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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area, that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

One of the fundamental pieces of legislation used to safeguard and protect children and young people is the Children Act (1989) (CA). The CA (1989) was developed and amended in 2004. These changes placed a responsibility on all people working with children and young people to safeguard children and promote their welfare. 

The Local Authority (LA) under s.17 of (CA) has a duty to ‘safeguard and promote the welfare of children’ whilst supporting children to be cared for by their families. The CA (1989) safeguards children to ensure they are protected from any abuse with their welfare being paramount throughout the process. The principles highlighted within the CA (1989) is that LA must try to keep families together where possible, paying particular attention to children being brought up within their own families (Allen, 2019).This is relevant to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) ‘a child has the right to a family’. UNCRC is the foundation for policies relating to adults and children in Wales (Welsh Government, 2019). When reviewing or amending a policy the Government has a duty to have due regard to the UNCRC as highlighted within The Rights of Children and Young Persons Measure (2011). The UNCRC and the CA are legislative documents that accompany together requiring professionals to work within this legislative framework. 

The Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) (SSWBA) provides the legal framework in Wales to safeguard adults and children. Part 7 of the SSWBA (2014) provides statutory guidance that covers the protection of adults and children such as the ‘Working together to safeguard people’ (2021). 

The National Independent Safeguarding Board (NISB) was introduced by the SSWBA (2014) which included six regional safeguarding boards. The boards provide reports and advice on how safeguarding people, whilst making recommendations on how practitioners can improve their practice (Welsh Government, 2016). According to Lambing (2009) the board’s main focus is to protect and prevent risk of abuse, neglect or other forms of harm. They have a responsibility to implement the All Wales Child Protection Procedure (2008) to provide guidance for practitioners working with children and young people. 

A social worker has a duty to assess if a child is in need of care and support under part 3 s.21 of the SSWBA (2014). The SSWBA (2014) revokes the definition within the CA (1989) S.17 ‘a child in need’ to a ‘child at risk’. The LA safeguarding board have a legal duty to investigate any concerns raised. The initial assessment will be to determine if the child is at immediate risk of danger’. If the LA have reasonable cause to suspect a child is at risk then a S.47 of the CA(1989) will be initiated. Pending on the outcome of the investigations there may be no further action or the chid may be eligible to receive a service under s.54 of the SSWBA (2014). As part of the S.47 investigations other agencies are required to assist with the investigation as stated in part 9 of the SSWBA (2014) and the ‘Together to safeguard Children’ scheme (Welsh Government, 2016) that there is a need for collaborative working. In Wales, if a child conference is needed then this will take place 15 days from the start of the assessment where child protection plan will be completed.  
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Adult and Child safeguarding legislations are different. Adult safeguarding is underpinned by the SSWBA (2014) and the Mental Capacity Act (MCA) (2005). While Child safeguarding is underpinned by SSWBA (2014) as well as the Children Act 1898 & 2004. 

The MCA states that an adult should not doubt an adult’s mental capacity, unless there is evidence to suggest otherwise. The MCA is applicable to anyone ages 16 years and above. In comparison the CA (1989) (2004) refers to a child as someone under 18 years old. This means that there is an overlap between the MCA and the CA which can cause possible dilemmas when safeguarding children. 

The MCA (2005) states that’s adults ‘should not be treated as unable to make a decision merely because they make unwise decisions’. If an adult is deemed to lack mental capacity to make an informed decision then the individual will be subject to a Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards. These safeguards are in place to protect the individual placing a responsibility on professions or their Power of Attorney to make decisions on their best interests. 

A parent would have parental responsibility, which means that they will need to make decisions on behalf of their child. The Local Authority has a legal duty as part of the  CA (1989) &(2004) to protect and safeguard a child if they are unable to make informed decisions for themselves. The UNCRC (2006) states that the child has a ‘right to express their own views freely in all matters affecting them’, however should the LA feel that the child is at risk of significant harm  then these feelings may be compromised which could lead to a s.38 CA (1989) (2004) interim care order. 

Professions would use the Gillick competency when working with a child under the age of 16 but are believed to have enough intelligence, competence and understanding to make decisions themselves. (NHS, 2023). This is usually used when a child needs medical intervention however it is not limited to this. 

There are many differences between adults and children safeguarding however the main difference if that an adult has the right to take risks should they have capacity and decline professions advice. The CA (1989) states that ‘ a child’s welfare is paramount ‘ and a  child is considered to be at risk   should they lack the understanding to make decisions for themselves therefore the LA has a duty t protect and safeguard the child.   
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