Was the league of Corinth different from previous Leagues in the Classical period?

In this essay I will compare the various leagues that existed within the Classical Period (defined as the fifth and fourth centuries BCE[footnoteRef:1]) to the League of Corinth. My intention is to identify their similarities and differences, in order to establish whether the Corinthian League is unique to its time period. By examining the Leagues’ beginnings and the events that occurred before and during its existence, I will identify the reasons why it was created. Moreover, I will investigate how each of the leagues were run and why each is considered historically significant. [1:  Darvill. 2008] 


The League of Corinth was an inter-state-treaty created by Philip II of Macedon after the battle of Chaeronea[footnoteRef:2] in 338 BCE[footnoteRef:3]. He announced a ‘Common Peace’ and declared himself Hegemon[footnoteRef:4] of this new league, so that every state was to pledge their allegiance to Philip and his descendants. Only Sparta refused his rule and refused to join. Although it was put into motion by Philip it could be possible to argue that this alliance came as the result of the urgings of Isocrates[footnoteRef:5] as he addressed him in his work ‘To Philip’ in 346 BCE, suggesting that without ignoring his own interests he should unite Argos, Sparta, Thebes and Athens to stand against the Persians[footnoteRef:6]. Isocrates unfortunately however did not live to see its inception as he starved himself to death after Athens was defeated in the battle of Chaeronea[footnoteRef:7]. [2:  Salmon. 2012]  [3:  Worthington. 2004. 59]  [4:  Perlman. 1985. 156]  [5:  Too. 2010.]  [6:  Isoc. 4. 64]  [7:  Perlman. 1985. 153] 

336 BCE saw the assassination of Philip II and with his death the Greeks began to revolt against the Corinthian League but Philip’s son and successor Alexander (“the great”) quickly put a stop to this[footnoteRef:8].  [8:  Worthington. 2004. 59] 


During the classical period there were several leagues in which the question could refer to, namely The Delian League, The Peloponnesian League and The Second Athenian League.
In reference to the Delian League much of the information that we have was provided by Thucydides and his works on ‘The Peloponnesian War’ but due to lack of other ‘historical evidence’ it is difficult to suggest one way or another if his accounts are entirely accurate due to lack of both supporting or opposing evidence. There is however the argument however that the reason why his work is given such credence is because he was alive during this time, having been thought to have lived between 460/55 BCE to 400 BCE[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  Wade-Gery, Denniston & Hornblower. 2012] 

 The Delian League was formed in 478 BCE[footnoteRef:10] as an alliance against the Persians however according to Thucydides works states that the league had a change of leadership in 477 BCE when Athens assumed control from the Spartans. Previously Spartan general Pausanias had been in command but due to his violent behaviour towards his allies and fellow Greeks[footnoteRef:11] the Spartans stepped aside in case another of theirs became corrupt[footnoteRef:12].  [10:  Martin. 2000. 96]  [11:  Martin. 2000. 106]  [12:  Thuc. 1.95] 


The Peloponnesian League is considered as being the most long lived and is considered to be earliest known both offensive and defensive alliance[footnoteRef:13]. This Greek alliance held strong from the rule of Cleomenes I in the 6th Century BCE (approx. 520 – 490 BCE[footnoteRef:14]) until 366 BCE when it was dissolved[footnoteRef:15]. [13:  Cartledge. 2012]  [14:  Cartledge. 2003]  [15:  Howatson. 2011] 

It differed slightly to other known leagues in regards to its ‘ruling’, as although Sparta was the Hegemon[footnoteRef:16] its members were allowed to form their own alliances and could control their own government etc. without Spartan interference, as long as they met the basic requirements of the League[footnoteRef:17]. Although, even with such ‘freedoms’ there was still unrest as in 450 BCE Megara left the league in order to form an alliance with the Athenians[footnoteRef:18].  [16:  Capreedy. 2008. 485.]  [17:  Capreedy. 2008. 486]  [18:  Gagarin. 2010. 9] 


There isn’t much information known about the second Athenian League (also known as the Second Athenian Confederacy) other than that it was founded in 379/8 BCE[footnoteRef:19], at which time a decree was issued inviting different Greek states to join (in approx. 378/377 BCE)[footnoteRef:20]. [19:  Tuplin. 2012]  [20:  RO 22] 

Cawkwell argues that the reason that there is not much known about this alliance is because for the twenty years prior to its dissolution - The Second Athenian Confederacy was abolished by Philip II in 338 in the Peace of Demades[footnoteRef:21]. - the league had been mealy surviving rather than playing any active role within the political or military spheres, making it of very little importance to both the Athenians and to history[footnoteRef:22].  [21:  Cawkwell. 2011.XI.1]  [22:  Cawkwell. 2011. XI. 2] 



In regards to similarities between the leagues, both the League of Corinth and the Peloponnesian League were referred to as having been overseen by “Hegemons” however this word typically just means ‘leader’[footnoteRef:23], and whereas The Peloponnesian league was controlled by a state (Sparta), the Corinthian League was controlled by a single familial line, specifically Philip II’s[footnoteRef:24].   [23:  Speake & LaFlaur. 1999]  [24:  Too. 2010.] 

As for the differences the lengths as to how long each of the alliances/treaties various a great deal. If you consider the end of Alexander’s reign in 323 BCE to equal the dissolution of the Corinthian league (as there was never any record of the league of Corinth having ever officially dissolved however it held little significance to anyone come the end reign of Alexander the great[footnoteRef:25]) then this alliance lasted only 15 years. The Delian League was around for about 69 years (Having ended 30 years prior to the formation of the Second Athenian Confederacy[footnoteRef:26]), whilst the Second Athenian League lasted 41 years. And finally, the Peloponnesian league stood for over a 125 years. [25:  Salmon. 2012]  [26:  Meiggs & Hornblower. 2012] 


In conclusion, I believe that this question is quite difficult to answer, as although the League of Corinth shares some of the same traits as the other leagues during the Classical period, each treaty - or alliance - had their own set of rules and regulations and so could each be considered “unique” in their own right.
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