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Study and Professional Skills Assignment 
My name is Ashley, I am currently studying law at university. Becoming a student has not been a straightforward process, and this essay will explain all of those circumstances. I will also use essay will be used to discuss my life before attending university, but more importantly I would like to use this essay to explore what inspired me to become a law student.
While attending college, I had no idea what direction my life was going, I was studying law as a backup alongside my other A levels. At this point, I had no real interest in the subject, I was far more interested in the other courses I was studying (being English language and politics). This changed when the law department at my college was able to arrange a talk with the Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales that I was lucky enough to attend. He spoke of his responsibilities as the head of the judiciary, this left me completely stunned to be sitting in front of a man that was undeniably passionate and articulate about a subject I had not given much thought to. On top of this, the politics department arranged a trip to Westminster, where I visited the Supreme Court for the first time. It was here where, for the first time, I felt like there was a path for me to follow. Around this time, there were serious talks in political spaces of the UK leaving the ECHR and therefore repealing the Human Rights Act (1998). This led me to develop an interest in human rights law, as I saw it as heinous violation to the public to not uphold their basic human rights.
However, after my AS level exams I had lost that inspiration that fuelled me during my first-year studies. Every lecture began feeling like a chore, and I was burnt out. As a result, I dropped out of college and then went into full time work. I did not need much time to see what I loved about the law. I saw this in the excursing of the Public Order Act (2023). This law gave more powers to the police and restricting protesters rights. I saw this as a violation of Article 10 of the Human Rights Act (1998). This reminded of why I had such an appreciation for the law. Although I had not finished my A levels, I began looking into universities, hoping to give myself a chance to eventually help people. I applied to study at UWTSD, and when they give me an interview I felt as though all of the burnout I experienced during my time at college had been lifted. I received an offer from UWTSD, and it gave me the hope I needed to pursue this once again.
When I graduate from university, I am aspiring to become a barrister working in public law or criminal law, or to become a civil servant. Preferably, I would be working in the Home Office, where I would oversee laws that may interfere with the human rights in this country. By working as a barrister, I would ensure that every client is getting the best defence possible, as well as ensuring that government bodies have acted lawfully and in line with human rights law, such as the Equality Act (2010). Alongside this point, I wish to win a case in the Supreme Court of England and Wales. This is a case that would be deemed as of public importance, and if the government were acting unlawfully, the court would then be able to give Parliament a recommendation. An example of this is in the case Miller v Prime Minister (2019), where the Supreme Court found that the government had acted unlawfully by their proroguing of Parliament. This case exemplified the power of the Supreme Court and demonstrated to me that we can utilise our public bodies to create positive change in our country.
To conclude, my journey to become a law student has been had its detours along the way, however my passion has been present since my first year of college. University is has given me opportunities that I will always remember, and my education will be at the foundation of my work going forward. My passion has driven me to want to pursue a career in public law, where I would have a chance to ensure that human rights are always protected. This aspiration has only made me more passionate, more enthusiastic and more ambitious about my future in the legal profession.
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