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Introductions should provide 2 main functions. The first is to provide the reader with background to the essay topic (subject). The second is to give the reason for the essay. Also, some essays require the writer to provide definitions of key terms in the essay. For example, in a Business degree terms such as SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) may need to be explained to the reader. 

(1) CHRISTMAS
Christmas has been celebrated in most Christian countries for hundreds of years. It is a time of great joy for most people and is especially loved by young children. They look forward to this time of the year more than any other due to the fact that they receive Christmas presents. This essay looks at the experience most people have in the UK and compares this with the true meaning of Christmas.

(2) HALLOWEEN
On 31st October, in many countries, large communities of people celebrate the festival of Halloween. Children dress up in horror-themed costumes and go from door to door, at night, with their parents, collecting candy from neighbours via “Trick or Treat”. Adults buy pumpkins, carve them into faces, and place a candle inside. They also, decorate their homes with images of bats, spiders’ webs etc... This essay compares the original meaning of this festival with its commercial side.

(3) EDUCATION
There appears to be a general assumption that if an eighteen-year-old chooses the option of continued education, as opposed to leaving school to seek work, that she will automatically reap financial and professional rewards in the future. For this reason, many students are encouraged by their parents to follow degree courses at university or to gain some other professional qualification before joining the workforce.

(4) SPACE RESEARCH
Mankind has always pushed the limits of his knowledge in the search for new discoveries which may lead to innovatory products. However, all this research and innovation costs a great deal of money. Moreover, one of the most expensive projects has been the one involving space. In considering the above title, this essay will focus on the advantages and disadvantages of space research. 

(5) MUSIC 
Music has been part of our lives for thousands of years. No matter what culture we belong to, we all share the universal language of music. Some may have different instruments or even different musical scales (Grout and Palisca, 1988). However, despite the thousands of languages all over the world, there is no linguistic barrier to the enjoyment of music. This essay looks at the positive as well as the negative aspects of music, in order to provide the reader with a simple critique. 


MODEL ESSAY CONCLUSIONS 

Conclusions should provide 2 main functions. The first is to summarise the main points of the essay. The second is to give your opinion. Also, some essays require the writer to provide the reader with some recommendations.

(1) CHRISTMAS
In conclusion, while it is important to relax with our families and enjoy opening our presents, we should never forget the true meaning of Christmas. It is so easy to get caught up in the materialistic celebrations and forget the original reason for this festive season.

(2)HALLOWEEN
In conclusion, Halloween has become a commercial event. What started off as a British pagan festival, more than 2000 years ago, eventually found its way to the USA. There, in the 20th century, it was gradually re-invented as a commercial entity and later exported back to our shores. In my opinion, there are two central issues here. Firstly, it is always a shame when the original meaning of an event is lost in the haze of commercialism. Secondly, we should stop following everything that the Americans do and respect our own customs. 

(3) EDUCATION
In conclusion, it is clear that both options have their own advantages. Leaving school early may lead to finding an equally challenging and well-remunerated job in the longer term but a university degree almost guarantees one. Therefore, in my opinion, if a student has the academic ability to follow a degree course, she should not hesitate to commit to it.

(4) SPACE RESEARCH
In conclusion, I feel that space research is necessary for the future of the human race. We are rapidly running out of resources and space to live on earth. However, we must not lose sight of the fact that less developed countries need help urgently. Therefore, the amount of money involved in space research should be reduced.   

(5) MUSIC
In conclusion, this essay has attempted to highlight the function of music as the soundtrack to our daily lives acting alternately as motivator and relaxant. That soundtrack may be sometimes strident and bristling with positive energy. At other times, it may be brooding, dark and even malevolent. However, Beauty is in the eye of the beholder (Hungerford, 1878) and what pleases one individual may be abhorrent to another. In closing, I would just like to share my personal belief that music represents one of the greatest gifts that the human race has brought to this world. In the correct hands, it can be motivational, uplifting and take us on a journey to a heavenly place. In the wrong hands, it can have the complete opposite effect. At the end of the day, it is a question of personal taste. Interestingly, those of us who listen to music via YouTube, and are of a particular vintage, will be heartened to learn that a growing number of teenagers are turning their backs on some contemporary music. This is as a direct result of listening to music from a much early period in time via YouTube.    
