Discussion of the nature & direction of chosen discipline & its relationship within the wider range of humanities. (2,000 words)

My chosen discipline is history, with my interest focused majorly on the medieval period and minorly in early modern period. The medieval period started in 476 A.D. after the fall of the Roman Empire and ended in approximately 1517 with the start of the Protestant reformation [1]. The early modern period has a largely debated end and start period, but the most widely accepted start date is around 1500 and the end date between roughly 1780 and 1800 [2].
In the UK, while plenty of universities offer medieval history at bachelor's level, the number is significantly lower than the number of UK universities that offer ancient history at bachelors. Perhaps this is because ancient history covers a longer period of time, almost 4,000 years, than medieval history which only covers a little over 1,000 years and is typically restricted to Europe.  A lot of the universities that do offer medieval history combine it with either modern history or ancient history. For example, both Bangor University [3] and the University of Chichester [4] offer Medieval History and Early Modern History, and their modules are also focused on similar themes and topics like the Tudors and the Crusades and look at periods like the Victorian era and the Renaissance, which are post medieval, and gives their courses the freedom to expand on the material given to the after effects of the medieval period, giving a wider context to what is taught. Universities like Swansea University [5] offer Medieval History and Ancient History, with modules focused on how Roman rule and Ancient Greece influenced Britain, which is great for understanding how the medieval world in Britain came to look the way it ended up looking.
The field of medieval history has many directions it’s heading in and recent projects that reflect this, but one that I’m particularly impressed by is the Deep Mapping Estate Archives Project at the RCAHMW [6], which allows digital layering on a map of the UK with information regarding what a map of the land from a given period might have looked like, including names, borders, notable places, and who owned what. I think this resource is invaluable as a source for, obviously, topographic and geographic historical information, but also for anything that can be inferred from it, like how monarchies or leaders of smaller areas changing could have impacted borders and what was needed by citizens causing them to sell or buy land.
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