Reflection of my Welsh Language Development

Although I studied the Welsh language when I was in school and had previously worked in a school prior to starting the PGCE my welsh skills were poor. Before beginning the course I was able to understand, identify and pronounce different welsh terms. Along with this I was able to understand simple sentences but not able to hold a conversation. Throughout the PGCE I worked at enhancing my Welsh Language Development in different environments through many avenues. 
The last time I had studied the welsh language was 8 years ago in secondary school and did not receive much input which resulted in disengaging and losing interest of the language. As a result of this I needed to gain some more knowledge of the welsh language along with a refresh of some phrases.
My journey to improving my welsh language development began in university. The university provided lectures that equipped me with a wide range of knowledge. Previously I had never learnt the welsh alphabet (consonants and vowels) which was taught to us in the first lecture and I believe that this provided a good stepping stone into understanding pronunciation and spelling of words. Following this was a refreshment of the days of the week, months of the year, commands, numbers and dates. This made me realise just how much knowledge I already had and just needed a refreshment and to continue to practice. I however did not realise how dates are used within the welsh language with the use of af and ain at the end of numbers as I had not seen this before in teaching practice. 
The lectures that the university provided gave me the opportunity to further understand pronunciation and spelling of words along with mutations which I also did not know about prior to beginning the course. This helped me to build my confidence moving into PTE in being able to complete welsh lessons and increase my use of incidental welsh. 
When I had some free time I began to use it to further Duolingo my welsh through the use of Duolingo. This was important to me during PTE as I was no longer attending weekly welsh lectures but still needed to enhance my welsh. While using the app I covered areas such as clothing, places of work, past and present tense, commands and animals. Reflecting on my use of the application I feel that I could have spent a lot more time on there as when I did use it, it worked really well in refreshing previous knowledge and allowing me to gain more. 
For the first part of PTE I was placed in a year 4/5 class. Reflecting on my time here I feel that I did not have enough opportunities provided to use the welsh I was already equipped with and to develop further. This was specifically due to the Christmas concert taking up all the time that wasn’t spent on Numeracy, literacy or topic work. I would always start the day by saying ‘bore da’ to the learners and proceeding to complete the attendance and dinner register in welsh. I would also use incidental welsh where I could and all dates were wrote in welsh as well. 
Although there were no specific welsh lessons during the weeks I was placed in this class, during guided reading sessions the children would complete some welsh tasks and worksheets which I would assist with and mark.
As a result of not having the opportunity to fully develop my use of welsh language within the classroom I believe that I still lacked confidence in this area when moving into part 2 of PTE in January. 
Throughout block 2 of PTE I was placed in a nursery/ reception class where children had just basic levels of English to communicate with however, seemed to know a lot more welsh than children further up the school. Within this block I was provided with many more opportunities to teach welsh and believe I used incidental welsh to a much higher standard. I believe that my class mentor modelled the use of welsh well which subsequently resulted in me learning more and increasing my confidence to use it. I was also able to introduce new welsh words to the learners during my lesson of “beth sy yn y bocs?”. I also put together a sheet of welsh words that I could use incidentally and had it placed on the desk next to my chair during teaching. This helped me to feel even more confident using welsh and supported me throughout the whole day of teaching. 
During this block of PTE I completed many helpwr heddiw sessions that run for 45 minutes before the children went for lunch. These sessions included phrases for the weather, numbers etc as well as playing welsh games. One welsh game the children were all fond of was doctors. The doctor would call a patient to see them and ask ‘beth sy’n bod?’ in which the patient would reply ‘mae pen tost gyda fi” for example. As the children are unable to read or write at this age all welsh work completed was verbal with pronounciation corrections provided where needed. 

As I have not yet received any feedback from the 10 minute lesson I taught within university it is difficult for me to reflect upon this aspect however, at the end of recording the mentor praised me in how well I pronounced the welsh words and phrases I used. Suring the 10 minute lesson I run a helpwr heddiw style session for my fellow student teachers. Within this we discussed our names, how we were felling, where we are from and some types of food. I also believe that without any of the input above that I have mentioned I would not have had the skills to complete the video task without the extra confidence I have gained as well. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Moving forward I feel confident enough to progress further in my welsh language skills, increase the use of incidental welsh and be able to push the children I teach to succeed in learning the welsh language. I still need to develop my use of questioning in welsh which I will hopefully do through attending a welsh second language course and the continued use of duolingo. 

