The more | have learnt about Astrology and Cultural Astronomy, the more | enjoy the history
of the constellations. | would like to look further into the ethnohistory and astromythology
relating the constellation The Pleiades.

Working Title
The Pleiades: Commonalities of astromythology in geographically, socially and historically isolated
cultures.

Why

The Pleiades is a constellation that is recognised by many ancient cultures, first appearing in Chinese
literature in 2357 BC." Schaefer (2006, pp. 100) attributes naming rights of The Pleiades to the
ancient Sumerians, whose constellation was ultimately adopted by the Greeks, and transmitted into
western culture.? Recognised, and often commented on by authors, are perceived similarities between
myths of differing cultures, separated geographically, socially and historically.®

To my knowledge, despite the prolific commentary as to worldwide astromythological similarities,
there appears to be no comparative study of these commonalities concerning the astromythology
relating to The Pleiades from geographically, socially and historically disconnected cultures.*

Context

Recognition and anthropomorphic interpretation of the constellations is ubiquitous throughout the
world’s cultures. Mythology relating to the constellation of The Pleiades is evident in many ancient
socially and geographically isolated cultures including (but not limited to) the Maya of South
American, North American Indian culture (Iroquois Nation), and the Australian Aboriginals.® Authors
have long commented on commonalities existing between geographically, socially and historically
isolated myths, and superficially there appears to be thematic similarities between myths of different
origins, but detailed analysis has not been undertaken.® A large number of myths associated with The
Pleiades are dominated by the relation of The Pleiades to the constellation of Orion (who is regularly
cast as hunting or chasing the constellation), or become the focus of creations myths (i.e. Mayan), and
others signal renewal and agriculture.” In Greek mythology, The Pleiades are mentioned as
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navigational aids (due to their helical rising in the month of May), and as a result of their helical
rising, have been considered “watchers” and timekeepers in many cultures.® It has been argued that
two versions of the zodiac may have been developed: the first for ritual purposes, the second more
rustic version for farming purposes.® Other myths, such as the ethnoastronomy of ancient
Mesopotamia and Sumerian civilisations, are believed to be dovetailed with practical calendar
timings, for activities such as farming and the coming of the rains.*

An obvious comparison includes the repeating number of seven (a conclusion due to the number of
stars that can be seen easily with the naked eye, excepting of course the Japanese constellation
labelled Subaru), overwhelmingly the constellation is viewed as female, and when in association with
the constellation of Orion, Orion is the hunter or chasing The Pleiades.* There will be no doubt
more similarities and differences elucidated as different astromyths are analysed.

How

The intended methodology will be a literature based research concerning the astromythology of
different cultures relating to The Pleiades. Literature will be sourced using such academic databases
as JSTOR, review of original research (i.e. Andrews 2018), and primary sources [such as Hesiod
(Work and Days)] as appropriate.

Myths from varying geographical locations (i.e. North and South American, Chinese, Indian,
Australian Aboriginal, Greek) will be sourced to provide a worldwide representation of
astromythology that relates to The Pleiades.” Thematic variables will be catalogued and statistical
analysis C(l)snducted to determine if the commonalities of differing astromythologies are real or
imagined.

As a secondary aim, if time permits, | would like to conduct a further evaluation on selected myths
comparing them to modern astronomical findings.™
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