	
	
	



A Brief Description of the Internet Source and the Chosen Article

While both the chosen article and the internet source focus on cosmetics found in archaeological digs conducted in China (Mai et al., 2016) (Yu et al., 2016), the two sources do contrast in notable ways. Following a similar structure, both sources discuss the location of where the artefacts were found, one location being that of Xiaohe Cemetery (Mai et al., 2016, p. 2), a bronze age site in the Xinjiang province of China, and the other being the Lv family tomb (Yu et al., 2016, p. 762) over a thousand miles away, although still in China, in the Shaanxi Province. This tomb is dated to the Northern Song Dynasty (Yu et al., 2016, p. 762). 
The internet source has a comprehensive introduction, discussing past findings relating to the use of cosmetics, particularly in stone and bronze age China, and speculates on why cosmetics are so tied to human expression (Mai et al., 2016, p. 1), although some of these points are not supported by references. The chosen article does not discuss the wider use of cosmetics, and only later into the text do the authors discuss previous discoveries pertaining specifically to white cosmetic powder found in other Chinese tombs (Yu et al., 2016, p. 763-764).
Both the source on Xiaohe Cemetery and the source on the Lv family tomb contain in-depth descriptions of the scientific methods used to analyse the samples (Mai et al., 2016, p. 2, 4-6, 7) (Yu et al., 2016, p. 764-771), making these texts more suitable for an academic audience. The texts describe numerous phases of the analysis employed in narrowing down the potential origins of each cosmetic substance (Mai et al., 2016, p. 2, 4-6, 7) (Yu et al., 2016, p. 764-771). In the internet source, the data suggests the origin of the cosmetic found at Xiaohe Cemetery is “cattle heart covered with hematite powder” (Mai et al., 2016, p. 6), and in the article, the data suggests the cosmetic found in the Lv family tomb was derived from freshwater pearls (Yu et al., 2016, p. 771).
On the discussion of the persons the cosmetics belonged to, the internet source delves deeper into the life and activities the exhumed subject may have carried out, focusing on the religious aspects and how the cosmetic might fit into this narrative, building further on the introductory paragraph (Mai et al., 2016, p. 6-7). While the archaeologists studying the Lv family tomb were able to identify the tomb as belonging to twenty-two-year-old Qian Rong Lv (Yu et al., 2016, p. 763), there is little to no discussion of what role she played within her society besides being the granddaughter of a prominent politician (Yu et al., 2016, p. 763). 
Both sources also discuss the method in which these cosmetics were preserved. For the Xiaohe Cemetery corpse, this was a leather bag (Mai et al., 2016, p. 6). The mention of the pearl cosmetic powder being stored in a Yaozhou porcelain dowry box is one of the few points discussed regarding Qian Rong Lv’s personal life in the article (Yu et al., 2016, p. 763.).
Ultimately, the authors of both sources consider their findings to open the door for further research on the matters of cosmetics in ancient China. (Mai et al., 2016, p. 7) (Yu et al., 2016, p. 674).
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