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11	Exercises in dating records (10%)
For questions (a) – (c) give the modern equivalent for the medieval date given in these documents. You should explain your methodology (how you arrived at the answer) and give full bibliographical details of any books you used. For question (d) estimate a date of issue and explain how you have reached this conclusion.
(a) Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering. 
Richard II was crowned 22nd June 1377 [footnoteRef:1]. Eight years later is 1385. Assumption is 15th August.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Handbook of British Chronology., Guides and Handbooks; No.2, 3rd ed. / edited by E. B. Fryde ... [et al.]. (London: Royal Historical Society, 1986), p. 36.]  [2:  A Handbook of Dates : For Students of British History, Guides and Handbooks ; No. 4, New ed. / revised by Michael Jones. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), p. 55.] 

The 15th August 1385 was a Tuesday and as August is outside of the disparity between Years of Grace and Medieval Years and takes place after the anniversary of the coronation, there is no ambiguity. The following Thursday was the 17th August 1385.
(b) Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.
There were two bishops of St Asaph by the name of Anion. Anion I d. 1266 [footnoteRef:3] and Anion II d. 1293 [footnoteRef:4]. Reiner, Abraham and Hugh were the predecessors of the former, who became bishop in 1249 with Anion II not becoming bishop until 1268 making him the less likely candidate.[footnoteRef:5] The day of St Mary Magdalene is the 22nd July [footnoteRef:6], so it would be the 23rd July 1249 or 1250, depending on when in the year Anion I became bishop.  [3:  John Edward Lloyd, ‘ANIAN I (Died 1266), Bishop of S. Asaph | Dictionary of Welsh Biography’ <https://biography.wales/article/s-ANIA-NI0-1266?&query=anian&lang[]=en&sort=score&order=desc&rows=12&page=1> [accessed 15 July 2019].]  [4:  John Edward Lloyd, ‘ANIAN II (Died 1293), Bishop of S. Asaph | Dictionary of Welsh Biography’ <https://biography.wales/article/s-ANIA-NII-1293> [accessed 15 July 2019].]  [5:  Edward Hubert Burton, ‘Ancient Diocese of Saint Asaph’, Catholic Encyclopedia, Wikisource.]  [6:  A Handbook of Dates : For Students of British History, p. 55.] 

(c) Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]
John de Ketene was bishop of Ely from March 1310.[footnoteRef:7]King Edward II of England and Wales reigned from July 1307,[footnoteRef:8] so the fourth year of his reign would be end in 1311. Due to the differences between the measurement of years and the fact that Ash Wednesday is a moveable feast, falling on the first day of Lent. [7:  ‘Bishops of Ely’, in Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae 1300-1541, ed. by B Jones (London: Institute of Historical Research, 1963), IV,  FASTI 4, MONASTIC CATHEDRALS (SOUTHERN PROVINCE) <https://www.british-history.ac.uk/fasti-ecclesiae/1300-1541/vol4/pp13-16> [accessed 18 July 2019].]  [8:  J. R. S. Phillips, Edward II [Edward of Caernarfon] (1284–1327), King of England and Lord of Ireland, and Duke of Aquitaine (Oxford University Press, 2004), I <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/8518>.] 

Using an online date calculator (and then adding a day), I would place this as the 25th February 1311 in “modern” years, placing it inside the first year of the episcopate and the fourth year of the king.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  ‘Calculate the Date of Easter & Other Moveable Holidays’ <http://people.albion.edu/imacinnes/calendar/Ecclesiastical_dates.html> [accessed 18 July 2019].] 

(d) Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.
To start with, I am going to cross-reference first names to narrow it down. 
1. There were three Earls Ranulf of Chester -Ranulf I (d. 1129), Ranulf II (d. 1153) & Ranulf III (1170–1232). [footnoteRef:10] [10:  Edmund King, Ranulf (I) [Ranulf Le Meschin], Third Earl of Chester (d. 1129), Magnate (Oxford University Press, 2004), I <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/23127>; Graeme White, ‘Ranulf (II) [Ranulf de Gernon], Fourth Earl of Chester’, in The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, ed. by H. C. G. Matthew and B. Harrison (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004) <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/23128>; Richard Eales, ‘Ranulf (III) [Ranulf de Blundeville], Sixth Earl of Chester and First Earl of Lincoln’, in The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, ed. by H. C. G. Matthew and B. Harrison (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004) <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/2716>.] 

2. There were two Geoffrey Ridels – one of “uncertain but possibly distinguished origins” d. 1120 and one who was Bishop of Ely (d. 1189).[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Judith A. Green, Ridel, Geoffrey (d. 1120), Justice (Oxford University Press, 2004), I <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/23617>; A. J. Duggan, ‘Ridel, Geoffrey’, in The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, ed. by H. C. G. Matthew and B. Harrison (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004) <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/23618>.] 

3. The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography only lists one Richard Basset (d. in or before 1144)[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Judith Green A., ‘Basset, Richard’, in The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, ed. by H. C. G. Matthew and B. Harrison (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004) <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1647>.] 

As Richard Basset had died before the start of the reign of Henry II, it must have been Henry I (r. August 1100 to December 1135). Basset married Mathilda, daughter of Geoffrey Ridel “some time between November 1120 and April 1123”. [footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Green.] 

As this is a rather broad range of time, we must return to the text for contextual cues. The phrase “Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife” (above), as well as the fact that Basset “was given custody of Geoffrey's land and the wardship of his children”.[footnoteRef:14] suggests that this is sooner after the death of Ridel in the White Ship Disaster, rather than later. Henry himself married Adeliza (or Alice) (c. 1103–1151) in Windsor on the 29th January 1121.[footnoteRef:15]  [14:  Green, I.]  [15:  ‘Henry I (1068/9–1135), King of England and Lord of Normandy | Oxford Dictionary of National Biography’ <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/12948>.] 

I would also hazard that a short period of mourning be allowed for in estimating the date, especially given the density of high days and holidays in December, and the dubious assumption that the Queen would have been present and mentioned (as Geva is, marking it not an exclusively male list) and would therefore suggest that the event took place in early-mid January 1121 or at a later date in that year.
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