The Seduction of Power: How does the pursuit of power influence the wisdom of a Sith Lord?

First off before diving into the philosophies of wisdom and how a Sith's lord could be considered wise. I would think it would be only fair to explain their standing and the overall concept of Sith Lords within the Star Wars universe. To begin they are the overarching antagonists of the franchise who is influence, and presence shows up repeatedly in an endless cycle. Their presence and role within the overall narrative is to be a direct conflict with the ideals and philosophies of the Jedi who are considered in many cases “the good guys.” The Sith believe in absolute power and to undertake whatever means to achieve it which is a stark contrast to their Jedi counterparts. They are purely interested in their own self progression to power which means that most if not all moral consideration is completely gone. Which leads many of them to selfish and inhumane practices such as murder, assassinations, genocide, and torture to get their own way just to name a few as there is no ends to what they would do to achieve their goals. In this essay I will explore and explain the question of how a Sith lord could be considered wise and how their pursuit of power influences such. I will be using articles, quotes from the movies and even some books to back up my arguments to shed a more reliable debate to my own essay. (4. DataBank Sith)

How the Pursuit of Power influences Wisdom in the Sith.
To start I will begin exploring how the pursuit of power itself is integral to the Sith philosophy. In the Star Wars universe although the Jedi and Sith may seem vastly different some of their own ideals and practices can be remarkably similar for instances both religions are guided and follow a code. This is what is known as the Sith and Jedi code that their orders base their entire mind-set and philosophies from (1. Sith Code: Lore explained) Through this code it is very apparent that everything the Sith practice is all in the ultimate pursuit of power, but this code shows us that it is not a blind or evil pursuit of power. There is an air of wisdom and knowledge to these words “Peace is a lie, there is only passion” regardless of how narrow minded you may think this is there is truth to this statement. Within the Star Wars universe itself and even within our own world, peace is a lie because there will always be conflict and those who seek it. Even if most of it is caused by the “passion” of the Sith even when it is not the galaxy still have hundreds of nameless and countless conflicts which shows a more realistic outlook on the world that they live in. In contrast to the Jedi code which believes that there is no passion and that we should place peace before it which depending on your own views can be seen as wise or delusional as conflicts and war happen even when this philosophy is practiced. 
(2. The code decoded) A big example of a character who I personally consider wise and who won through his passion for power is Palpatine. He was deeply passionate about power and ruling the galaxy under his eternal empire and to achieve it all took him years and years of plotting, waiting and even at some points nearly failing but overall succeeding through his words of manipulation especially over Anakin who was the key to his downfall but was manipulated. Was there truth to what he said? Could his manipulation tactics and priority of patience and waiting for the right moment to seize control first above all be seen as a form of wisdom? 100% yes. For a religion so notorious for a lack of patience they can really display the most patience when they follow their own passion which again goes back to the idea that wisdom can be fuelled by passion. Through manipulation comes power for the Sith and this was not better demonstrated anywhere else but Palpatine's opera conversation with Anakin. This conversation may initially seem just like a casual chat or conversation at first but the introduction of the “Tragedy of Darth Plagueis” (3. Did you ever hear the tragedy of Darth Plagueis the wise?) It is by far one of the most iconic scenes in all of Star Wars to the extent of meme culture and internet culture and it is for good reason. Palpatine very cleverly seeks two things within this conversation all through his words of manipulation. The first was to play to Anakin’s weakness by highlighting the idea of a Sith being able to save others from death which just so happened to be Anakin’s biggest fear at that point. Anakin is obviously intrigued by this power but feels conflicted due to his Jedi duties... this was all in a genius attempt to manipulate and convince Anakin into joining the Sith. Preferencing to him also that such power could not be taught or achieved from a Jedi trying his best to twist Anakin’s thinking and morals in the process. “Not from a Jedi" (5. Anakin and Palpatine’s conversation)
Palpatine knew how powerful Anakin was being the “chosen one” and he made every step required into gaining him as an ally in his pursuit to destroy the Jedi. He knew very well from the start after having multiple off-screen conversations with Anakin that he would doing everything in his power to save his wife (Padme) from dying. This as an unfortunate as it is, was the key to Anakin’s downfall and Palpatine’s complete mental control over him. 
The second reason once you delve a little deeper to the background of this tale and who Palpatine really was... this was a ploy to clear any suspicion of him being the suspected Sith lord. He did this by carefully wording how he told the tale speaking as if this was a common story just not told by the Jedi. Why he told the tale in the first place, could be to convince Anakin to join the Sith as I said, or another theory is that the manipulative genius had only just recently killed the Sith lord Plagueis himself and wished to clear any suspicion of him entirely. 
Palpatine was incredibly wise in his own right in acting patience and manipulation more than anything else, he always perused power within the shadows and played two identities to either side of the war. From the very moment Palpatine became chancellor he had already achieved full power, manipulating, and starting a war against himself to obtain emergency power. The only wildcard to his plan was Anakin himself and if were not for the tragedy of Darth Plagueis I doubt Palpatine would have succeeded in manipulating Anakin as much as he did. 
As for Darth Vader himself it would feel a little criminal not to analyse him at least a little. Personally, Darth Vader is represented to be far wiser than Palpatine at least in the original trilogy. He speaks in such a monk and wise like manner as if he completely understands the force and is completely devoted to it. “The ability to destroy a planet is insignificant next to the power of the force” (From A New Hope) He does not underestimate the will of the force whatsoever and is never shown to do so while Palpatine is displayed in a way in which he believes he has complete will over it. They both achieved the ultimate power in the universe but while Palpatine became a wiser yet delusional man, Darth Vader never fed into these delusions and becomes far wiser than Palpatine. 
“You are unwise to lower your defence” (From Return of the Jedi) While Palpatine became completely absorbed by power and control that he lost sight of his logical thinking and becomes far more egotistical and confident. Darth Vader is slow, knowledgeable in Lightsabres combat and the force. Even advising his own son and emotionally manipulating him in their final duel the same way that Palpatine did to him many years ago displaying some of the traits in himself. 

Applying this philosophy to my own work.
Shifting focus onto a more personal scope to myself I would like to discuss how I would like to apply this philosophy to my own work. When it comes to themes in my stories and work, I am very much interested in exploring themes of the mind and heart. These two are the most important and crucial part to any being and runs our every decision, actions and even our own philosophies. I love exploring characters and themes through the heart and mind looking at why they think the way they think or do the things they do. 
More importantly what part of them drives their own philosophy like with Palpatine’s drive for complete power was in a way driven by the passion of his own heart and the logic and patience of his own mind. Philosophies at their core are driven by the heart and mind of the individual which is why a lot of philosophies in stories reflect the writers own. 
When it comes to applying this to my own work, I have had a few ideas in mind of how I would approach it myself. I have understood that for a character to have a philosophy such as this is that it needs to of course be within their character to think that way. The best way to apply this type of philosophy upon any character would to apply to an antagonist, an interesting idea would be to insert a character who through their own experiences see the world in a light that feels unfair. Then the only way for them personally to correct it in their own way would be to obtain absolute power, like a Game of Thrones character that climbs their way up the ladders of society by serving, biding their time, and scheming behind the scenes. 
Some of the most interesting characters in story telling are those who obtain everything through sheer willpower and their intellect alone. With this character in mind, I feel like they could only really achieve this by of course being wise in a sense not completely intelligent like Little Finger or Palpatine but smart and bold enough to be able to achieve it. However, given that my character would be an antagonist there would have to be some things however wise they may be that are their ultimate downfall. 
The message I would want to get across with this character is that in the pursuit of absolute power regardless of how smart or wise they are can become delusional in the process. Believing in their own ego and logic so much that it makes them blind in a way which of course would be the character’s ultimate undoing. 
Then would come the question of “Was the antagonist wise after all?” And the answer would be yes and no. For example, Thanos could very much be considered wise, he studied the state of the universe, he undertook patience and achieved it through sheer will and understanding. However, he was in fact delusional believing he alone was the only one who could bring balance and his execution of the “noble intent” was flawed. 
This extract from the book “The Ultimate Star Wars and Philosophy” states that “For, Plato wisdom is a virtue that is inextricably bound to humility and justice” (7. The Platonic Paradox of the Darth Plageuis) Now that immediately goes against what an antagonist is at first but as I mentioned my character would become delusional in pursuit of ultimate power. Believing that their actions and what they do is a form of Justice in their own mind. As Palpatine saw his pursuit of power as Justice by uniting the galaxy under one empire in his own delusional form of “Peace” and as Thanos being justice itself by balancing the universe to save billions of lives. That is what makes an antagonist like this so interesting to me, for a character to believe in their own goal, will and justice to such a delusional extent that they believe themselves to be wise. In a way they are because most the time they have the right ideas and noble intent but in the end the execution is beyond flawed. 

Wittgenstein’s philosophy within the Sith
“Whereof one cannot speak, thereof one must be silent.” (6. Nordman, A. 2005 Wittgenstein’s tractatcus) If you have nothing to say than say nothing at all. With this quote from Wittgenstein I personally interpret it this way in regards to my own philosophy. A wise man only speaks when he is sure of what he says is true or will gain benefit from. The wise man does not waste words where they are not needed or fall upon death ears and will only speak when it is required of them to speak. This right here falls in line perfectly with how the Sith act and how they have demonstrated themselves to act. 
Palpatine is also the perfect representation of Wittgenstein’s theory, he only acted and spoke after years or a large amount of time calculating and watching the events of the story happen around him. Palpatine never spoke on any matters that he knew little of or never played the “Game of thrones” with individuals he had no mental leeway over. Palpatine knew full well the Jedi didn’t trust him that’s why we barely see them interact besides with Anakin in the movies. His words would have meant very little to the Jedi and would fall upon death ears that’s why he spoke to them through Anakin who was willing to listen and trusted Palpatine’s words. In doing this he isolated Anakin from the rest of the Jedi as they believed Anakin to be to close to Palpatine which him Anakin’s only trustworthy “Friend” He had left. 
To Sum it all up!
To sum it up through the pursuit of power Sith do in fact become wise being able to mentally and socially manipulate their status, hide in the shadows and apply aspects of “Wittgenstein’s” Philosophy in their actions. They are so obssesed and commited to their own sense of justice that they take any means neccecary to achieve it by learning their surroundings and in a way becoming very patient. Of course however through this pursuit of obtaining complete power they become deslusional losing their once wise and logical thinking status which is ultimatley their downfall and how they are always overcome by their counterparts the Jedi. 
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