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LITERATURE REVIEW: SHOULD POLICE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM BE REUTINELY ARMED?

This literature review seeks to outline, evaluate and critique sources of information currently available related to the question of ‘SHOULD POLICE OFFICERS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM BE REUTINELY ARMED’.

The first source which will be reviewed is that of a poll completed by Harry Carr(2017). Carr is the head of sky data and in 2017 carried out a poll of the opinions of the public within the United Kingdom in order to discover whether or not the public would support Police in the UK being routinely armed. The study showed that a staggering 72% of participants stated they would support Police being routinely armed. The sample of persons polled was 1,581 in total however it does not state ethnicity, age or the demographic of the persons involved in the study. The study was also carried out following the Manchester arena bombings. This will have an impact on the public opinion on the subject as emotions surrounding Police capability were high with many persons presumably seeing armed police as the answer for terrorism. 
The study also shows a poll of Police officers stating that 26% of officers polled believed that Police should be routinely armed. This, again was carried out following the Manchester arena bombings where opinions would be highly influenced by the incident rather than taking into account the day to day duties of officers which would also be affected by a decision for all officers to be armed.

The second source reviewed is that of a piece written by Albert Jack (undated) titled ‘should British police officers be armed’. Jack is an award-winning author and writer on political issues. In this piece Jack comments on the difference between the UK style of Policing in comparison to the rest of the world. The source discusses statistics surrounding operations involving firearms in the UK and the authors style of writing is very suggestive of that they support Police being routinely armed. The author also appears to be rather right wing leaning, this would suggest that they would be biased towards officers being armed and as such his writing will be less reliable as a source.

The third source is from an unknown author of the Police federation (2019) in this editorial the author speaks about the implication of more officers being armed as well as the impact on recruitment. Specifically, the author discusses what follows an officer using a firearm on duty and how they are dealt with both by the force in which they belong as well as the judicial system. 
The source itself is the Police federation so naturally this will be incredibly biased towards offices. It is also written by an unknown author, again affecting the credibility of the source. In addition to this despite some verifiable facts this is primarily an opinion piece with the author at one point stating “In my opinion they make the right decision every time”. Despite its flaws this editorial does show the Police federations attitude towards the subject and as such is a good source of   information.
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