Task 2 - Academic Writing 

There are 2 types of academic writing, student & expert. The expert writers work is intended for publication, whilst the students writing is to show the students understanding of a particular subject (Smith, 2022). (The University of York, 2023) note 6 styles of academic writing, Essays, Reports, Dissertations, Reflective writing, Examination writing and Academic Posters. The purpose of academic writing is to highlight a question or topic and then present an understanding of the question with research to come to an objective conclusion based on evidence. Academic writing is more critical than descriptive, and this helps the author raise objective arguments.

Academic writing should be clear and concise for the reader, it needs to be structured to enable a smooth flow linking the format of the writing. The writing is formal and is written as a 3rd person, he, she, it they. Academic journals are a reliable source to find up to date academic articles. Creditable journals use experts in the specific field to assess the credibility and quality before it is published in a journal. Academic books are typically written by 1 or more experts and are usually published by a respected academic houses or university presses.

There are many skills students gain through critical writing and these skills are transferable to professional roles. For example, written communication and language skills are important as an academic and in the job world. The knowledge and different perspectives acquired through study and research is another positive in personal development. Also, research, critical evaluation and analytical thinking are desired skills that employers are looking.

(Sword, H. 2012, loc 8). believes academic writers should move away from the conformity and constraints of today's academic writing and use a more creative approach, whilst (Defazio et al., 2010 suggests students entering undergraduate programs do not have the appropriate skills to be successful academic communicators.

