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[bookmark: _Hlk529609875][bookmark: _Hlk529548663]In this essay three theorists will compared and evaluated. The three theorists all have a different approach to learning. The three different approaches are Behaviourism, Constructivism and Social Constructivism. Firstly Behaviourism, B.F Skinner and his theory. His theory is Operant Behaviour and Conditioning, he investigates the positive and negative approach to strengthen behaviour in schools (Grace, 2018). The second approach Constructivism, Piaget theory believes that children go through fixed stages, he has four stages in order, in age ranges as a guide to follow to help with independent thinking and cognitive development (Grace, 2013). Finally, Social Constructivism, Vygotsky theory is a Socio cultural he uses elements such as the “Zone of Proximal Development” (ZPD) that has two strategies, they are Scaffolding and Reciprocal Teaching (Grace, 2017). 
Firstly Behaviourism, Skinner believed the system of rewards and punishments for making children respond. Skinner’s theory of Operant behaviour and Operant Conditioning is Skinner’s most widely acclaimed conditioning work (Grace, 2018). Skinner states “behaviour is affected by its consequences” (Grace, 2018). Skinner thought to control or change behaviour, we should study only what the person does, not the way they think or feel (Coste, 2010-2018). He clamed that the children do not behave a certain way of fear, obligation, respect or even sense of right or wrong. All behaviour is a direct result of conditioning (Coste, 2010-2018). Skinner believes anyone is trained to behave in a positive or negative way. if you give a child a sweet every time, the child does something good then the child will continue to do this because they know they will get sweets.
 Many learning settings follow The Antecedent, Behaviour, Consequences model. Antecedent, the antecedent refers to the action, event or the circumstance the occurred before the behaviour, anything that might make the sudden react in an unappropriated way. The Behaviour refers to the way the student reacts, this behaviour might create a danger for other students. The behaviour might be distracting to others this would then result in the prevention of other students’ learning. The Consequence, this is the action or response that follows the behaviour. It might not necessarily mean punishment. In Skinner’s operant conditioning this might be a reinforcement, for example if a child is shouting the consequence might be removing the child from the class just take time out (Webster, 2018).
 At a rural secondary school, they have put in to place consequences for rewarding positive behaviour. By putting points on ClassCharts. ClassCharts has been designed for the school and parents to be linked via an application on their mobile phone. For the teacher it can make instant seating plans and record behaviour management, with clear behaviour reports that show up on the teacher’s computer in a table and chart the behaviour points and comment but also rewards a student with positive points. The teacher can also see the needs and abilities of every pupil. The teacher can work closely with the parents to improve behaviour (Edukey, 2018). This school uses Skinner’s system of rewards and punishment theory, as it shows both positive and negative behaviour and the consequences.
Next the Constructivism approach to learning. Piaget “believed that children go through a number of fixed stages on their way to independent thinking” (Grace, 2013). Piaget also believed that all children will go through the following stages in order, but the stages are only a guideline. As each child will develop in their own time. The first stage is Sensory Motor stage from birth to two years. Children grow and develop enormous amount in the first two years of life (Grace, 2013). They go from completely helpless to walking and talking. According to Piaget “is their mastery of “object permanency” or the ability to understand that even when a person or object is removed from their line of sight, it still exists” (Grace, 2013).  Piaget also believes that children of that age should understand the sense of safety and security. This will help a child understand that if mum leaves the room, she has not disappeared, but she will be back soon. The second stage is the Preoperational stage, this is from age two to seven years. Piaget believes when the sensory motor is achieved, children will move on to this stage. This stage is language skills are developed rapidly (Grace, 2013). Children in this stage are egocentric, this means that they believe everyone sees the world the way they do. For example, a child will “sometimes cover their eyes so that they cannot be seen someone and make the assumption that the other person now cannot see them either” (Grace, 2013). 
The third stage, The Concrete Operational Stage, this is from age seven to eleven years. During this stage children start to think logically about events. The previous stage will begin to disappear, and children will start to think how other people might view a situation. They will begin to think how other people might think and feel (Cherry, 2018). There is also another important development in this stage and that is the ability to place things in size order. Children in this stage have a “tendency to lack in understanding of things that they haven’t personally seen, touched, heard, tasted or smelled” (Grace, 2013). The fourth stage is the Formal Operational stage this is from age twelve and up. At this stage the final stage of Piaget’s theory it involves the increase in logic. At this point people can be more capable of seeing multiple potential solutions, to a problem. Teenagers start to think about morals, ethical, social and political issues that is going on around them (Cherry, 2018). Schools in Wales follow a similar stages like Piaget. In schools they follow Key Stages from one to four, this is from age five to sixteen. Stage one is from age 5 to seven years, stage two is from age seven to eleven,  key stage three is from age eleven to fourteen and key stage four is from age fourteen to sixteen at this age is where students start GCSEs. (gov.uk, 2017) This curriculum is a good structure to follow to teach pupils, but not all pupils will reach each stage as easy as other children. For example, SEN (Special Educational Needs) children this will be hard to achieve. This is like Piaget’s four stages because not all children will reach each stage the same as most, this may be because of a disability, so some children may never reach any stage just the same as key stages in school. 
Finally, Social Constructivism, Vygotsky’s theory is a Socio-Cultural theory. Vygotsky believed that “social interaction leads not only to increased levels of knowledge, but that it actually changes a child thoughts and behaviours” (Grace, 2017). Vygotsky’s theory suggests there are three ways of learning, first is where the child simply copies another person, second is instructed learning where a child is given a direct instruction by a teacher. The third is collaborative learning this happens when a peer group cooperates to learn or achieve a goal when working with one another (Grace, 2017). Vygotsky developed the Scaffolding theory. The scaffolding theory describes social and instructional support for students. The scaffolding supports the learning (Zeske, 2018).
 Vygotsky also believes learning begins at birth then continues throughout life. He thought the most important way to achieve is called The Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) this is actual development level as determined by independent problem solving (Grace, 2017). Schools can use scaffolding in different ways to help students learn for example, the design of the classrooms or even the school can help the learning. Research shows “how the physical classroom environment influences student’s studies achievement” (SAGE, 2014). If the school has facilities to influence learning. Students would likely be happier to attend school. however, the classroom has features such as wall décor to influence the students’ learning. They are both scaffolding to help the students learn if they have a pleasant environment to work in. In a local rural Secondary school, the registration time is called mentor time. It is a twenty-minute time every day that every child in the school has been put in to a mentor group. The mentor group is a mix of children from years seven to sixth form students. This is designed so that the younger pupils get to know other pupils from other year groups and have older pupils they can go to if they need help, with school work or problems. Also the sixth form students they have just finished their GCSEs they can support the year eleven students by giving them advice for revision as they have been through it themselves. This is also an example of scaffolding, by pupils supporting one another as well as being supported by their mentor a member of staff. 
To conclude all three theorists, B.K Skinner, Piaget and Vygotsky’s theories are all used in schools in some way. Sometimes not even realising because it is a structure the school will use, to make a school a good working environment for children to learn. Behaviourism is a big part in most schools, to reward a child with a simple good mark to taking them on a school trip. This seems to work a lot more with younger children in a secondary school setting than with the older pupils, as the older pupils are more focused on their exams and choosing the career path when they finish year eleven. Also Constructivism is used in all schools that follow the National Curriculum. For most children this will be the stages they will follow, not all children will be able to follow this for a number of reasons so they will not be able to achieve in the same way as others. Social Constructivism is also used in schools the scaffolding theory is used all the time from the support from support staff to help and support pupils in the class room environment. 
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