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Introduction 

As the world strives to reduce global warming and climate change, protect species, and support billions of people, undeniably, trees will play a significant role in the solution. But deforestation—the systematic killing of trees—continues, abandoning the long-term advantages of standing trees for immediate gain. (Nunez, 2019) The Amazon rainforest absorbs one-fourth of all CO2 absorbed by land on the planet. However, due to deforestation, the quantity absorbed now is 30% lower than in the 1990s. (National Geographic, 2022) Over half of the world's deforestation is caused by combined human activities such as farming, grazing cattle, mining, and drilling. The remaining percentage is accounted for by forest management practices, wildfires, and, to a smaller extent, urbanisation. (Nunez, 2019) Unfortunately, deforestation has a worldwide impact on environmental sustainability, with emerging nations bearing the burden. Global warming, floods, climate change, and water and air pollution are all consequences of deforestation. To address this, sustainability is vital for many reasons, including increasing the quality of our lives, safeguarding the environment, and preserving natural resources for future generations. (Oladipo, 2015)

In 2015, the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals were signed by the UK and 192 other countries (SDGs). One of these big goals is to solve poverty, reduce inequality, and deal with climate change by 2030. Countries have agreed to emphasise improvement for those who are the most disadvantaged. (United Nations, 2022)

This report will provide a concise overview of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and a thorough overview of three SDGs: Goal 3, Goal 4, and Goal 17. This report will critically examine the current state of health, wellness, and sustainable development within the existing healthcare sectors in the UK. The report will concentrate on the London borough of Bexley and the UK policies and initiatives that contribute to the three SDGs. The report will then examine local policies to achieve the three SDGs. It will assess the status and critically analyse how the London borough of Bexley has benefitted from the SDGs. The report will also include recommendations and will culminate with a conclusion.










A concise analysis of each of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals

Sustainable development meets present needs without sacrificing the capability of future generations to fulfil their own needs. It is the fundamental idea underpinning planning and essential to the nation's economic, environmental, and social success. Sustainable development minimises adverse environmental impacts while maximising social and economic benefits. The result that should be achieved is a state of society in which living conditions and resources are utilised to continue to fulfil human needs without compromising the health and stability of the natural system (UK Parliament, 2011)
In 2015, 193 UN member states agreed to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the UN Sustainable Development Summit. It is an ambitious, internationally agreed-upon plan that offers a standard blueprint for people and the planet's peace and prosperity today and in the future. World leaders agreed to establish a fairer, more prosperous, and sustainable world. The 2030 Agenda incorporates economic, social, and environmentally sustainable development and is closely related to other global and regional frameworks, such as the Paris Agreement on Climate Change and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, which offers a new framework for funding the SDGs. (Bond, 2022) The 17 Sustainable Development Goals are at the centre of it (also known as the Global Goals or SDGs). (United Nations, 2022) (See Table Figure 1).  
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The Sustainable Development Goals are based on 169 targets that deal with many problems developed and developing countries face. Poverty, inequality, climate change, societies that welcome everyone, and access to health care and education are all connected to these problems. One of the essential parts of the Goals is the promise to "Leave No One Behind," which means making sure that development progress reaches the most vulnerable and left-out groups. The SDGs apply to all countries, and everyone has a part to play in helping them get done. (World Commission on Environment and Development, 2019) 
Annually, the UN Secretary-General releases the yearly SDG Progress report, which is generated in collaboration with the UN System and is based on the global indicator framework, data supplied by national statistics systems, and regional information. Furthermore, the Global Sustainable Development Report is published every four years to inform the General Assembly's quadrennial SDG review debates. The Secretary-General appoints an Independent Group of Scientists to write it. (United Nations, 2022)

In brief, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are as follows. 
(United Nations Development Programme, 2015) (United Nations, 2022) (The Global Goals, 2022)

Goal 1: No poverty
Over 700 million people live in severe poverty or 10% of the world's population. The SDGs are a bold pledge to end all forms of poverty by 2030. This involves targeting the most disadvantaged, providing essential supplies and services, and assisting communities impacted by war and climate change.

Goal 2: Zero Hunger
Hunger and malnutrition restrict development in many countries. Environmental deterioration, drought, and biodiversity loss are frequently blamed for 821 million chronically undernourished people in 2017. The SDGs seek to abolish hunger and malnutrition by 2030, ensuring all people, particularly children, have enough food year-round.

Goal 3: Good Health and Well-being
A crucial part of sustainable development is ensuring people are healthy and happy at all ages. The 2030 Agenda highlights how complex and intertwined health and sustainable development are. It considers economic and social inequalities, rising urbanisation, climatic and environmental concerns, HIV and other infectious illnesses, and non-communicable diseases. 

Goal 4: Quality Education 
Ensuring accessible and high-quality education for everyone reinforces the conviction that education is among the most robust and reliable engines for long-term development. By 2030, this goal will ensure that all girls and boys get a free primary and secondary education.

Goal 5: Gender Equality
Empower women and girls through achieving gender equality.
Preventing discrimination against women and girls is a human right and essential for a sustainable future; empowering women and girls boosts economic growth and development.
The 2030 Agenda is global, transformational, and rights-based.

Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation 
One in three people worldwide can't get clean water to drink, two out of five people can't wash their hands with soap and water, and more than 673 million people still go to the bathroom in the open. The goal for 2030 is to ensure everyone has access to safe, inexpensive drinking water and well-run sanitation services.

Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy 
As the world's population grows, so will the need for inexpensive energy, and an economy based on fossil fuels is causing dramatic climate change. With positive indicators that energy is becoming more sustainable and broadly accessible, the globe is progressing toward Goal 7. Expanding infrastructure and updating technologies in all nations to supply clean and efficient energy would boost GDP and improve the environment.

Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
Economic development that is both sustainable and inclusive can propel progress, generate suitable employment for everybody, and raise living standards. This SDG advocate for inclusive and sustainable economic development, job creation, and decent work for everyone.

Goal 9: Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure
Every thriving community is built on a functional and robust infrastructure. Industries and infrastructure must be modernised to meet future challenges. The goal is to promote breakthrough sustainable technologies while ensuring equitable and universal access to information and financial markets. This will provide wealth, generate employment, and ensure that nations worldwide are stable and affluent.

Goal 10: Reduces Inequalities 
A small minority owns a significant portion of the world's wealth—economic and social discrimination result. Everyone must have equality and prosperity for societies to grow, regardless of gender, ethnicity, religion, or financial background. Everybody prospers when everyone is self-sufficient.

Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
Cities are populated. By 2050, 6.5 billion people will be urban. Sustainable growth requires rethinking how people design and govern cities. Sustainable cities provide job and commercial possibilities, affordable housing, and resilient communities and economies. It includes public transit investments, green public areas, and participatory and inclusive urban planning and administration.

Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
The SDG aims to halve the per capita amount of global food waste at the retailer and consumer levels by 2030. This can help improve food security and shift us towards a more resource-efficient economy.

Goal 13: Climate Action
Climate change affects every nation. GreenHouse Gas emissions are 50% more than it was in 1990. Global warming is causing long-term climatic impacts that might be irreversible if nothing is done. Supporting vulnerable places impacts Goal 13 and other SDGs. These activities must be taken with efforts to integrate disaster risk reduction, sustainable natural resource management, and human security in national development plans.

Goal 14: Life Below Water
Oceans absorb 30% of human-produced carbon dioxide, and ocean acidification has risen 26% since the industrial revolution. 13,000 pieces of plastic trash are detected on every square kilometre of the ocean due to land-based pollution. The SDGs seek to safeguard marine and coastal ecosystems from pollution and solve ocean acidification. International legislation would also assist in enhancing the protection and sustainable use of ocean resources.


Goal 15: Life on Land
Every year, 13 million hectares of forests are destroyed, and 3.6 billion hectares of drylands are decertified, hurting disadvantaged populations disproportionately.



Action is needed to protect natural ecosystems and biodiversity, which are part of our shared heritage and support global food and water security, climate change mitigation and adaptation, and peace and security.

Goal 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions
The SDGs seek to eliminate war and instability and decrease all kinds of violence. Promoting the rule of law and human rights, lowering illegal armaments, and enhancing developing country involvement in global governance institutions are crucial to this process.

Goal 17: Partnership for Goals
Only global alliances and collaboration can achieve the SDGs.
A successful development strategy demands inclusive partnerships centred on principles and values, a common vision, and shared objectives that put people and the earth at the centre.


An in-depth overview of the three SDGs (goals 3, 4, 17)

Goal 3. Good Health and Well-being
Ensure healthy lifestyles and promote well-being for all ages. This is one of the United Nations' 17 Sustainable Development Goals introduced in 2015. (United Nations, 2022) According to data, 2.4 million children perished in the first month of life in 2019 - over 6,700 neonatal fatalities each day - with almost one-third of all neonatal deaths happening during the first day after delivery and nearly three-quarters occurring within the first week of life. (UNICEF, 2018) (See figure 2)

Figure 2.
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(Data source: UNICEF, 2018)

Health is a fundamental human right and an essential measure of long-term growth. Poor health jeopardises children's educational rights, restricts economic prospects for men and women, and promotes poverty in communities and nations across the globe. Health is influenced by poverty and is directly linked to other areas of sustainable development, such as water and sanitation, gender equality, climate change, and peace and stability. (United Nations Development Programme, 2015) COVID-19 is a worldwide threat that has shown the crucial necessity for preparation. The UN Development Programme showed significant variations in nations' ability to deal with and recover from COVID-19. The pandemic is a tipping point for public health emergency preparation and investment in critical 21st-century public services. (United Nations, 2022)
SDG 3 targets are as follows: (See Table figure. 3)

Table figure 3
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Goal 4. QUALITY EDUCATION
SDG 4's full name is "Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote opportunities for all to learn for life." International development courses have emphasised "Education for All" since 1990. It was an early Sustainable Development Goal (SDG). SDG 4 aspires to provide children and young people with high-quality education and easy access to additional learning opportunities. The achievement of universal numeracy and literacy is one of its goals. A critical component of gaining information and essential abilities in the educational environment. (Lane, 2017) Education is vital to attaining social mobility and escaping poverty. Educational opportunities and school enrollment rates have risen during the last decade, particularly among girls. In 2018, 260 million children were absent from school, accounting for almost one-fifth of the world's population in that age group. Over half of children and adolescents worldwide do not meet reading and numeracy criteria. (United Nations Development Programme, 2015)
As the COVID-19 virus grew in 2020, most countries stopped schools, impacting 91% of the world's youngsters. By April 2020, 1.6 billion children would be out of school. 369 million school-aged children must find alternate sources of nutrition. That have never been so many children absent from school simultaneously, affecting learning and lives, especially among the most disadvantaged and marginalised. The global epidemic may jeopardise international education development. (United Nations, 2022)
(See Figure 5)





The targets are as follows: 
(The Global Goals, 2022)
Figure 5.
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Goal 17. Partnership for Goals
Official wording "Revitalise the global partnership for sustainable development."
Goal 17 is about "joint efforts to achieve the objectives" One of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals created by the United Nations in 2015. (United Nations, 2022) It is simply about deepening and simplifying collaboration between developed and developing nations. The SDGs serve as a common framework and shared vision for outlining that joint path ahead. (Pierce, 2018) The goal has 17 goals that must be met by 2030, divided into five categories: money, technology, capacity development, trade, and systemic challenges. Twenty-five indicators will be used to track progress toward goals. SDG 17 refers to cross-sector and cross-national collaboration to achieve all the goals by 2030.  (Pierce, 2018)














SDG 17 consists of 19 targets and 24 indicators. All the targets are listed below:
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(The Global Goals, 2022)

Introduction of London borough of Bexley 
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Geography
The London Borough of Bexley is a southeast London borough that is part of Outer London. Its population is 248,287 people. Under the London Government Act 1963, the London Borough of Bexley was founded in 1965 from the Municipal Boroughs of Bexley and Erith, Crayford Urban District, and a portion of Chislehurst and Sidcup Urban District. (London Borough of Bexley, 2019) 

It is located inside the Thames Gateway, a national target for urban revitalisation. The borough extends from the Thames to Kent in the south, covering 23 square miles. (Greater London Authority, 2015) Despite having a lot of development, the borough is one of the greenest in London because of its more than 100 parks and woodlands.
Regarding reported crime, Bexley has just been named the second-safest borough in London. The local government watchdog, the Audit Commission, gave the borough an "outstanding" rating and noted that residents are delighted. Only 26 local councils in England have received this ranking, including this one. (Greater London Authority, 2015)

Demographics 
Bexley is a booming borough, with a population of 264,497 by 2030 and 296,361 by 2050. It is the 12th least populated borough in London, with fewer residents than our neighbouring boroughs, and the 11th least populated borough in London for residents moving in and out of the borough internationally. (London Borough of Bexley, 2019) 
Bexley's population is ageing, with more females (57%) than males (43%) reaching retirement age. Bexley's over-65 population is predicted to have grown from 37,506 in 2011 to 40,620 in 2017. This is expected to rise to 50,912 by 2030, representing a 25.3% increase in the elderly population. This rise is expected to be faster among people aged 85 and above. Bexley has a higher life expectancy at birth than many other locations in the UK. 
Bexley is a varied borough with an expanding ethnic minority population that will continue to grow in pace with neighbouring boroughs and the rest of London. In 2021, 24.3% of our people were Black and Asian Multi-Ethnic, which is expected to climb to 30.6% by 2050. (JSNA Bexley, 2022)
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Governance 
Bexleyheath is the borough's administrative headquarters.
Bexley Council is divided into 17 wards.  Each elects two or three members, for a total of 45 councillors. In the 2018 election, 34 Conservative and 11 Labour councillors were elected, giving the Conservatives control of the Council. One Labour councillor has become an Independent since the 2018 election. The wards below:
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Policies and projects in the UK have been highlighted to help achieve the three SDGs

The United Kingdom is dedicated to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 
And was at the forefront of negotiating and implementing the SDGs. The United Kingdom worked hard to ensure that the SDGs complement the continuation of work begun under the MDGs. In June 2019, the UK Government released a Voluntary National Review detailing the UK's progress toward achieving the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. (GOV.UK, 2021) 
Some of how the government assists in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals are listed below.

Goal 3 
Policies and Acts
· The 2014 and 2022 Health and Care Act established new legislative measures to make it easier for health and care organisations to offer coordinated care for those who rely on several providers. 
· In the United Kingdom, occupational health and safety are governed under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974. 
· In June 2019, the UK Government released a Voluntary National Review detailing the UK's progress toward achieving the 17 Sustainable Development Goals.
· Climate Change act 2015 The United Kingdom became the first large economy to enact a net-zero-emissions regulation. (GOV.UK, 2021)

Goal 4
The UK government has a broad legislative framework, policy and responsibility that is the foundation. Education governance and Important delivery elements include: guaranteeing the extension of excellent schools, providing three million new apprenticeships, and improving the higher education system; and guaranteeing the development of good schools, providing three million further training, and improving the higher education system.
· Early years
· Schools
· Education act 
· The Higher Education and Research Act of 2017 sought to create a new regulatory framework for higher education, increase competitiveness and student choice, and improve research. (Department for international development, 2017)

Goal 17
The United Kingdom is committed to fulfilling the UN objective of spending 0.7% of GDP on foreign development. The UK will continue to open all of its markets to the world's poorest nations, giving trade opportunities to those most need them. The Department for International Development (DFID) will collaborate closely with DFID to strengthen the UK's commercial partnerships with developing nations. The United Kingdom will lead the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data in mobilising and coordinating the institutions and activities necessary to enable data to play its full role in attaining the Goals. Through our work at the World Trade Organization, we promote a universal, open, and multilateral trading system and encourage partnerships between the UK and least developed countries to address trade obstacles. (Department for international development, 2017)


Local policies (Bexley, London) identified to fulfil the three SDGs and A comprehensive Analysis and Review of the Status of the London Borough of Bexley in Meeting the Three Sustainable Development Goals

Bexley's SCS strives to produce a "strong, sustainable, and integrated community." • Building safer and stronger communities; encouraging economic growth and the environment; and strengthening children and youth services.
The PHOF provides a high-level overview of health indicators and more significant health factors that local authorities and the health system may use to compare themselves with similar areas and across time. (Bexley Core Strategy, 2012)
Healthier Southeast London (OHSEL)
Care networks (PCNs)
Plan commissioning
The Council is responsible for monitoring the availability and demand for school spaces and planning for expansion. Demand increases mean all local authorities face unprecedented difficulties in achieving this. These papers outline the Council's approach to planning for normal and SEN school seats over the next two to three years.
Core Strategy (adopted 22 February 2012)
The Core Strategy outlines the Council's long-term goal for the borough's growth. Its goal is to help build a strong, sustainable, and cohesive community.
CS01 Policy Achieving Sustainable Development
The Council will strive for sustainable development following the vision outlined in Bexley's Sustainable Community Strategy, to provide people with equal access to a better quality of life, safeguard the environment, promote the local economy, and encourage a healthy and active lifestyle. (London Borough of Bexley, 2019) (JSNA Bexley, 2022) 

Recommendations

Local authorities are the closest to knowing their inhabitants' concerns and needs, hence most suited to create policies, make choices, and carry out initiatives.
· Increasing human resource capacity
To perform their tasks efficiently and effectively, municipal administrations need human resources with the necessary skills and competencies.
· Increase the speed with which council decisions making
Because community groups do not always convey ideas properly, councils cannot share and support them.
· Make more democratic decisions.
One of the things I was driven to accomplish in this tight organisation was democratising it.
· Gather people together
Turning one people's enthusiasm into a business model may be challenging, but municipalities could do more to accelerate this process.
Finally, councils that adopt the SDGs should track and report on their performance to ensure that objectives are fulfilled, share learnings for future work, and keep themselves responsible.

Conclusion 

In a situation where nature-society imbalances may endanger economic and social stability, sustainable development is primarily concerned with people, their well-being, and equality in their interactions. This is because sustainable development centres on people. In conclusion, it is possible to state that sustainable development results in stability in the demands placed on the environment. This ensures that subsequent generations will access the resources for their own needs. The practice of sustainable development is a fantastic tool for preserving the resources supplied by the natural world.
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