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Technology in the Police has changed substantially over the years because technology in the public services is changing all the time with new products being introduced to make police officers' jobs easier (Home Office 2020). Drones were introduced in 2015 as a tester to see how effective they were used and since then 40 national police forces in the UK use them on a day to day basis (Hymas 2022). Police electronic devices have helped out police a lot since they were introduced it keeps police out in the community dealing with crime rather than committing a lot of their time to do paperwork (HMICFRS 2012).

Drones were first introduced in 2015 they were introduced because the police so they could have a mobile CCTV unit where they could track criminals on the go (Ministry of Defence 2016). Devon and Dorset police created the first Drone unit in the UK (Dorset Police 2022), This has been effective for them because it has supported 354 incidents that went on in 2018 which would’ve helped out the police unit on the ground a lot when dealing with the crime committed (Dorset Police 2016). Drones have been effective in the UK because they have thermal cameras, so they can be used at night or in places where it is hard to see, so they would use their thermal cameras to see where the criminals are hiding (Policy Committee 2019). They also have a camera on the drone that has a live feed so the drone unit can see where they’re going, and it will also record the footage on the drone so if they have to deal with an incident which goes to court they can use the evidence from the drone to convict the criminal (Dwyer 2021). Drones have also been effective in finding missing people this is because their cameras are so advanced that they can see people from 150 metres away(Sussex Police 2022). This was effective last year when the police drone found an 82-year-old man that went missing (BBC 2021), So it shows that the police drones can be used effectively when finding missing people and also from the drone finding that missing person it has given other police forces inspiration to use drones which will help find a lot more missing people in the future (Mayor of London 2021). Drones are also effective because only one person has to be trained to use them this is effective because it cost efficient for the police service which could replace helicopters in the future with technology getting more advances every day (Dorset Police 2020). Police drones have also been allowed to go over airports since 2020(Department of Transport 2020), this is a positive because it allows the police unit to expand the areas, they are allowed to use the drones which leads to more arrests being made in the future (Department of Transport 2020). This can also be a negative because human error can happen which could lead to an incident in the airport happening, and also drones cannot fly in high winds so if they went over the airport and high winds started happening this could lead to people getting injured from the drone not being able to stay in control (Department of transport 2019).

Police electronic notebooks has been used in the police over recent years to make their lives easier in all scenarios. It is an electronic device that the police officer use as a phone to keep track of day-to-day tasks and use for evidence if needed (Home Office 2020). This technology has increased the morale of police officers making them do their job better this is because it is easier for the police officers to use this device to write down evidence than going to a station to do it all on paper (Police Scotland 2020). Since the roll out of the electronic notebooks it has saved over 444,496 hours of police time which is very effective for the police because they can keep all their focus on their job and not have to use all their time doing paperwork instead (Police Scotland 2020). The device has also been effective because it has helped officers to be on the go at all times this device lets them access daily briefing via the electronic device rather than wasting their time going to the station when they can stay out in the community dealing with crimes (Abertay University 2020). The device also has an audio microphone attached in it so if they arrive at a scene and forget to put their body cameras on the device will record all the audio that is happening which can be live changing in some scenarios because that evidence on the electronic device can make or break a case (Home Office 2022). The electronic device is also effective because it protects police officers every day, by the device recording audio it can be used as evidence in court if the officer has been falsely convicted of a crime that they haven’t done (CPS 2018). The electronic device also is effective because it can record details at the scene of an incident and upload them to a live feed this has helped police officer a lot when dealing with incidents because arriving officers have a good idea of what is happening In the incident so they can deal with the incident in the safest manner (Home Office 2017). Electronic devices are not perfected they do have problems with them an example is that the device is prone to hacking which could affect police officers a lot because classified in formation would get leaked out from the device (CPS 2019).

In conclusion technology in the police is being upgraded every day and new products are being introduced to the police to help them be more effective and efficient at their job to make every officer's morale increase and have a positive effect on the communities in the UK (Home Office 2021).
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