in the studio space. To help push the creativity and skill level of the movement that was being produced.
The way that movement was created was a new experience as we worked with the idea of the subject but trying not to portrait it as direct so not simply giving away what it represented. There were loads of task that we carried out. The main one that really inspired me to keep pushing movement was the task that helped create the unison section. The process of creating the material all originated from a simple image called ‘steel man’ (FREDD, 2016). The process we went through was looking at the image to get your own interpretation on what you thought the steel man was for yourself.
 The next stage would be to walk as a group and by the time you hit the other side of the room you would have to hit a specific movement phrase or picture frame of how you interpreted the image. After doing this a few times, the movement or stills that stood out we made small phrases out of the movement, everyone created a small solo from the task, then towards the end we would collaborate what we had been working on, to teach the highlighted parts of each individual solo to make one longer phrase. I find this to be an intriguing way to work and will be using it in the future as the material that was created by just one image was outstanding and inspiring. 
The fact that we all started to create on our own and the ended as a team working collaterally shows that it is a great tool on creating and bringing the group together at the same time, so the material that was produced was of a high standard from everyone’s contribution. 
The biggest influence for me to engage with the piece was reading, and having a guest speech from Bleddyn Penny, who wrote a thesis about the steel works in port Talbot for the past years. (Penny,B.,2016). After reading different chapters and having a formal interview with him, it really helped me to get my head into what I could portray what a steel worker is, what makes them, what are their similar traits. By doing this it really helped with the creativity of making more movement and with the movement already created as I could investigate even more into the movement with a focus point for myself to help portray the message through the movement stronger. 
The main influence for me from the thesis was the community section. As by reading about the interviews and while he discussed it, I was able to get a strong impression of what it was like for the steel workers. By using the knowledge that was passed to us I really infused it with the movement, creativity, and atmosphere in the room to help push everything further in the class, working as a team to help create the best possible result that we could. This was one of the biggest stepping stones for helping me become more engrossed in the piece and the process of it all.
Even though this process was very eye opening and inspiring it had its obstacles to overcome, that challenged me physically and mentally. One of the hardest obstacle for me personally was the change of space and material to adapt to the change of space. As we created it in a sizeable dance studio, we performed a large section in a museum and the adapted version in the site-specific area. When we were in the museum the hardest thing for me to do was adapt to the sloped and uneven service that was a lot smaller that a space that we created it in. so by mixing these factors into the equation it really challenged me to raise above it, to go and attack it head on, as the more I got stuck in and adapted certain moves to be able to perform them safely and to their fullest potential. 
When we filmed it for the final performance there was a large crowd that came in to watch. This narrowed the space down even further, by having the experience briefly before it helped me to naturally adapt to what space I could move in safely and still be correct in the material. Even though this was a great challenge it really helped me grow as a professional as for when I go and work in the industry you cannot always control the factors, so you must learn to adapt and move forward with it. 
When we were in the site-specific venue we got challenged as there was a massive pillar in an awkward position in the space creating problems for some of the material, people not being able to get in the right positions. I found by us as a company becoming stronger throughout the process not just with movement but also with a bond it really helped us all to come together and help each other so that none of us got caught out or frustrated. For me the community of a ’steel worker’ I could see in that process and it really help me push past all doubt and fear that it wasn’t going to work to stay positive and stay as a unit to keep pushing forward to help enhance the process for the whole project.
Another obstacle I had to overcome was be more aware in the space or objects and people. As during the 8 weeks there were two separate incidents that involved me injuring the choreographer, by not being focused into the tasks that were given as much as I cold of been, this effected the time that he was with us in the space. But by having this happened it has made me more aware of everything in all dance spaces that I enter now and its helped me control my body more as I am focusing in on myself and others that are in the space. 
Even though we had 8 weeks I personally didn’t think it was enough time for me as an individual, so outside of studio time we run rehearsals as a group and also in smaller groups to try and stay on top of the movement, in the group rehearsals we would just run the whole piece from top to bottom to make sure we knew the order, all the ques that were there and to make sure we all maintain technique in the movement. Majority of the time most people couldn’t make the extra rehearsals so me and Cory would go up and run through everything that we could to keep pushing ourselves in the process. By having rehearsals as a collective and as individuals it helped me from both angles to train and rehearse more in depth and to continually go over material.
I found that the final performance went to a good standard apart form a few sections. Unison was messy at one point, but we manage to pull it back and stay in time with the music. Another section that didn’t go so well was the transition from the rumba section to Dan and Lydia’s duet. As we were not in time for the music que, so the transitions were rushed, and it became messy. But apart from that I felt really engrossed and on top of my game in the movement. Even though there were minor slip ups I still think that the message that we wanted to portray was delivered to the audience.
If I was to do this process again, I would focus more on exploring the movement created and keep pushing it as I found in this process I would stop exploring on some movement and move on to another thing. By focusing more on the tasks, I feel that the creativity I contributed could have been greater and help enhance the final product.
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