Ptolemy, son of Lagus.
Born in 367BC[footnoteRef:1] to Lagus and Arsinoë, Ptolemy would become the eponymous founder of the Ptolemaic dynasty. His early years in Macedonia are obscured by conflicting ancient accounts, however as Ellis proves piecing together an entirely plausible background for this figure is not impossible[footnoteRef:2]. At first one must examine the question of the patrilineage of Ptolemy and whilst it may be uncomplicated to disregard the claim that he was one of Phillip of Macedon’s bastard sons through Arsinoë (thus making him half-brother to Alexander himself) as later Ptolemaic propaganda, this is a trope that one must not be so easily tempted to accept. Ptolemy was by no means as Justin would have us believe ‘ex gregario milite’[footnoteRef:3], despite his nominative father Lagus lacking any high status[footnoteRef:4] Ptolemy almost certainly grew up as one of the Royal Pages[footnoteRef:5]in the court of Phillip. It is this patrilineal lack of distinction or notoriety that leads Ellis to question whether Arsinoë’s marriage to Lagus was one of convenience to hide the truth. I can agree with this argument as although Ptolemy names his firstborn son Lagus[footnoteRef:6] demonstrating to us who he believed his own father was, the rumour that he may be a royal bastard and therefore have Argead blood must have been too good of an opportunity to pass on as it would increase his legitimacy as an independent ruler in the years following Alexander’s death. The first we really see of Ptolemy as a young man is mentioned by Plutarch, who describes the former’s banishment, alongside Harpalus and Nearchus, from Macedonia on the orders of Phillip of Macedon for conducing Alexander to court the daughter of the Satrap of Caria against the King’s wishes[footnoteRef:7]. This brief interlude from the Macedonian court only lasted from the aftermath of the battle of Chaeronea in 338BC[footnoteRef:8] to the ascension of Alexander to the throne in late 336BC[footnoteRef:9]. There is a distinct lack of any sources firmly placing Ptolemy’s whereabouts over the following four years, Arrian places Ptolemy at the battle of Issus[footnoteRef:10] which took place in 333BC but as Ellis remarks Arrian also states that Ptolemy accompanied Alexander on his pilgrimage to Siwa[footnoteRef:11] in the consecutive year. However, as Arrian’s account is based on the now lost histories written by Ptolemy himself, who would have been keen to demonstrate both his earliest interactions with Egypt and his close connection with Alexander. Whatever Ptolemy’s involvement was in Alexander’s initial campaigns into Asia Minor and through to Egypt, Arrian does state that he becomes one of Alexander’s somatophylakes, replacing Demetrius, whom Alexander suspected of being involved with the Philotas’ conspiracy and thus had promptly arrested[footnoteRef:12], therefore we know that by 330BC Ptolemy was amongst Alexander’s inner circle. Ptolemy’s first major command comes in the following year in the campaign against Bessus, however as Ellis argues this is only attested by Arrian and therefore we can assume some exaggeration of the difficulty of the mission. Ultimately Ptolemy succeeded in handing over a restrained Bessus over to Alexander, demonstrating some level of military capability. As we know the great host of Alexander’s army would stay in Sogdiana until the beginning of his Indian campaign in 327BC, yet little is mentioned of Ptolemy in these years bar Arrian stating that he attempted to restrain Alexander as he attacked Clitus[footnoteRef:13]. Ptolemy certainly had more involvement in Alexander’s Indian Campaign appears to have had a significant command during the siege of the rock of Aornos[footnoteRef:14], yet again this is only referred to in Arrian’s Anabasis and thus is coming from Ptolemy’s own histories. Later in the Indus Valley campaign Ptolemy is wounded by a poisonous arrow, only being saved by Alexander knowing the appropriate antidote. Furthermore, this event reaches us through another ancient historian, Curtius[footnoteRef:15], thus demonstrating Ptolemy’s slow rise in importance over the course of this Campaign. At the time of Alexander’s Death in 323BC Ptolemy is in Babylon along with the majority of the Macedonian elite. By this time he has distinguished himself as a capable military leader in the Indian campaign, remained amongst Alexander’s elite advisors in is role as one of his somatophylakes and therefore rightfully assumes the role as one of the key influencers at the agreement of Babylon. This power is demonstrated in the fact that he is awarded the province of Egypt by Perdiccas[footnoteRef:16], as a clear way of moving this strong leader away from the court in Babylon. [1:  Lendering, 2004.]  [2:  Ellis, 1994. Pg.2-3]  [3:  Just. Phil. Hist. 13.4]  [4:  Ellis, 1994. Pg.2: refers to a wisecrack about Ptolemy’s father Lagus’ lack of familial distinction recorded by Plutarch: (Plut. De Cohib. 9)]  [5:  Ellis, 1994. Pg.3]  [6:  Ellis, 1994. Pg. 12]  [7:  Plut. Alex. 10.3]  [8:  Lendering, 2004.]  [9:  Ibid.]  [10:  Arr. Ana. 2.11.8-9]  [11:  Ellis, 1994. Pg.6]  [12:  Arr. Ana. 3.27.5]  [13:  Arr. Ana. 4.8.9]  [14:  Arr. Ana. 4.28.1-30.1]  [15:  Curt. Hist. Alex. 9.8.22]  [16:  Ellis, 1994. Pg.23] 
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