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[bookmark: _Toc58195893]Introduction
Childhood is used to define the life stage of individuals ageing below 18 years old. Vulnerability refers to the ability of the children to protect themselves (Cromdal, Jakob, 2009). Vulnerability in children may be as a result of many factors like age, physical or mental disability, provocative or powerless. Children may also be vulnerable because of their surroundings or family; it may be because of the poor housing, joblessness of parents, qualifications, or health of the family. In this report the case study of a family will be discussed. It is a family of 8 members. Joanitter is a single parent who is the mother of four boys and 2 girls namely Joe, Jeremiah, Julius, Jason, Jayda, and Jenny. Joe was involved in the youth offending team because of this involvement in criminal activities. Their Aunt Florence also lives with them in the same house. Joanitter often stays away from home and is thought to be involved in prostitution and selling drugs. The children were looked after by their Aunt Florence who was not a responsible person as well. As a result, the children were often neglected and not taken care of properly. All the children had very poor attendance at school. Three of the boys were permanently prohibited from school. The youngest child was in nursery with extremely poor attendance of just 3 percent and neglected in vaccinating. They were also living in a underprivileged area, in a poor-quality house. (Terman, 1925)They were also socially excluded as the local people were disturbed by their criminal activities, like robbery, shop lifting, rowdy behaviour, criminal damage, misuse of substances and begging. Due to such activities the providers were also having difficulty rebuilding their house. But nevertheless, they were taken care of by external agencies who took in account of rebuilding their house, gave them new tenancy, provided education and to Joanitter and training to Florence. Joe completed his youth offending procedure and moved to a new city to live with his father. All the children improved their attendance at school and started being socially involved. Therefore, this report will focus on how effectively the professional interventions help such families and the vulnerable children. It will also evaluate different policies and legislations that helps to protect the vulnerable children and their family.


[bookmark: _Toc58195894]Discussion:
[bookmark: _Toc58195895]Factors Contributing to the risk of vulnerability:
The way a child develops depends on a wide variety of factors. It may be influenced by their genetic makeup which is hereditary from their parents (Terman, 1925). It may also be through their experiences of their lives. They may also be affected by their physical or mental health, their surroundings, or the environment they live in, it determines the potential of the children to protect themselves. Children may also be vulnerable by the way they are nurtured.  Vulnerability has a wide definition and so is its contributing factors. There are models that help to understand the contributing factors to the risk of vulnerability in children:
[bookmark: _Toc58195896]Brofenbenner’s Bio-Ecological Model:
According to this model, the development of a child takes place with the impact of the environment, the objects, (Cromdal, 2009)and the people in direct contact with the child. The biological aspect of the model states that the biological get-up of the child develops them while the ecological aspect defines that the elements in the ecology of the children affects their development and vulnerability (Bogard, 1996). This model states that there are different types of environment that affects the vulnerability of the child differently. They are:
Microsystem: It is the closest ecology of the child which comprises of their parents, siblings, and the people they come in contact every day. Like in the case study, as the mother, Joanitter, did not take proper care of the children and was neglected, all the children had poor attendance at school, while two of them got excluded from their school and was referred to attend special classes. Whereas the youngest child was not even properly immunised by giving the necessary vaccinations.
Mesosystem: It is the ecology of the children that does not directly involve them but affects their development. For example, in the case study the mother often used to stay away from home and was involved in prostitution and selling drugs.  Even though the children were not directly involved to them, but it negatively affected the children’s development. These provoked them to be involved in criminal activities and the low income of the family provoked them into begging. 
Exosystem: Exosystem is similar to the mesosystem it is the surrounding of the children where they are not directly involved yet it influences their development. Like, as Joanitter was involved in drugs and prostitution and selling drugs, it affected the mental development of the children it also dragged them towards criminal activities.
Macro system: It is the larger society where the child lives which shapes their development. In the case study as the family was involved in criminal activities they got excluded by the society. The local people even tried to drive the family out of their house by breaking their windows which negatively affected the development of the children and made them vulnerable.
Dahlgren and Whitehead’s Determinants of Health: This model states that the social economic and environmental factors affect the health development of the children. The Dahlgren and Whitehead model is used to determine how the lifestyle and social factors affects the vulnerability in children. Like, in the case study, the youngest child lacked immunisation due to negligence by their Mother and Aunt.

[bookmark: _Toc58195897]Analysis and Evaluation:
[bookmark: _Toc58195898]Effectiveness of Social Interventions:
Social interventions are interventions by external agencies in helping the vulnerable groups or any individuals under threat. The social intervention plays a crucial role in helping individuals in proving their way of living through external help. The statutory guidance of working together to safeguard children states that all the agencies must work together to ensure all the responsibilities towards welfare of the children. All the agencies need to work using the strategy of thinking like the children, like the parents and like the family. In this way they help to identify the problems within the children and their family and accumulatively take a multi-agency approach to resolve the issues. There are many agencies that helps the welfare of the children and safeguards their quality of life. Some of them are discussed below:
· Police: The approach of the police towards the children is stated by the National Strategy for the Policing of Children and Young People. This strategy states that any children doing criminal activities should be treated with consideration of the fact that they are children irrespective of their crime (Munro, 2004). The duty of the police is to identify any crime and protect the children from the misdeeds and its impact. As happened in the case study where instead of punishing Joe he was kept under the youth offending team.
· Health Care Workers: The health care workers, work for the well-being of every child in the society. Under the Child Care Act, they safeguard the well-being of the children. For example, in the case study they identified that the youngest child lacked immunisation.
· Education Providers: These are the teachers or the school authorities. The attendance at school is a key factor in understanding the wellness of a child and helps to identify any negative attitude in their behaviour. As happened in the case study where three of the children were permanently excluded from their school and were asked to attend alternative provision for education. However, later by intervention by other agencies, which seek their Aunt to attend parenting training helped the children improve their attendance. Thus, such interventions indeed help the vulnerable children to attain a normal life. 
· Other Agencies: Other agencies like the housing association in the case study helped the family to improve their housing condition and get a better permanent resident. Others like the Targeted Youth Support (TYS) helps the vulnerable children involved in criminal activities and helps to involve them in social activities.

[bookmark: _Toc58195899]Effectiveness of Laws and Legislations
Legislations are laws set by the government to help the individuals in the society attain their right to live equally in a society (Yar, 2003). All the individuals in a society are obliged by these legislations which promotes harmony and enhances the quality of lives. Children are a crucial part of the society and tend to design the future. Therefore, there are many legislations and policies that help the children welfare and safeguards the children from any sort of harm or negligence. 
· The Children Act 2004: This Act states that the welfare of a child is most important. It is the duty of every individual to safeguard the rights of the children and safeguard children from any danger (Children's Rights Alliance for England (CRAE), 2004). In the case study it was found that the children are neglected, and the youngest child of the family was immune-deprived due to lack of vaccination. This Act urges the local authority to safeguard the children from such neglect and help the children develop normally in the case study Joe completed this youth offending orders which helped him to be protected from further criminal activities. Joe was also moved to another city to live with his father which had positive impact on the other siblings and helped to safeguard their quality of life.
· The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006: This Act helps to safeguard vulnerable children and vulnerable adults from certain people. It bares harmful individuals from working with vulnerable children (Family Policy Alliance, 2005). For example, In the case Florence was the Aunt of the children who used to look after the children. But still they had to face negligence and got involved in criminal activities. Not only that, but they were also not regular at their school which resulted in extremely poor attendance. Therefore, Florence was given a Family Links Nurturing Programme, which helped her to learn better parenting and plan better timing schedule for the children. These improved the attendance of the children and helped them better education which ultimately protected them from criminal activities.
· Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018: This Act states that any children facing neglect or abuse should be protected through partnership between all the agencies responsible for safeguarding the rights of the children namely, police, councils, and health services. In the case study it was found that all the agencies worked together to help to improve the condition of the family and protect the children from any harmful activities. The housing association helped to provide better, permanent housing for the family, while other agencies enabled Florence to take training on parenting and Joanitter by agencies to a local drug support project which helped her to stop taking drugs and get involved in criminal activities. Other agencies monitored the family for a year and a progressive improvement was noticed in the behaviour of the children and their attendances at school.
[bookmark: _Toc58195900]Conclusion: 
Finally, it can be concluded by saying that childhood is a stage of life that begins from birth till the age of 18 years. There are varied definitions of childhood and varied model to describe the factors that impact the development of the children during their childhood. In this report the case study of a family is studied, where there is a single mother involved in selling drugs and prostitution. She is a mother of six children and all of whom are involved in criminal activities. They are taken care of by their Aunt Florence who is also not responsible, and the children are subjected to negligence. But nevertheless, there are many legislations set for the better and safeguarding of the children. And the involvement of the external agencies effectively helps the vulnerable children enjoy a normal healthy life. 
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