Thomas Braddock                                                                                                        p138630
Introduction
This report will look at some of the main issues surrounding the society in Swansea, Wales. It will focus upon homelessness, an area in which Swansea is believed to have one of the worst statistics and then it will examine the levels of poverty in Swansea. This includes material deprivation and household income poverty, these differ by assessing who is living in poverty by taking into account their household bills. Obesity is another issue to be raised during this report. The whole of the UK is believed to have high rates of obesity but within Swansea, the rates are higher than they should be and this in turn filters down to the children too. Finally, crime rates are another big area where Swansea is failing and therefore they will also be analysed.   


Homelessness

[image: Untitled:Users:demo:Desktop:Screen Shot 2018-01-10 at 12.23.17.png]
Data Source: The Poverty Site (2017).

This graph shows that although figures are coming down in regards to homelessness in Wales, there is still a bigger issue that is leaving thousands of people living without a home. Approximately one quarter of these have dependent children. That means there are hundreds, if not thousands of children around Wales that do not have a house to live in. 
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Data Source: The Poverty Site (2017)

This graph develops the figures from the previous graph - it divides the homelessness figures in Wales into local authorities. According to the data above, Swansea has the highest rates of homelessness by a substantial margin. 
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Data Source: The Poverty Site (2017)

The chart above by the Welsh government outlines some of the main reasons why many of the people in Wales and Swansea become homeless. 48% of the time, it is down to the breakdown of friendships, families and relationships. Many families have disagreements and many homeowners are therefore no longer willing to let individuals live in their house. Sometimes however, houses become restricted with growing families having limited room, therefore, families are left with no option but to stop offering accommodation. 

This shows that there is an active need for change to reduce the amounts of people that are homeless in Swansea. As figures show, Swansea is the worst area in Wales for homelessness. Many people assume that homelessness comes with drugs and alcohol; however, statistics here show that it can only account for 28% maximum. Keeping relationships strong with family members and friends is a way of preventing homelessness, however, this is not always rational. Therefore, there must be ways of reducing the amount of people becoming homeless that takes into account family situations and relationship breakdowns. 


Poverty
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Data Source: Welsh Government (2017).


The graph above shows the percentages of people who are living in poverty in the UK when you take into account housing costs and bills. According to this data, Wales has the largest amount of people who are living in poverty. Approximately 23% of people in Wales struggle to make ends meet after paying their bills, leaving them with little money to live on.  To be considered living in poverty, the total household income has to be at least 60% of the average UK household income. The graph shows that from 2002 there has been very little change, and from 2009 onwards, it has not changed at all. 

 
[image: Untitled:Users:demo:Desktop:Screen Shot 2018-01-10 at 22.48.11.png]Data Source: Welsh Government (2017). 

The graph above develops the previous data breaking down the findings to show only the data for those living in Wales. By breaking down the findings, it can be seen that 30% of children in Wales are living in relative income poverty, that is their household income being 60% less than the UK average. Apart from the years between 2003-2006, the percentage of children living in poverty has never gone below 30%, this is the highest in the UK.  
Data Source: Welsh Government (2017).

This data develops those statistics showing relative income poverty, it now shows the amount of children who are living in material deprivation and persistent poverty. This is measured before housing bills are taken into account, therefore, the 14% of children here who are materially deprived, are being deprived before any bills are paid. They cannot access some goods or services; these can be things such as food, water, and electricity. Their household income is 70% lower than that of the UK average. This is one of the highest figures in the UK, therefore, poverty and deprivation is a vast issue across the whole of Wales.  
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Data Source: Office for National Statistics (2016).

This figure shows that within Swansea, females occupy 90% of lone parent households. Furthermore 39.4% of these people are unemployed, this compared with the 18% of females that do have full time jobs, shows that there is an issue with getting lone household females into work. Furthermore, by linking this into material deprivation and poverty, this can be a big factor that plays in placing 30% of children in Wales in poverty. If a parent is running a household alone without a job, there is slim chance for them to keep their children above the poverty line and this seems to be an issue in Swansea. By understanding the causes of such statistics, it then allows us to create schemes and projects to overcome such hurdles in life. 
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Data Source: Statistics for Wales (2014).

Swansea Council (2017) report that 22.2% of adults in Swansea are obese, this is one of the highest in Wales when you compare it to some 18% in Ceredigion. However, a more alarming figure is that 26.3% of children in Swansea are also believed to be obese. Once again, this is one of the highest figures in Wales and if you consider the fact that Swansea has achieved ‘Healthy City status’ given by The World Health Organisation, something is not working. More figures surrounding obesity in Swansea show that inactivity has exceeded the recommended average, 35.7% of adults in Swansea are now inactive, which is considerably more than the Wales average. 

 A possible cause for this is the increasing levels of binge drinking in Swansea according to Swansea Council (2017). However, they do state that a possible increase in binge drinking in could be put down to the fact that more students are now living in Swansea. The figures show that Swansea has the highest level of adults binge drinking on at least one day of the week, this is currently at 28.6%, no other county in Wales comes close to that figure. When you calculate the number of adults who drink above the guidelines on at least one day of the week, Swansea’s percentage is a huge 45%, this is the second highest in Wales which highlights a major problem.

When you consider the area that Swansea has such as beaches, coastal walks, parks and the Gower peninsula. It is surprising to see such high levels of obesity throughout the city, therefore, this data clearly shows that there is a need for change in this particular area. Alcohol is believed to be part of the problem but with the natural benefits that Swansea has to offer, there are no excuses and the figures can start to drop.  

Crime Rate
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Throughout Wales there are certain areas that surpass the Wales average for crime rates. The graph above shows that 7 areas are currently showing high rates of crime, the highest being Cardiff where they record 85 crimes per 1,000 population. This can be attributed to the fact that it is the capital of Wales, Aru (2017) says that Cardiff is expected to have high crime rates because of the high volumes of people and amount of shops. The fifth highest in Wales is Swansea with a rate of 65 crimes per 1,000 population. This is considerably higher than the Wales average and highlights a problem in the area.  It can be linked to previous statistics in this report such as homelessness and alcohol. However, according to the graph below, the level of crime is on the decline. This does not mean that the problem is being solved though; this is because the Wales average for crime rates is being lowered all the time and subsequently a bigger initiative to reduce crime rates is needed in the area.   
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Conclusion
This report has shown there are many issues within Swansea that need addressing; this can be done through authorities such as schools, police and governments. However, many projects and schemes can be introduced in order to combat these issues within society.  Homelessness, obesity, crime and poverty are some of the issues raised during this report. What is noticeable, is the way that many of these issues interlink. Alcohol and crime can link together and often cause many people to become homeless. Therefore, by creating schemes to tackle each of these, or even combining some together, the negative statistics surrounding these areas can be addressed and developments made in order to improve these statistics.
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The biggest reason for becoming homeless is loss of accommodation
provided by relatives or friends
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Percentage of each age group in Wales who were living in
relative income poverty (after housing costs),
three-financial-year averages
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