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Respecting the Voice of The Child.
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Article 3.
Professionals making decision for children should ensure they have the child’s best interest as their focus (UNICEF, no date). 
Children should be given the freedom to make their own decisions and choices where appropriate. By Allowing a child to make their own decisions, professionals are supporting best practice, meeting the every child matters outcomes  and achieving the child’s rights as set out by the UNCRC (Early Years Matters, 2019).
In England, The Early Years foundation stage promotes partnership between parents and professionals. It is important to work with parents and keep them informed and updated with their child’s progress, to share observations made either at home or school and to offer support to parents so that they can continue to encourage their child’s development when home (Teaching Times, 2008-2019).
New Curriculum: Education in Wales is changing. As of September 2022, schools will have a new curriculum which will improve the support that is given to children, focusing on a child’s mental and physical wellbeing, so that they are happy to learn whilst at school and have coping strategies for the demands of life  (Welsh Government, no date).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child (UNCRC) is an international legal agreement consisting of 54 articles, these articles set out the child’s civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights.   Governments that have signed up to the convention are required to meet the child’s basic needs and help them reach their potential. The agreement is applicable to every child regardless of their abilities, beliefs or race (Save The Children, 2019). 
The UK Government signed up to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1991, and in 2004, the UNCRC was the foundation for all policies that where written for children by the Welsh Assembly Government (ChildComWales.org, 2014).
The Rights of Children and the UNCRC are respected and protected in Welsh law under the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. The measure ensures that Ministers respect the UNCRC when they review or update legislation and policies (Welsh Government, 2019).
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Articles 5.
Respect the rights and responsibilities of parents to provide guidance to their child as they grow up (UNICEF, no date).
Parents have the fundamental right to guide their child as they grow, it is important that parents are supported by professionals and that their legal authority to make decisions for the child are respected, including decisions in regards to the education  they receive (American College of Paediatricians, 2019). 
Schools should work together with parents in order to plan for the child’s individual needs. Professionals can offer support to parents so that they have the knowledge to further support their child’s development whilst at home (Early Years Alliance, 2003-2019).
Support should be given to parents that will have a positive effect on their parenting skills. This support will provide parents with the knowledge to manage behaviour  more effectively and strengthen the childs social skills along with self-esteem and self-discipline. It will also improve the relationship between parents and their children and increase confidence in the parents so that they are more equipped to support their child with any issues or concerns that may arise in the future (Flying Start, 2017).
 
 enhance positive parenting skills to manage behaviour more effectively and promote children's social skills, self-esteem and self-discipline;  improve parent-child relationships and parent-parent relationships;  develop positive attitudes, aspiration and resilience;  strengthen parents' understanding of child development and foster their ability to be more responsive to the needs of their children to promote their social, emotional and cognitive development and well-being;  increase  parents' confidence in their parenting role; and  increase parents' confidence and skills in providing a positive home learning environment and supporting their child with their learning.













Article 12. 
Children should be allowed to express their feelings and opinions towards matters that involve them, with professionals respecting these views (UNICEF, No date).
A Child should have a voice within planning and meetings, this will help build the child’s self-esteem and will help them to feel important and that their feelings and opinions are valued and taken seriously (Early Years Matters, 2019).
It is important that Children be given the freedom to express their views confidently, knowing professionals are listening and taking interest in these opinions and views (UNICEF, No date).
It is fundamental to have an enjoyable learning experience in place that is challenging but suitable for the child’s stage of development., by doing so children will be confidence to express their views independently (The Department of education, 2017).
Children  should be supported whilst going through a bereavement, reading stories that explain bereavement, the use of puppets and dolls as a medium to express how a child is feeling and circle time where children are given time to talk about their emotions are some suggestions (Early Years Careers, 2019). 
Early years practitioners  should ensure they get to know the child, including their likes and dislikes, concerns and their ambitions for the future. Any Progress the child makes from first needing support to receiving the help they need should be documented together with the young person’s feelings and views. It is  also important to  liaise with professionals who have further information on the child’s situation. By involving the child in planning you are setting the foundations for a more successful outcome for the child (Bath and North East Somerset Council, No Date).





Article 16.
All children have the right to privacy and the Law should ensure they protect these rights including that of the child’s family (UNICEF, no date).
As set out by GDPR, Children have the right to know how their data is being stored and by whom and for what reason. They also have the right to have copies of this confidential information and to have the information deleted if they wish (Information Commissioners Office, No Date).
Schools have a responsibility to support and promote a child’s emotional and mental wellbeing. By respecting the child’s opinions, you will be building trust with the child so that they are confident to express their concerns, knowing that their information will be kept confidential. Building trust from a young age will help the child progress through life knowing that they are safe to talk about issues they may be facing with the confidence that this information will be stored safely and remain confidential (Solihull School, no date).











Article 31.
All Children have the right to play, relax and take part in cultural activities (UNICEF, No date).
It is fundamental that children be given opportunity to play and relax how they choose, this could be by participating in sports, watching television, or any activity they wish to undertake. By supporting and promoting the child’s right to play and relax, professionals are ensuring the child’s happiness and wellbeing remain  paramount (CYCPS, 2019).
Children who are given opportunity to play are expanding their skills such as language, creativity and social skills. It also encourages imagination whilst giving the child a sense of adventure. All of which help set the foundations for fundamental life skills that a child will take into adulthood, these include problem solving and  the ability to work together with others.
Children should be encouraged to play using a range of activities. Sand and water play can be an introduction to science; playdough and dressing up can aid a child’s imagination and ability to express feelings; building blocks and jigsaws can develop logical thinking whilst sports and outdoor activities improve strength and mixing with others (Family lives, 2018).
During 2002, Welsh Government worked together with stakeholder organisations to create a Play Policy and in 2006 the Play Policy Implementation Plan, both of which provide details on the Governments vision for Play. The Welsh Government recognised that in order to provide excellent play opportunities for children, Local authorities and professionals must work together to achieve these visions (Welsh Government, 2014). 


