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	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

Aim 
To critically analyse the effectiveness of the UK Border Force in preventing illegal entry into the United Kingdom.

Objectives
· To evaluate current UK Border Force policies, procedures, and enforcement strategies aimed at preventing illegal entry by comparing this approach used in Australia, and Poland. 

· To assess public perceptions of border control effectiveness and confidence in national border security. 

· To recommend evidence-based strategies for improving the effectiveness of border control within the UK.   



	[bookmark: _Hlk241847141]THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

Under policies set by the UK Government and Home Office, Border Force is responsible for managing who and what enters the UK. Border Force operates at airports, seaports and international rail stations, using physical checks, databases and technology such as e-gates to identify potential risks and manage entry into the country (Home Office, 2023).

Since the UK left the European Union, there have been significant changes to border control. The end of free movement and the introduction of new visa and immigration systems have created changes to the way the UK manages its borders. Border Force must continue to maintain security while managing these changes.

Daily border-control procedures include identity checks, visa verification and risk assessment. Where a potential risk or concern is identified, officers may deny or delay entry while further checks are completed. These procedures aim to maintain security at the border, although their effectiveness remains debated (Bosworth and Guild, 2008).

Control of the UK’s borders remains an important and widely discussed topic. Some argue that strict border controls are necessary to maintain security and public safety (Home Office, 2023). However, research suggests that stricter controls may not always prevent irregular migration and could instead encourage the use of alternative or more dangerous routes (Pickering and Weber, 2014). This suggests that border controls may sometimes change migration routes rather than prevent irregular entry completely.

Public opinion is also important when considering border-control effectiveness. People’s views can be influenced by social media, news coverage and statements from governments and political parties (Bradford et al., 2014). Media coverage of issues such as small-boat crossings can influence how effective the public believes border control to be. Research from the University of Birmingham (2023) also highlights the relationship between reporting on border-control operations and public confidence.

A comparison between the UK, Australia and Poland will provide a wider understanding of different approaches to border control. Australia uses Operation Sovereign Borders, which includes maritime interception and measures to prevent unauthorised maritime arrivals (Australian Government, 2023). Poland provides a different comparison because of its position on the EU’s external border and the different migration pressures it faces (Eurostat, 2024).

The UK recorded 36,816 small-boat arrivals in 2024, demonstrating the continuing relevance of irregular migration and border control (Home Office, 2025). Comparing the UK with Australia and Poland will allow different border-control approaches to be considered while recognising that each country has different geographical and migration circumstances.

Overall, this research will examine the effectiveness of current UK border control by considering its procedures, public perceptions and approaches used in Australia and Poland.  


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

This research will use a mixed-method online survey to collect both quantitative and qualitative data. The survey will include closed questions, such as multiple-choice and Likert-scale questions, to gather numerical data on public perceptions of border control effectiveness. Open-ended questions will also be included to allow respondents to explain their views in more detail, allowing for qualitative data to be gathered. 

The online survey method allows data to be collected efficiently from participants in the UK, Poland, and Australia. This approach provides a balance between measurable data and in-depth responses, supporting a comparative analysis of border control effectiveness. 







	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The research will use a public sampling approach to gather a range of perspectives on border control effectiveness. Participants will be adults aged 18 and over from the UK, Poland, and Australia. The survey will be distributed online using social media and personal networks to reach respondents in each country. This approach allows for accessible and voluntary participation while capturing public perceptions of border control and national security.
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