Archaeological Timeline
(British Isles)

Today we are looking at when things happened in the past and how archaeologists date these
things. Please make your own chronological table for the prehistory and history of the British
Isles. This should give absolute (calendrical) dates and also list the key archaeological
periods.

Please mark on the following periods and give the date ranges. Highlight key characteristics
and/or sites for these phases. Mark on Thomsen’s Three Age System.

Palaeolithic
Upper
Middle
Lower

Mesolithic

Neolithic

Early Bronze Age

Late Bronze Age

Iron Age

Roman Britain

Early Medieval (Saxon)
Medieval

Modern



